
Lord Ahmad strengthens UK-Bahrain
relationship on first visit: 14
February 2022

Press release

Lord (Tariq) Ahmad, Minister of State for South Asia and the Commonwealth
reaffirmed the close ties between the United Kingdom and Bahrain.

Lord (Tariq) Ahmad, Minister of State for South Asia and the Commonwealth
reaffirmed the close ties between the United Kingdom and Bahrain during his
first visit to the state as part of his Human Rights portfolio.

During a two-day visit to Manama, Lord Ahmad met Bahraini officials, Heads of
the Human Rights Oversight bodies and faith leaders to discuss key areas
across a wide range of issues.

At a meeting with HM King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa, Lord Ahmad discussed the
close cooperation and ties between the UK and Bahrain which reflects an
historical and prosperous friendship between the two Kingdoms dating back 200
years.

Lord Ahmad later met Bahrain’s Minister of Foreign Affairs, His Excellency
Dr. Abdullatif Al Zayani, where they further reflected on the strong
bilateral relationship. Lord Ahmad congratulated the Minister for Bahrain’s
efforts to ensure that all residents had been able to enjoy equal access to
healthcare and social support during the Covid-19 pandemic.

Completing the visit, Lord Ahmad engaged with Bahrain’s human rights
oversight bodies to learn directly how their important work contributes to
the continued development of rights for ordinary residents. Speaking with
officials, Lord Ahmad reaffirmed the UK’s commitment to support Bahrain’s
work in this area.

Minister of State for South Asia and the Commonwealth, Lord (Tariq) Ahmad
said:
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Bahrain is a close ally and friend to the UK and we look forward to
continuing to work together for the benefit of all.

This was my first visit to Bahrain and it’s been fantastic to build
on the historic UK-Bahrain relationship, discussing the human
rights landscape and challenges, and reflecting on how the UK can
best support Bahrain in its work and initiatives going forward.

ENDS
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Health and Social Care Secretary
visits health and social care staff in
the East of England

Sajid Javid, the Secretary of State for the department for Health and
Social Care, met with healthcare staff and local residents to outline
his reform agenda.
Community representatives, volunteers and medical experts views sought
on a more joined up NHS and adult social care sector to better serve
staff and patients in the region, and aid COVID-19 recovery.
Visits are part of a week-long national tour focusing on COVID-19
recovery, tackling the backlog of people waiting for treatment, social
care reform, integration and reducing health inequalities.

Health and Social Care Secretary Sajid Javid today visited the East of
England to see the amazing work being carried out by health and social care
staff. While there, he met with local residents and set out how a more joined
up health and care system will mean better care for everyone.

In total, he visited four sites across the region in the first day of his
‘Road to Recovery’ tour:

Willows Care Home in Romford
Essex Urgent Community Response Team in Rochford
Clacton Diagnostic Centre
Cambridge Biomedical Campus

Health and Social Care Secretary Sajid Javid said:

It’s been incredible to see first-hand the astonishing work being
carried out by health and social care staff across the East of
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England, and I’ve enjoyed speaking to local residents and hearing
what they would like from our healthcare services as we recover
from COVID-19.

As we continue on the road to recovery, I want to thank everyone in
Clacton, Romford, Rochford and the wider region who’ve shared their
thoughts and experiences with me and who have given me the
opportunity to talk about my mission to reform services so they
better serve their needs.

We know integrated care can help boost recovery times, reduce
waiting lists and level up the health of the nation and I was proud
to see local services working together in the East of England to
achieve this.

The tour began at Willows Care Home in Romford, where the Health and Social
Care Secretary met with staff, residents and leading figures in the care
industry to discuss how working with other local services and the NHS can
better serve them.

Joined up health and care systems which work together through shared records,
earlier intervention and greater transparency will help deliver a world
leading system. This will include using modern technology to monitor
seizures, breathing and falls, for example.

It comes after the publication last week of the government’s new Integration
White Paper, setting out plans to bring the NHS and local government closer
together to improve care for all and ensure greater value for money. It will
mean people receiving the right support in the right place at the right time
and follows the publication of a 10 year vision to reform adult social care,
backed by an extra £5.4billion.

