
“Let them take the bus” says Green
enthusiast

In recent discussions I have been having about the costs and timetable for
getting to zero net carbon dioxide as various governments now want, I have
been asking about who will be paying for the electric vehicles and the heat
pumps it will take.

Millions of people in the UK on below average incomes will need to replace
their cars and vans with electric versions. They will be expected to replace
old gas and oil boilers with  heat pumps and new boilers or with all electric
systems. How easy will it be for them to afford the new machines and systems?

One person responded to my query by saying  buses and trains will all go
electric thanks to taxpayer and public sector financed investment. People can
then take the bus and dispense with the car they said.

They seem to have in mind a them and us world, where the better off will
still be able to afford the new vehicles and the all electric systems, whilst
many others will in their view no longer have personal transport. Let them
take the  bus, is a paraphrase of their position.

This is a poor answer at best, as surely the many should have access to
higher living standards and greater convenience. It is  no answer to the
needs of the small business person who needs a van to get to each
appointment, taking the tools and spares needed for the assignment. Everyone
from plumber to builder, from delivery business to mobile service provider
needs personal transport tailored to their work. Many families need a car to
get food back from the shops and to take the children to school as well as to
get themselves to work.

For those places wanting zero net carbon as they call it by 2030 it will be
soon that people need to spend the money on completely transforming their
domestic heating, and to start thinking about new vehicles for the end of the
next decade. We are talking about a colossal joint investment, where those
just managing on current incomes will find it difficult to find the cash  for
potentially large expenditures.

I also  see there is consumer resistance to some of these changes even where
there is no direct additional cost involved. The electricity companies are
urging   people to allow works in their  homes to change over meters. People
with busy lives find it difficult to book out a day to supervise the work,
and many are apprehensive about works in their home when the current system
works just fine. The absence of any perceived personal benefit from the new
meters has put lots of  people off. Some circulate rumours the firms
strenuously deny that there is some ulterior motive on future  tariff and
supply interruption that the new meters might bring. It will need a stronger
case as to the benefits to get more people to allow these installations,.
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Discussion with Supt Nick John, Local
Police Area Commander, West Berkshire

On Friday I welcomed Superintendent Nick John to his post of Local Police
Area Commander, West Berkshire and thanked him for the work of the local
police force in the constituency. We discussed illegal encampments which had
caused some worries and problems over the summer, and I said that I would be
grateful if the police can continue to work closely with the Council and
residents to tackle these promptly where they cause nuisance.

I also raised issues of violent crime including knife crime, internet fraud
against vulnerable people, drug dealing and abuse, especially where it
involves schoolchildren.

I look forward to the Thames Valley Police benefiting from additional police
personnel to help tackle this on a nationwide basis.

I will pass on cases and general worries of the community to Supt John and I
look forward to working with him and his team.

Anyone for an election?

It is unlikely this Parliament is about to vote to dissolve itself and hold
an election. The massed ranks of the Opposition parties, usually so keen for
an election, are shy about meeting electors on the doorstep and giving them
the chance of change. The SNP and Lib Dem offer is tactical and linked to
trying to stop Brexit. They are busy lobbying the EU to keep us in The EU
 for longer as a precondition for any election.

Labour after months of demands for a poll now say they wish to take so called
No deal off the agenda first. They now say that could take them to December
2020 to be sure of that. They might as well say they do not want an election
before the Thames freezes over. Given their strong belief in Global warming
they should feel safe for a few years with that pledge.

Boris Johnson told the rallies and meetings before he became Leader that he
did not want an early election. He assumed he could deliver Brexit on 31
October.

Now he is desperate for one, given the impasse in Parliament and the way his
majority has disappeared.
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A General election could break the logjam in this rotten Parliament if
electors are in decisive mood. Were  the vote to splinter too much with four
or five parties in contention, we could end up with another hung Parliament
which could perpetuate the block over Brexit and the difficulty in forming a
government with a majority that can do things..

One of the most common messages I currently receive is Cromwell’s speech when
dissolving the Long Parliament. This much purged Parliament wished to
perpetuate itself after the death of the King and the advent of the
Commonwealth. Presumably my correspondents  think they see similarities to
today.

There are however very important differences. Cromwell arrived with 40
soldiers to close the Parliament down, using the force of the New Model Army
against Parliament. He did not plan a new Parliament, but planned a personal
autocracy as he became Lord Protector.

What we want instead is an election to try to change the personnel of
Parliament. The gap between what this Parliament wants about Brexit and want
voters want is too great. Worse still, many MPs were elected to see Brexit
through only to go back on their word  and do everything in their power to
delay or prevent Brexit.

Brilliant England

The England rugby team achieved a great victory against the All Blacks. I
wish them every success for the final.

Withdrawal Treaty 2 versus just
leaving

My long held view is I want to leave the EU as soon as possible without
signing a Withdrawal Treaty. We should offer a free trade agreement to avoid
the need for tariffs if the EU would agree to talks after we leave.

Opinion polling shows that just leaving is more popular than accepting
Withdrawal Treaty 2. That commands just 19% support. It is more popular than
Withdrawal Treaty 1. Withdrawal Treaty 2 is clearly an improvement on 1.
 Polls also show a majority of those who want to just leave would rather sign
Withdrawal Treaty 2 than remain or delay further if they cannot achieve their
first preference thanks to this Remain oriented Parliament.
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It is difficult to fathom why so few MPs make the public case for just
leaving when it is a more popular option than the policies they advocate and
when it is so obviously in the national interest. This dithering and delaying
Parliament is creating continuing business uncertainty. It is talking us
down. It is making us an international joke. Much of the governing
establishment tells us by word or deed they think we should be governed by
the EU and cannot manage to govern ourselves.

I thought Ministers, Shadow Ministers and MPs were employed to speak up for
the UK, to create a realistic confidence in ourselves and our future. Instead
many assist the EU in their negotiations, take their side in disputes when
the government does speak up for us, and seem to take pleasure in any bad
news as proof the public made the wrong decision.


