
GCA 2022 annual survey now closed

The 2022 survey was open from 17 January to 27 February.

The GCA aims to publish the results in spring, followed by the results of the
deep-dive in summer. All the results will be published on the website as well
as in a special edition of News from the Adjudicator.

The answers are now being independently analysed by YouGov. All the
information provided in the survey is treated in strict confidence and
respondents are not identified to the GCA without their prior consent.

Questions

If you have any questions about the survey, please get in touch by email at
enquiries@groceriescode.gov.uk.
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COP President visits Egypt and United
Arab Emirates to build on momentum
from COP26 for global climate action

COP President Alok Sharma visits Egypt and UAE, hosts of COP27 and COP28
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First in series of engagements between countries to build on momentum
from COP26
Expansion of initiative to support promising climate projects also
announced by Mr Sharma in Egypt

COP President Alok Sharma has today concluded a constructive visit to Egypt
and will now travel to the United Arab Emirates, with the countries hosting
the next two UN Climate Summits.

These are Mr Sharma’s first visits following COP26 in Glasgow, underlining
the importance of building strong partnerships with the COP27 and COP28
hosts. This will culminate in a meeting between Egypt, UAE and UK in Abu
Dhabi, the first of a series of engagements between the countries ahead of
COP27 and COP28.

Whilst in Cairo, Mr Sharma met a wide range of Government Ministers,
including Prime Minister Madbouly and Egypt’s COP President-Designate,
Foreign Minister Sameh Shoukry. Together they issued a UK-Egypt Joint
Statement which affirms their joint commitment to accelerating the fight
against climate change during this critical decade.

They also agreed to continue building a partnership in 2022 that aligns
priorities and plans, secures the legacy of the Glasgow Climate Pact and
delivers impact and progress on the Paris Agreement goals, in Sharm el Sheikh
at COP27. This means ensuring all parties meet their commitments across
mitigation, adaptation, loss and damage, and finance.

The COP President also announced the expansion of the UK Government’s
‘Climate Finance Accelerator’ Programme to Egypt. Already successfully
operating in six countries, the initiative will provide capacity-building
support to promising climate projects in Egypt so that they become more
bankable and appealing to investors, and can secure funding more readily.

On his final day in Egypt, Mr Sharma discussed the role of the private sector
in building on COP26 to achieve success at COP27, meeting with business
leaders pursuing green initiatives in Egypt.

COP President Alok Sharma said:

COP26 was a historic, collective achievement. We kept the goal of
limiting average global temperature rise to 1.5 degrees in reach
and made progress on finance for climate action, adaptation and
loss and damage, which will benefit countries across both Africa
and the MENA region.

I look forward to working with Egypt and UAE as hosts of COP27 and
COP28 respectively on the climate agenda. The UK will give its full
support to Egypt in delivering an ambitious COP this November which
ensures urgently delivering for those most vulnerable to climate
change.

We all need to make further progress in 2022 and especially on



delivering the $100 billion of finance and addressing investment
needs in the most climate vulnerable countries. This will build on
the Glasgow Climate Pact and secure a better future for us all.

An important focus for COP27 and COP28 will be the completion of the first
Global Stocktake. This will be a key part of assessing progress made by
nations in implementing the Paris Agreement and setting out a clear roadmap
towards achieving it. This formally began at COP26 and will conclude at COP28

The UK is keen to share experiences of hosting a large international summit
with Egypt and the UAE and the COP President has highlighted the COVID-19
testing procedures for providing a safe experience for all delegates at the
recent COP26 gathering and collaboration with civil society.

The COP President will now travel to the United Arab Emirates to see
preparations for COP28 that will be staged in 2023 and will meet key
government ministers, including the recently appointed Minister of Climate
Change and Environment, HE Mariam Al Mheiri and UAE’s Special Envoy for
Climate Change HE Dr. Sultan Al Jaber.

Mr Sharma has been invited to take part in Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week,
which gets underway tomorrow (Monday 17 January). The COP President will be
involved in helping the UAE to illustrate its intentions for hosting COP28
and delivering on their climate commitments made over the last 12 months.

Hosting the next two COPs in the Middle East and North Africa will enable the
region to showcase to the world their innovative and profitable solutions
which include renewable and low carbon energy, zero emissions transport, the
role of nature based solutions and the role of smart agriculture.