Following a collaborative partnership between three health trusts, the Urgent
Community Response Team (UCRT) was formed which provides vital home care and
equipment to support people remaining at home. Referrals are made by
ambulance crews, GPs or other health professionals and the UCRT then provides
medical treatment and support. The Health and Social Care Secretary was able
to see a successful example of integration with action already taking place
when he met with the team.

This visit was followed by one to Clacton’s £22 million Community Diagnostic
Centre (CDC), which will be one of the sites playing a crucial role in
tackling the COVID-19 backlog by increasing access to services including x-
rays, MRI and CT scans for local residents in the region.

Last week, the government and NHS set out the COVID Backlog Recovery Plan to
help reduce waiting times and give patients more control over their care.
With six million people waiting for treatment across England, a key part of
the plan is opening over 100 Community Diagnostic Centres like the one in
Clacton as part of plans to provide an extra eight million scans, checks and
operations in the next three years.



These plans are part of the government’s commitment to tackling health
disparities and deprivation by levelling up communities. Tendring is a
district identified as requiring more assistance including in the Health in
Coastal Communities report by Chief Medical Officer Sir Professor Chris
Whitty where he wrote about the specific challenges being faced by seaside
towns. Furthermore, analysis by the Kings Fund shows people in deprived areas
are almost twice as likely to experience a wait of over a year for treatment.
By bringing diagnostic services closer to home, in one-stop-shops, they will
have a key role in levelling up healthcare across the East of England.

As part of his visit, the Health and Care Secretary was keen to hear from
local residents. He took part in a wide ranging town hall discussion in
Clacton with voluntary and community representatives from across diverse
backgrounds to discuss the specific challenges they face, plans to tackle the
COVID-19 backlog, disparities in the area and how the Elective Recovery Plan,
Integration White Paper and upcoming Health Disparities White Paper could
help address these challenges.

The first day of the tour finished at the Cambridge Biomedical Campus where
the Health and Social Care Secretary sat down with representatives from
Cambridge University Hospitals and leading scientists from industry and the
University of Cambridge, including cancer and genetics experts, to hear about
advances in cutting edge research and treatments.

The Road to Recovery tour will continue across English regions this week to
highlight plans for recovery and reform.

Laird MacKay, Chief Operating Officer, Canford Healthcare said:

It was our great pleasure to welcome Secretary of State for Health
and Social Care, Mr Sajid Javid, Professor Green, CEO Care England
and Andrew Rosindell, MP for Romford, to Willows Care Home.

They were interested to hear about the experiences of the pandemic,
the challenges that we faced, and the support that we feel is
needed within the sector moving forward. We have wonderful staff at
the home who talked with pride about the care they provide and the
opportunities that there are to create a career within the sector”.

Alex Green, Executive Chief Operating Officer at Essex Partnership University
NHS Foundation Trust (EPUT) said:

We were delighted to show Mr Javid exactly how the Urgent Care
Response Team operates, from receiving an urgent call to providing
timely care for a patient in need.

The service is not only helping to reduce demand on our hospitals
but provides an improved experience of care for patients by
enabling them to recover in the comfortable and familiar
surroundings of their own homes.



Our aim for the future is to deliver further community support like
this for at least another 1,500 people per year as the service
expands.

Helen Taylor, Chair of East Suffolk and North Essex NHS Foundation Trust
said:

We were delighted to welcome the Secretary of State for Health
Sajid Javid to Clacton Hospital today and to show him how we are
currently providing more diagnostic tests to local people and to
see our exciting plans for a brand new community diagnostic centre.
The new centre will bring much easier and quicker access to
diagnostic tests but will also provide employment and regeneration
to this important coastal town”.

Background

The delivery plan for tackling the COVID-19 backlog of elective care was
published on 8 February 2022
The Integration White Paper was published on 9 February 2022

Changes to Light Obstruction Notices
postal address

News story

Customers submitting Light Obstruction Notices now need to send them to a new
address.

Light Obstruction Notices are issued to prevent a neighbour claiming a right
to another neighbour’s light and are part of local land charges.
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They can only be registered for land within a local authority area for which
the Chief Land Registrar is the registering authority.

To avoid post being redirected applications should not include HM Registry in
the address.

The new address is:

Light Obstruction Notices
PO Box 3286
Twyver House
Gloucester
GL1 9HP

Light Obstruction Notices can also be submitted quickly and safely through
our contact form.

