
Time to be firm

France is behaving foolishly. The Agreement has been honoured by the U.K.
offering licences to French fishing vessels that fished in U.K. waters when
we were in the EU.

France wants licences for vessels that did not have legal licences before. If
they were fishing in our waters they were doing so illegally. The French
arrest of one of our trawlers was unreasonable as it has a licence to fish in
French waters. Apparently it was missing from a list giving the French an
opportunity to be awkward, despite being told our vessel was legal.

Meanwhile the U.K. needs to bring to a head the way the unreasonable conduct
of the  EU towards Northern Ireland is diverting trade from GB to the EU
against the clear statement of the Protocol.

I did not support the final Agreement because I thought there would be
trouble over the interim fishing agreement and  the Protocol. Both were said
to be temporary. We need to bring forward terminating them both and implement
a proper Brexit on these vexatious issues. We are quite entitled to given the
illegal actions of France and the EU and the terms of those Agreements.
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