For example, the UAE continues to break records by reducing the costs of
solar energy year after year and is delivering energy security through
nuclear energy, all of which makes clean energy a more affordable option than
fossil fuels.

British Ambassador to Egypt, Gareth Bayley said:

I am delighted that Mr Sharma has visited Egypt so soon after
COP26. The strong bilateral relationship between the UK and Egypt
will help sustain global momentum on climate change. I am
particularly pleased that Mr Sharma launched our ‘Climate Finance
Accelerator’ programme, which I hope will generate a series of
inspiring low carbon investment opportunities in Egypt. It is this
combination of public and private sector action which will help us
avert a climate disaster.

Local delivery is central to the CFA approach and the Embassy team
is looking forward to working with the local delivery partners once
they have been appointed.



British Ambassador to the UAE, Patrick Moody said:

The visit of COP26 President Alok Sharma to the UAE reinforces the
commitments that the UK and UAE have made to address global
challenges. Climate change is a central pillar of the UK and UAE
bilateral partnership and was a key ambition of the ‘Partnership
for The Future’ that was launched in London by UK Prime Minister
Boris Johnson and His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
in September 2021.

Together, we are already delivering solutions to achieve ‘net zero’
through bilateral trade and investment in clean growth and
technology. Our two countries will continue to cooperate as current
COP President and future hosts of this critical international forum
to make sure that the global community delivers on the ambitious
commitments made at COP26 in Glasgow.

Egypt-UK Joint Statement

The Egypt-UK Joint Statement following the meeting between Egypt’s
Minister of Foreign Affairs and COP27 President Designate H.E. Sameh
Shoukry, Dr. Yasmine Fouad, Egypt’s Minister of Environment and COP27
Ministerial Coordinator and Envoy, and COP26 President Minister Alok
Sharma can be found on GOV.UK.

UK International Climate Finance (ICF)

Mobilising finance to support the low-carbon transition is one of the
four key goals for the UK’s COP26 Presidency this year.
Through International Climate Finance (ICF) the UK supports developing
countries as they seek to mitigate against and adapt to the impacts of
climate change, while reducing their emissions. It is a vital tool in
the Government’s commitment to tackle climate change internationally and
has committed to spend at least £11.6 billion of climate finance between
2021 and 2025.
Through ICF, the UK is committed to work in partnership and support the
development of a high-performing and climate-resilient economy in Egypt.
Further information about UK ICF can be found in this booklet.

Climate Finance Accelerator (CFA)

The CFA is a technical assistance programme funded by the UK Department
for Business, Energy & Industrial Strategy (BEIS). Following a pilot in
Colombia, Mexico and Nigeria it launched in November 2020. The programme
will work closely with eight countries, which are eligible for UK
Official Development Assistance (ODA) and support them to develop a
sustainable pipeline of bankable, low-carbon projects and identify
suitable financing options.
The programme will also contribute to embedding a permanent process in
each country to identify financing for low-carbon projects. This will
support countries’ efforts to implement their NDCs, raise their overall
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climate ambition, and contribute to equity and social inclusion.
The CFA programme is managed by local partners in each country. It works
by building the skills of project developers and potential investors to
respectively attract and supply funding for low-carbon development
projects.
By enabling the funding of low-carbon projects, the CFA can play a part
in supporting a greener recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. The CFA
will promote sustainable growth and green development and support those
most vulnerable to the impacts of climate change.

Abu Dhabi Sustainability Week

ADSW is hosted by Masdar annually. In 2022, ADSW intends to explore,
through a series of high-level virtual events, opportunities for
accelerating global collaboration and leadership, economic development,
and technology and innovation.
ADSW 2022 intends to follow the outcomes of COP26, where the world will
reevaluate the roadmaps required to meet the binding targets required to
mitigate climate change. The week is the first global event of the year,
where policy makers, business leaders and technology pioneers can come
together to turn ambition into action.
UK participation demonstrates our commitment to work with and support
future COP Presidencies to progress the historic commitments made at
COP26. This reinforces the intent of the Memorandum of Understanding Rt
Hon James Cleverly MP signed with HE Dr Sultan Al Jaber on UK-UAE
Climate and Environment Collaboration in September 2021.