For more information read Practice Guide 79: Local Land Charges (section
2.6).
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Government to protect leaseholders
with new laws to make industry pay for
building safety

Developers and product manufacturers that do not help fix the cladding
scandal could be blocked from housing market
Government puts its guarantee that no leaseholder living in medium or
high-rise buildings will have to pay a penny for the removal of cladding
into law
New powers will allow cladding companies to be sued and subject to fines
for defective products
Protections for leaseholders extended to cover other fire safety defects

Tough new measures that will force industry to pay to remove cladding and
protect leaseholders from exorbitant costs have been unveiled by Secretary of
State for Levelling Up Michael Gove today (14 February 2022).

For those in industry not doing the right thing, the government will be able
to block planning permission and building control sign-off on developments,
effectively preventing them from building and selling new homes.

The proposals will see the industry pay to fix historical problems, freeing
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hundreds of thousands of innocent leaseholders from shouldering an unfair
financial burden while also enforcing a common-sense approach to avoid
unnecessary work.

The Department for Levelling Up, Housing and Communities remains in ongoing
discussions with industry leaders – who agree that leaseholders should not
pay cladding removal costs – with progress being made. However, for those
unwilling to make commitments, the Secretary of State has been clear he is
ready to act.

Reflecting the scale of the problem, the government will also be able to
apply its new building safety levy to more developments, with scope for
higher rates for those who do not participate in finding a workable solution.

The government hopes to not have to use these powers; it wants responsible
developers and manufacturers to operate freely and with confidence, to help
deliver the homes people need. If they do not act responsibly, they must face
commercial and financial consequences.

Alongside further leaseholder legal protections, courts will also be given
new powers to stop developers using shadowy shell companies, which make them
difficult to trace or identify who they are run by, so they can avoid taking
responsibility for their actions.

If passed by Parliament, these amendments to the Building Safety Bill will be
brought into law.

Secretary of State for Levelling Up Michael Gove said:

It is time to bring this scandal to an end, protect leaseholders
and see the industry work together to deliver a solution.

These measures will stop building owners passing all costs on to
leaseholders and make sure any repairs are proportionate and
necessary for their safety.

All industry must play a part, instead of continuing to profit
whilst hardworking families struggle.

We cannot allow those who do not take building safety seriously to
build homes in the future, and for those not willing to play their
part they must face consequences.

We will take action to keep homes safe and to protect existing
leaseholders from paying the price for bad development.

Cost Contribution Orders will be able to be placed on manufacturers who have
been successfully prosecuted under construction products regulations. These
orders will require them to pay their fair share on buildings requiring
remediation. It is wrong that, until now, a manufacturer could be found
guilty of misconduct but could not be charged to fix the problems they caused



in selling defective products.

Amendments to the Building Safety Bill, revealed today, will also allow
building owners and landlords to take legal action against manufacturers who
used defective products on a home that has since been found unfit for
habitation. The power will stretch back 30 years and allow recovery where
costs have already been paid out.

New clauses will also enshrine in law the commitment the Levelling Up
Secretary made in the House of Commons last month that no leaseholder living
in their own home, or sub-letting in a building over 11m, ever pays a penny
for the removal of dangerous cladding.

If passed by Parliament, these clauses will hugely reduce the invoices that
have been sent to leaseholders for taking down cladding, in some cases for
over £100,000.

The provisions announced today will also go further than the package outlined
last month by protecting leaseholders on non-cladding costs. Under the plans,
developers that still own a building over 11m that they built or refurbished
– or landlords linked to an original developer – will be required to pay in
full to fix historic building safety issues in their property.

Building owners who are not linked to the developer but can afford to pay in
full will also be required to put up the money to do so.

In the small number of cases where building owners do not have the resources
to pay, leaseholders will be protected by a cap. The cap will be set at
similar levels to ‘Florrie’s Law’ which applies to some repairs to social
housing: £10,000 for homes outside London and £15,000 for homes in the
capital. This will limit how much leaseholders in this scenario can be asked
to pay for non-cladding costs, including waking watch charges.

Any costs paid out by leaseholders over the past 5 years will count towards
the cap, meaning some leaseholders will pay nothing more. We will carry out
further consultation with parliamentarians and stakeholders before finalising
this to ensure that we deliver the right result for leaseholders.

