UK Airspace Policy Consultation

In light of the problems with aircraft noise and nights flights in the
constituency I have lobbied Ministers, Heathrow and the National Air Traffic
Services (NATS). Please find below the letter I have written to Department of
Transport in response to their consultation on night flights.

I would also strongly encourage residents to contribute to the consultation
which ends on 25 May. The link is available here: http://bit.ly/2m7iTnc.



http://www.government-world.com/uk-airspace-policy-consultation/
http://bit.ly/2m7iTnc
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22 February 2017

UK Airspace Policy Consultation: Formal Response
Dear Sirs

| am writing in regard to the UK Airspace Policy Consultation. Please consider this a
formal submission to the consultation.

| welcome the proposal that future flight path changes should be subject to a suitable
level of oversight by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) when such alterations would
substantially effect communities on the ground. I also support the proposal to establish
an Independent Commission on Civil Aviation Noise (ICCAN) to ensure that “noise
has been considered and mitigated where possible” when new routes are proposed.

However, | think it is entirely unacceptable that this proposal relates only to future
changes. It also only makes reference to improved oversight of flight path changes
made by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA) and not NATS (National Air Traffic
Services) which is responsible for directing aircraft across the routes operated by the
CAA. NATS has discretion to make unilateral procedural changes to flight path route
changes. | believe this is entirely unacceptable and needs to be looked at as part of
the consultation.

All easterly flights from Heathrow Airport proceed through the Compton ‘gate’ which is
centred on the town of Wokingham (see the enclosed map). In 2014, without
consultation, NATS narrowed the gate from 13 to 11 nautical miles and concentrated
easterly flights over Wokingham. NATS contend that this was for safety reasons which
is their primary statutory function when planning such routes. However, since this
change, noise rates across the flight path have increased significantly. In response,
NATS have simply said that noise mitigation does not come within their remit.

Cont...

Email: john.redwood.mp@parliament.uk Tel: 020 7219 4205


http://johnredwoodsdiary.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/12.jpg

| therefore believe that the improved oversight of flight paths, as suggest in the
consultation, should apply to both the CAA and NATS and that decisions by NATS
should be subject to the call-in function that it is envisaged will be granted to the
Secretary of State. | would also like to see procedural changes made by NATS subject
to approval by both the CAA and the ICCAN and public consultation.

As part of this process, | believe that changes previously made without consultation —
such as that to the Compton route - should be immediately reversed.

| also believe that the CAA, NATS and the aviation industry should be encouraged to
keep more planes away from built up areas, flying more slowly and saving fuel, so they
come in to land directly without being in a stack. They should also be encouragéto
use higher flight paths so planes stay higher for longer, reducing the numbers
experiencing noise. Further measures could also be introduced to promote good flying.
This might include later dropping of the wheels, less acute turns and aggressive use
of power on and the flaps. All these measures save fuel as well as reducing noise.

| welcome the fact that the consultation proposes better processes for the future, but
it also needs to take account of decisions that have already been made without due
process.

Yours sincerely

CC: Lord Ahmad of Wimbledon
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