Family mediation scheme to help
thousands more parents

Extra funding triples investment into Government mediation scheme since
launch last year
4,400 vouchers already used to resolve disputes such as those involving
financial or contact arrangements for children
77 percent of cases reach whole or partial agreements away from family
courts

The extra investment is expected to help more families resolve disputes away
from court, such as those involving financial or contact arrangements for
children and takes investment in the initiative to more than £3m since its
launch in March last year.

Today’s funding will provide 2,440 additional vouchers for mediation services
– each worth £500 – with the aim of finding amicable solutions to couples’
disagreements and freeing up space in the family courts. It seeks to spare
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them going through often lengthy and costly courtroom battles, which can have
a damaging impact on their children.

Mediation is often a quicker and cheaper way of resolving disputes. It
involves couples working through their differences – led by a trained and
accredited mediator – to reach agreements they are both prepared to accept,
such as how to split assets or arrange child contact times, rather than have
a judge decide for them.

Since its launch, 4,400 vouchers have already been used under the scheme with
77 percent of cases reaching full or partial agreements away from the family
courts.

Deputy Prime Minister, Lord Chancellor and Secretary of State for Justice,
Dominic Raab said:

I want to see children and their parents spared the stress and
conflict of the courtroom as much as possible, and I’m delighted
that thousands more will now have the opportunity to resolve their
disputes in less combative way.

At the same time, it will free up vital capacity in the family
courts to ensure the system can recover quickly from the pandemic.

Initial research from the Family Mediation Council (FMC), who run the scheme,
shows promising results. Of the first 2,000 cases using the vouchers, more
than three-quarters (77 percent) reached either a whole or partial agreement
outside of court. Nearly half (49 percent) say they would not have considered
mediation if the voucher had not been on offer.

The extra funding will be confirmed by Justice Minister Lord Wolfson tomorrow
in a virtual speech to accredited mediators, marking the start of Family
Mediation Week. In total the Government has invested just short of £3.3m into
the scheme, following the initial £1m at launch and an additional £800k in
August. The extra money will allow the initiative to run until the end of
March.

If a case is eligible for vouchers, the mediator will automatically claim
back the contributions from government.

Notes to editors

In total, an extra £1.27 million is being invested in the scheme,
bringing total funding to just under £3.3m since March 2021.
The scheme is administered by the FMC, on behalf of the Ministry of
Justice.
Further information about the scheme and how it works is provided to
parties at their Mediation Information and Assessment Meeting (MIAM),
which all those involved in family cases are required to attend, unless
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they have a valid exemption.
Mediation can be undertaken by other family members, not just separating
parents.
In June, 2020, we announced a major overhaul of the family courts to
protect domestic abuse victims which included more special protections
in courts, stronger powers for judges, and piloting Integrated Domestic
Abuse Courts.
In June, 2020, the Divorce Act received Royal Assent, which will remove
the needless ‘blame game’ that can harm children while ensuring couples
have the time to reflect, plan for the future, or if necessary to turn
back. This is due to come into force later this year.
We’re investing record amounts across our courts and tribunals, with
£324m over the next three years to improve timeliness in civil and
family courts and tribunals. Another £200m will complete our £1.3bn
court reform programme, modernising the justice system to make it
quicker and more efficient.

What is family mediation?

Family mediation is a process in which an independent, professionally
trained mediator helps parties work out arrangements for children and
finances where there is a dispute.
The mediator is not there to tell each side what to do, but can help
them reach an agreement while trying to improve communication between
them. They aren’t there to try and keep couples together but help them
find a practical way forward after a relationship has broken down.
Mediation allows the parties to stay in control, as no one will be
forced to do or agree to anything against their wishes. Unlike in a
courtroom both partners can agree to a solution rather than have a judge
decide for them.
The mediator will work with the parties, either together or separately,
to help them find a solution which works for them both.
Mediation can be less stressful than going to court, especially for
children who are involved in proceedings. It is also cheaper than going
through the court process, and it is also confidential unlike
proceedings in the family court.
Currently, funded mediation is available only for those who meet the
financial requirements through the Legal Aid scheme. If you don’t
qualify then you will need to pay for mediation sessions.
Agreements made in mediation can be made legally binding by a court if
necessary and the legal support to do this can be offered.