The provisions will protect leaseholders and encourage a more proportionate
approach to fixing buildings. Currently, building owners can simply pass all
costs on to leaseholders, with no incentive to hold back on unnecessary
remediation work that has brought misery to leaseholders.

Today’s package, alongside the duties in the wider Bill, will create an
environment for tough, proportionate action on critical safety issues while
preventing cost inflation and excessive work.

This follows the Secretary of State’s statement in January, when he set out a
4-point plan to reset the approach to building safety and give leaseholders
more protection against unfair costs.

The new leaseholder protections announced today, will allow those less likely
to be able to pay to be fully exempted from costs.



In the small number of cases where building owners do not have the resources
to pay and the developer cannot be traced, leaseholders will have a
‘Florrie’s Law’ style backstop protection, which caps how much they can be
asked to pay for non-cladding costs, including waking watch charges.

Any costs paid out by leaseholders over the past 5 years will count towards
the ‘Florrie’s Law’ style caps, meaning some leaseholders will pay nothing
more.

The proposed government amendments will be available on the Lords website
later on Monday 14 February 2022.

They are due to be debated in the House of Lords during the Committee Stage
of the Building Safety Bill which begins on Monday 21 February 2022.

New Chief Executive for Her Majesty’s
Courts and Tribunals Service

Press release

Nick Goodwin will become Chief Executive of HM Courts and Tribunal Service
(HMCTS) in March 2022 following the retirement of interim chief executive
Kevin Sadler.

Nick Goodwin appointed following open competition
Interim Chief Executive Kevin Sadler will retire in March 2022

Nick is currently Chief Executive of the Office for the Public Guardian and
his appointment was approved by the Prime Minister after an open competition.

Before becoming the Public Guardian in 2019, he was Director for Access to
Justice policy at the Ministry of Justice.

Commenting on his appointment, Antonia Romeo, Permanent Secretary at the
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Ministry of Justice, said:

Nick is a talented public servant with valuable MoJ and agency
experience. I know he will lead HM Courts and Tribunals Service
with energy and integrity, working with colleagues across MoJ and
our partners to continue to deliver our ambitious court reform
programme and ensure we remain on track in our pandemic recovery.
He will make an excellent addition to MoJ’s Executive Committee and
Departmental Board.

I’d also like to thank Kevin Sadler for his excellent interim
leadership of HMCTS. During his tenure, HMCTS has helped keep the
justice system moving and taken important steps to begin to recover
from the effects of the past two years. He has been a terrific
colleague and I wish him all the best for his retirement.

The independent Chairman of HM Courts and Tribunal Service, Tim Parker, said:

I am delighted for Nick to be joining HMCTS as Chief Executive.
Having spent the majority of his career working in justice, often
working closely alongside HMCTS colleagues, Nick’s experience and
knowledge means he is perfectly placed to help us continue to
address the challenges that we face while building for the future
and delivering our programme of transformational reform. I look
forward to working alongside him and the strong team in place in
HMCTS to continue to deliver a justice system fit for the twenty-
first century.

In welcoming Nick, I would like to pay tribute to Kevin Sadler,
with whom it has been a pleasure to work since I became HMCTS
Chairman. As Acting Chief Executive for the past 18 months, Kevin’s
leadership has been vital in ensuring that justice could continue
to be served throughout the pandemic and in starting the journey of
recovery from its effects. After a long and distinguished civil
service career, including 20 years with HMCTS and its predecessors,
I wish Kevin an enjoyable and fulfilling retirement.

Arrangements are being put in place to begin the process of identifying a new
Public Guardian.

Nick Goodwin said:

I am delighted to have been given the privilege of leading Her
Majesty’s Courts and Tribunals Service. Having spent the majority
of my career working alongside Courts and Tribunals staff and the
Judiciary, I know there is nothing more important, nor rewarding,
than upholding the rule of law and administering justice. 



HMCTS is successfully tackling the backlog which has built up
during the pandemic and making the most of the opportunity to
transform the justice system. I know that by building on the
commitment and talent of our people, and working closely with
others, we can continue to improve and modernise our excellent
justice system. I am very much looking forward to progressing this
work and becoming part of a talented and dedicated team.

Nick Goodwin will take up the position on 14 March 2022 and Kevin Sadler will
remain interim chief executive until 25 March 2022 to ensure a full handover.
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