
Our commitment to seeing the UN on a
better financial footing

Mr Chair,

I would like to thank Under Secretary-General, Catherine Pollard, for her
update last week on the current financial situation of the United Nations,
and to the UN Controller for his informal briefing.

The United Kingdom is pleased to hear that things appear to be improving
gradually – with the Organisation receiving more Member State contributions,
earlier in the year and that the level of outstanding assessments is going
down. We commend the UN Controller and the rest of the Organisation once
again for their careful prioritisation of how the United Nations uses its
available resources to maintain mandate delivery, with a sharper focus on
those activities that deliver results. We encourage the Secretariat to
continue to prioritise and use its resources effectively, efficiently and
agilely, including in response to new mandates.

That said, we remain concerned at the continuing liquidity problems faced by
the United Nations. The time and resources spent managing and mitigating the
impact of liquidity shortages could be better spent enhancing delivery to
achieve more and better results on the ground. It is also clear that assessed
contributions are not necessarily a guaranteed means for more predictable and
sustainable funding for United Nations work.

Mr Chair,

We have heard the Secretariat’s concerns about the impact of unpredictable
and late payment of assessed contributions. The United Kingdom has always
paid its contributions in full, although with a distinct, yet predictable,
payment pattern aligned to its national fiscal year. I am pleased to announce
that as of 2022 we will transition our payment pattern to align with the
United Nations’ financial years. We will pay our full assessed contribution
to peacekeeping budgets in August 2022 and our full contribution to regular
budget by January 2023. We encourage all Member States to take the steps
needed to pay their assessed contributions in full and on time.

Mr Chair,

We are pleased that the reforms we agreed just over two years ago continue to
have a positive impact for peacekeeping budgets. Seeing the benefits of these
measures, we look forward to receiving from the Secretary-General this
session, new and innovative proposals to help the United Nations alleviate
the liquidity challenges and address structural issues with UN budgets, in
particular with the regular budget. This is not just about tackling the
challenges of today, but improving the system to increase agility for the
future.
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Finally, Mr Chair I would like to reassure you of the United Kingdom’s
commitment to seeing the United Nations on a better financial footing.
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PM meeting with King Abdullah II of
Jordan: 28 October 2021

Press release

Prime Minister Boris Johnson welcomed His Majesty King Abdullah II of Jordan
to Downing Street today.

The Prime Minister welcomed His Majesty King Abdullah II of Jordan to Downing
Street today.

He congratulated the Jordanian people on their centenary year and reiterated
the United Kingdom’s long-standing and close friendship with Jordan.

Ahead of the COP26 Summit next week, the Prime Minister welcomed Jordan’s new
Nationally Determined Contribution which doubles their emissions reductions
target.

They discussed the importance of transitioning to renewable energy and
ensuring that Jordan and the wider Middle East have access to quality,
sustainable infrastructure and resources.

The Prime Minister also noted Jordan’s pivotal role in ensuring regional
stability. The leaders agreed to continue to collaborate closely on defence
and security, as well as further developing our trade and prosperity links.
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Record £15 billion per year for
Northern Ireland

News story

The Autumn Budget 2021 delivers the largest annual funding settlement to
Northern Ireland since devolution, helping level up across the whole of the
UK.

UK Government will provide a record £15 billion per year to the Northern
Ireland Executive.
Northern Ireland will also benefit from UK-wide support for people and
businesses, green jobs and investment to level up opportunities.
Targeted funding will support local projects across Northern Ireland,
including road and infrastructure improvements, investment in local
communities and funding for businesses.

The Chancellor today announced Barnett-based funding for the Executive of £15
billion per year – delivering the largest annual funding settlement since
devolution over 20 years ago. This includes a £1.6 billion per year spending
boost – as part of a Budget and Spending Review that delivers a stronger
economy for the whole of the UK.

Rishi Sunak set out a plan to deliver the priorities of the people of
Northern Ireland by investing in stronger public services, levelling up
opportunity, driving business growth and helping working families with the
cost of living.

As part of the significant spending plans, Northern Ireland will receive an
average of £15 billion per year in Barnett-based funding representing a 2.2%
rise in the Northern Ireland Executive’s budget each year. The Northern
Ireland Executive will now receive around £121 per person for every £100 per
person of equivalent UK Government spending in England.

Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi Sunak said:

This is a budget for the whole of the UK. We’re focused on what
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matters most to the people of Northern Ireland – the health of
their loved ones, access to world-class public services, jobs for
the future and tackling climate change.