Full-time chaplain appointed to
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support staff and volunteers

Press release

A commitment to caring for those on the frontline has led to the Maritime and
Coastguard Agency appointing its first ever full-time chaplain.

Tom Ebbens

Rev Tom Ebbens began his career in Her Majesty’s Coastguard as a volunteer
and has since worked in both operations centres handling distress calls and
latterly on the coast as an officer overseeing volunteers.

He says he sees the role for all faiths and none, a companion to those who
serve on the frontline and who might need some extra support from time to
time.

Tom has now been given the full-time role of chaplain after a pilot project
which allowed him to fulfil a multi-faith chaplaincy role while still in his
full-time coastal role. As well as the full-time chaplain, he is also a self-
supporting curate with the Church of England in Cornwall.

It is a recognition of the value that chaplaincy brings to an organisation
which includes a frontline emergency service organisation and which is
committed to the welfare and well-being of all those who serve and work for
it.

Rev Tom Ebbens said:

I see a major part of this job as being a companion on whatever
road someone is currently on, wherever it takes them. People have
fears and concerns, worries and challenges and sometimes they need
someone to walk with them in those dark moments, to listen, to
share the hurt and support them through that difficult time.
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People will often say things to a chaplain that they wouldn’t say
to anyone else and that has got to be held somewhere, respected and
acknowledged. Chaplaincy is a great thing for that to provide that
service.

Director of HM Coastguard Claire Hughes said:

This is a landmark appointment in terms of our service. Tom is
going to bring another level of care alongside the welfare led
support systems we already have in place such as Trauma Risk
Management (TRiM).

He’s already proved that the care of chaplaincy can reach all
people across all parts of the MCA as well as those serving in HM
Coastguard. People know they can talk to him in confidence about
their concerns and problems and that he will provide the support
they need.

Published 16 January 2022

Joint statement following the visit of
COP26 President to Egypt

Following an open and constructive exchange of views on climate change
issues, priorities, and areas for collaboration, in the follow-up to COP26
and in preparation for COP27, COP26 President Alok Sharma and COP27 President
Designate Sameh Shoukry released the following statement:

As the current and incoming UNFCCC COP Presidencies, we affirm our joint
commitment to accelerating the fight against climate change during this
critical decade. In this context, we agreed that the United Kingdom and Egypt
would strengthen bilateral cooperation to fight climate change and to
maintain and build on the current momentum for global climate action.

We will work together in 2022 and beyond to drive ambitious implementation of
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) and the
Paris Agreement, and to deliver on the outcomes of the Glasgow Climate Pact
to keep 1.5 degrees in reach and support developing countries in adapting to
the impacts of climate change. The UK will give its full support to Egypt in
delivering ambitious outcomes at COP27, including ensuring that it delivers
for those most vulnerable to climate change.

We emphasize the urgency of action required to address the gaps in ambition
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across mitigation, adaptation, loss and damage, and finance, and the
importance of responding to the best available science in this respect. We
recognize that significant progress was made at COP26, but there is much more
to be done – particularly to implement commitments made. We aim to pursue a
lasting legacy that ensures the UNFCCC process continues to drive ambitious
action to address climate change and its impacts.

Through our partnership, we will drive and support key processes, activities,
and initiatives to increase ambition and implementation to achieve the goals
of the UNFCCC and the Paris Agreement. We will work together to encourage all
Parties to meet their commitments across mitigation, adaptation, loss and
damage and finance; requesting that by the end of 2022 parties revisit and
strengthen their 2030 emissions target to align with Paris temperature goals,
including enhancing NDCs long term strategies and stepping up ambition
therein, ensuring accelerated delivery of the $100bn and to make progress
towards doubling of adaptation finance on 2019 levels, as envisaged in the
Glasgow Climate Pact.

We also recognize the importance of our own domestic climate action, to
demonstrate leadership globally. We further recognize the opportunity our
partnership offers to enhance our shared prosperity through green trade and
investment opportunities.

To achieve our aims, we will share experience and expertise and work closely
with key partners, including the UNFCCC Secretariat and the Chairs of the
Subsidiary Bodies. We will pursue inclusive leadership and engagement that
leaves no issue and no one behind, and enables the voices of all Parties,
civil society, and vulnerable groups, including youth and indigenous peoples,
to be heard.

To this end, we agree to continue close consultations in the months ahead,
both on the ministerial and technical levels.


