Excess deaths

Some regulars to this site and a few of my constituents are raising the issue
of excess deaths. Over the last year according to official statistics these
have been higher than normal. Some want to know if the covid vaccines have
anything to do with this. The NHS medical establishment makes clear they do
not think so and continue to recommend the vaccines as safe.

The latest excess death figures show above normal levels of death from
cardiovascular causes, and sharply higher from liver disease. The overall
excess death numbers are well below the covid peak prior to general
vaccination.

It would be helpful if the NHS could provide a medical explanation of the
trend in excess deaths over the last year, with any recommendations they
might have to bring it back down. Meanwhile others without medical training
will speculate, with worries about delays and missing treatments amongst the
issues they raise.

Written Answers from the Department
for Energy Security and Net Zero —
environmental performance of rented
home

Department for Energy Security and Net Zero provided the following answer to
your written parliamentary question (184255):

Question:

To ask the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero, if he will
make an assessment of the potential impact of his Department’s policies on
improving the environmental performance of rented homes on levels of rental
payments. (184255)

Tabled on: 10 May 2023

Answer:
Graham Stuart:

Alongside the consultation on improving the energy performance of privately
rented homes, the Government has published an impact assessment, which
includes an assessment of the potential impact on rental payments. The
Government is refining the policy design to ensure the costs, circumstances,
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and potential impacts relating to energy efficiency improvements are fair and
proportionate for landlords and tenants. The Government will publish a
summary of consultation responses by the end of this year and will publish an
updated impact assessment once the final policy decisions are made.

The answer was submitted on 18 May 2023 at 16:37.

Written Answers from the Department
for Energy Security and Net Zero —
wind turbines

Department for Energy Security and Net Zero provided the following answer to
your written parliamentary question (184257):

Question:

To ask the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero, if he will
make an estimate of the proportion of the cost of manufacturing new wind
turbines for use in the UK that has been incurred in factories based in the
UK in the last three years. (184257)

Tabled on: 10 May 2023

Answer:
Graham Stuart:

The Department does not hold this data.

The answer was submitted on 18 May 2023 at 16:40.

Written Answers from the Department
for Energy, Security and Net Zero -
heat pumps

Department for Energy Security and Net Zero provided the following answer to
your written parliamentary question (184253):

Question:
To ask the Secretary of State for Energy Security and Net Zero, if his
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Department has made an estimate of the take up rate for heat pumps in
existing dwellings up to 2030. (184253)

Tabled on: 10 May 2023

Answer:
Graham Stuart:

The Department for Energy Security and Net Zero estimates that current and
proposed policies could support total retrofit heat pump uptake of around
60,000 in FY24/25, 90,000 in FY25/26, 150,000 in FY26/27, 250,000 in FY27/28,
400,000 in FY28/29 and between 500,000 — 700,000 in 2030.

The answer was submitted on 18 May 2023 at 16:38.

My Telegraph Article on Hydrogen and
Energy

The government takes its net zero ambitions seriously . It 1is embarking on a
trial village scheme to see if we could all heat our homes with hydrogen.
Many people would prefer to keep their current boilers and pipes and switch
to hydrogen when it is safe and affordable to do so. Heat pumps are a hard
sell with doubts expressed about the costs of installing them, the costs of
running them and the adequacy of the heat in older homes. The government
have various issues to trial around hydrogen safety, leaks and
affordability. When would the cost of it come down? Will it become
competitive with current natural gas charges? 1Is it a priority to introduce
it into homes, or to develop it for powering trucks and heavy plant where
batteries are more difficult?

The truth is the green revolution cannot take off until there are products
and services people want to buy and can afford that will take natural gas and
solid fuel heating out of homes and replace diesel and petrol vehicles. For
this reason government has concentrated more on getting the electricity
industry to make a major change to how it generates its power first, and has
instructed business to put themselves on a faster joruney to net zero than
individuals and families. There is no point in making people go electric if
generation is not green. The danger is in doing so the government intervenes
too much in our energy system, raising costs and charges and damaging
national resilience and supply. It is not a green win if the UK replaces
domestically produced gas with imported LNG, as that produces far more C02 in
its compression, transport and conversion than using our own gas from a North
Sea field by pipe. Nor is it a world win if we make energy too expensive here
driving steel, ceramics and other energy industries out of the country. We
will then have the additional C02 for transporting the imports as well as
losing the jobs and tax revenue.
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In its latest Energy Bill the government proposes making an additional tax
charge on energy users to cover the costs of some of the development work on
hydrogen. This is the latest in a series of extra taxes on energy. We have
very high carbon taxes through an emissions trading scheme which the UK has
made severe. There are windfall taxes on energy profits. The rate of general
business profits tax has been raised by 31% this year. The costs of getting
permits and complying with all of the requirements if you still want to put
in a power station, drill for gas or build a wind farm have also gone up,
whilst the electricity grid is not large enough for the extra renewables
wanting to use it. The main energy policy seems to be to get investors to put
in more pipes and cables to the continent so we can import more, especially
when the wind is not blowing and the sun is not shining and we are short of
power. This model results in yet dearer energy as we have to bid into a
European market that is often short of power itself.

There has to be some end to this policy of ever more taxes and

interventions. Some industries in the UK are not competitive today because
of our energy costs. Government then has to boost public spending by granting
sbsidies to industries that cannot survive with current energy prices, giving
back some of the taxes it has imposed. This is a self destroying money go
round, where not imposing the tax in the first place would be a better
answer.