The UK government is committed to levelling up opportunity and
ensuring Northern Ireland feels the strength of our Union with a
record £15 billion per year for the Executive – we are better
together as one United Kingdom.

We’re also creating jobs with £70 million for small businesses in
Northern Ireland and a new trade and investment hub in Belfast
while also ensuring public services deliver across the country.

Secretary of State for Northern Ireland, Brandon Lewis said:

Today is a significant moment for Northern Ireland, as the
Executive has received its largest-ever settlement to deliver vital
services such as health and education.

From £70million to champion thousands of small and medium-sized
enterprises to £49 million coming from the Levelling Up and
Community Ownership funds, the opportunities for Northern Ireland
are immense.

We are committed to levelling up Northern Ireland and today’s
announcement reaffirms this, ensuring we tap into local talent and
continue to deliver a stronger economy for all.

Targeted funding in Northern Ireland

On top of the record funding for the Northern Ireland Executive, Northern
Ireland will benefit from the UK Government’s commitment to invest in people,
jobs, communities and businesses. Targeted projects in Northern Ireland
include:

Nearly £50 million to be invested in Northern Ireland to boost the post-
pandemic recovery and enhance the Northern Irish economy. This includes:

£49 million from the Levelling Up Fund for 11 projects across
Northern Ireland, including an Electric Vehicle charging network
across the country, and the redevelopment of a derelict Ministry of
Defence site in Derry/Londonderry into an urban community farm.
£300,000 from the Community Ownership Fund for the Glens Digital
Hub in Cushendall to protect this valued community asset.

Providing £1 billion for farmers and land managers and £9.3 million to
support fisheries.
The establishment of a new trade and investment hub in Belfast to grow
trade for Northern Ireland.
Continuing the £400 million New Deal for Northern Ireland investing in
infrastructure, boosting economic growth, increasing Northern Ireland’s
competitiveness and supporting the operation of its businesses.



UK-wide support

As a result of our strong United Kingdom, Northern Ireland will benefit from:

A 50% cut in domestic Air Passenger Duty for flights between England,
Scotland, Wales and Northern Ireland and an additional £22.5 million of
new funding in anticipation of the Union Connectivity Review
recommendations where we will work with the devolved administrations on
improving UK-wide connectivity..
An additional £70 million funding for the British Business Bank to build
on its existing programmes in Northern Ireland which are already helping
businesses to get the financing they need.
A new £1.4 billion new Global Britain Investment Fund which will support
investment directly into Northern Ireland.
A record £20 billion by 2024-25 in Research and Development supporting
innovation in Northern Ireland.
Confirmation that funding will at a minimum match the size of EU Funds
in Northern Ireland, each year through the over £2.6 billion UK Shared
Prosperity Fund, which will invest in skills, people, businesses, and
communities, including through ‘Multiply’, a new adult numeracy
programme which that will provide people across Northern Ireland with
essential numeracy skills.
An increase to the National Minimum Wage of £9.50 an hour, with young
people and apprentices also seeing increases.
Freezes to fuel duty for the twelfth consecutive year, and a freeze on
alcohol duty and a freeze on Vehicle Excise Duty for heavy goods
vehicles.

Further information:

£300,000 will be allocated to the Glens Digital Hub in Cushendall from1.
the first round of the Fund to protect valued community assets.
Barnett formula explainer.2.
For some measures, the UK Government is using the financial assistance3.
power in the UK Internal Market Act (UKIM) to invest directly in
Northern Ireland, benefitting local communities, businesses and people.
This spending power enables the UK Government to deliver investment more
flexibly, dynamically and in partnership with local partners.
Levelling Up Fund: £49 million in total for 11 projects from the first4.
tranche of allocations from the Fund:

Upgrading the electric vehicle charging network across Northern1.
Ireland.
The redevelopment of a derelict Ministry of Defence site in2.
Derry/Londonderry into an urban community farm.
Creating a new bioscience research centre at Ulster University.3.
Redeveloping Portrush Recreation Grounds.4.
Redeveloping the Dundonald International Ice Bowl.5.
Replacing a former police station in Glengormley with a new6.
business hub.
Extending Antrim’s boardwalk into the town centre.7.
Regenerating Daisyfield Community Sports Hub.8.
Regenerating Omagh Health Centre.9.



Extending cycle routes across the Belfast City Region.10.
Providing new and upgraded sports facilities in Castlederg.11.
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