Thunderstorms to hit central,
southeast China

Thunderstorms and heavy rains are forecast to hit parts of central and
southeast China in the next 24 hours, the national observatory warned
Saturday.

From Saturday evening to Sunday evening, parts of Hubei, Anhui, Hunan,
Jiangxi, Zhejiang and Fujian provinces will be lashed by thunderstorms, wild
winds or hailstones, according to the National Meteorological Center (NMC).

The center issued a blue alert, the lowest in a four-tier warning system, for
severe convective weather for the above-mentioned regions, predicting
precipitation of 20 to 40 millimeters per hour, or even 50 millimeters per
hour, in some areas.

The NMC cautioned that local governments should take emergency measures
against thunderstorms, strong wind and potential disasters, including
mountain floods and landslides.

China has a four-tier color-coded weather warning system, with red
representing the most severe warning, followed by orange, yellow and blue.
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