
Recording of the week: Akabira for
flute ensemble

This week's selection comes from Tom Miles, Metadata Manager and Curator of
Europeana Music.

This song, "Akabira", was recorded by Klaus Wachsmann in Kasule, Uganda, in
1954. Nshegu is the name given to an ensemble of flute players: the five
members of the ensemble (pictured) each play an end-blown, composite cone-
flute with a single note (some flutes have more than one note). By playing in
a particular order, the nshegu players are able to create a vibrant, complex
web of sound. 

Akabira for flute ensemble

Toro Flute Set, Kasule, Uganda, 6 July 1954

This is just one of over 1500 of Wachsmann's recordings which are available
on British Library Sounds.

Follow @tommilesz, @BL_WorldTrad and @EuropeanaMusic for all the latest news.

By preserving our sound heritage now,
in the future we can recreate the past

Sound recordings freeze moments in time: music or theatrical performances,
the words spoken by the famous or in everyday speech, or the sounds of our
environment. When played back, they allow us to understand, to experience, to
be immersed in – to relive – those moments.

Yet preserving sound recordings and making them accessible is a huge
challenge, not least because sound recordings can rapidly decay and as
technology marches forward, formats quickly become unplayable.

Many thousands of archived magnetic tapes urgently need digitising

The British Library’s Save Our Sounds programme received a tremendous boost
when in 2015 a £9.5 million grant was earmarked by the National Lottery.
After months of preparation and assessment, prioritising the most significant
at-risk sounds collections around the UK and building a network of 10
collaborating institutions, our ambitious project called Unlocking Our Sound
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Heritage is launched today.

Unlocking Our Sound Heritage builds on the generous support of other donors
and funders, meaning that the total project funding of £18.8 million is now
in place. The funding enables the formation of the first ever UK-wide network
of ten sound preservation centres. This network will now come together with
the British Library to save almost half a million rare and unique recordings.

The funding allows the British Library to lead this major preservation and
access project, sharing skills and supporting the ten centres across the UK
in order to preserve their own unique and rare regional sounds and make them
more accessible to the public.

The Library and its ten partners will invest in a schedule of public
engagement activities, including well-being workshops, learning events for
families, and tours, events and exhibitions. A vital element of the project
will be a new website for listeners to explore a wide selection of
recordings. This website is scheduled to go live in 2019.

Cleaning a shellac disc before digitisation in the British Library’s sound
studios

Dr Sue Davies, Project Manager at the British Library commented:

“This project has been a long time in development and, over the
last 18 months, we have laid good foundations for the next five
years. I am excited to be part of this HLF funded project which
will make a huge difference to the care of and use of audio
archives across the UK. I am particularly looking forward to
working with the ten institutional partners, sharing our skills and
making it easier for a wide range of people to engage with recorded
sound.”

Unlocking Our Sound Heritage has been made possible thanks to the generous
support of the Heritage Lottery Fund, the Garfield Weston Foundation, the
Foyle Foundation, Headley Trust, the British Library Trust and the American
Trust for the British Library and other kind donors.

The ten centres that will soon begin work on preserving their regional sounds
are: National Museums Northern Ireland, Archives + with Manchester City
Council, Norfolk Record Office, National Library of Scotland, University of
Leicester, The Keep in Brighton with the University of Sussex, Tyne and Wear
Archives and Museums, National Library of Wales, London Metropolitan
Archives, and Bristol Culture.

Richard Ranft, Head of Sound and Vision

More information: 
Save our Sounds
Unlocking our Sound Heritage press release 12/04/17
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£9.5m boost from Heritage Lottery Fund for our Save our Sounds campaign
Save our Sounds: 15 years to save the UK’s sound collections

Recording of the week: Kébendo Jazz

This week's selection was prepared by Dr Graeme Counsel, the archivist for
the Syliphone record label digitisation project funded by the Endangered
Archives Programme.

Kébendo Jazz were one of Guinea’s greatest orchestras, super-stars when many
groups, such as Bembeya Jazz, were still in their infancy. Adapted from an
ancient Mandé song, this recording from circa 1971 is an alternate version to
that which appears on Syliphone SLP 25. The song celebrates Guinea’s grande
artistes, with a reminder to “do what you have to do and do not worry about
the hour of your death”.

Soumba performed by Kébendo Jazz

This  example  is  part  of  a  large  collection  of  Syliphone  record
label recordings from the Radio Télévision Guinée archives, created in the
Republic of Guinea under the Presidency of Sékou Touré (1958-1984) following
independence  from  France.  The  collection  was  digitised  as  part  of  the
Endangered Archives Programme (EAP) project whose work contributes to the
preservation of archival material that is in danger of destruction, neglect
or physical deterioration world-wide.

Follow @bl_eap, @BL_WorldTrad and @soundarchive for all the latest news.

Recording of the week: Silversmithing
– 2D to 3D

This week's selection comes from Liz Wright, National Life Stories Project
Interviewer.

Rod Kelly is a silversmith who specialises in the technique of chasing to
create low relief decoration on the surface of silver vessels, which he often
raises (hammers from sheet metal) himself. Rod depicts images from nature
with a fluidity of line that seems effortless, but the process of decorating
a  three-dimensional  object,  based  on  a  two-dimensional  design,  can  be
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painstaking.  In  this  clip,  he  describes  the  nerve-wracking  process  of
composing a design on a silver form.

Rod Kelly_the nerve-wracking art of silversmithing

Silver vase, Philippe Wolfers c.1895 (Rijksmuseum) 

Visit Crafts on British Library Sounds to hear more from British artisans
working with studio crafts such as pottery, metalwork, jewellery  and book
arts.

Follow @BL_OralHistory and @soundarchive for all the latest news.

Recording of the week: can you guess
what it is yet?

This week's selection comes from Jonnie Robinson, Lead Curator of Spoken
English.

Capturing authentic dialect and slang presents a considerable challenge, but
documenting nonce-words is almost impossible. We have all probably coined a
nonce-word on the spur of the moment – either intentionally or accidentally –
to describe an action, object or phenomenon for which no conventional term
readily springs to mind. If sufficiently amusing or apposite, the term may
subsequently be adopted within a family or among a group of close friends,
but evidence of this linguistic creativity is hard to find and even harder to
evaluate as nonce-words are by their nature restricted to private use and
typically short-lived. But surely English would benefit from a word like
chubble?

The meaning of Chubble

This recording was just one of the words and phrases contributed to the
Evolving English WordBank by visitors to the British Library’s Evolving
English exhibition in 2010/11.  People were invited to submit a word or
phrase  they  felt  was  somehow  ‘special’  in  their  variety  of  English.
Contributions to the WordBank include local, regional and vernacular forms
and  idiolectal  expressions  used  within  families  or  friendship  groups,
creating  a  snapshot  of  spoken  English  at  the  start  of  the  21st  century.  

Follow @soundarchive for all the latest news.
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