
Three works by British modernist
artists gifted to the nation

The works, including a Dame Barbara Hepworth sculpture, will go on
display in February 2020
The donation has been made through the Government’s Cultural Gifts
Scheme

A sculpture by Dame Barbara Hepworth (1903-1975), a sculpture by Denis
Mitchell (1912-1993) and a painting by William Scott CBE RA (1913-1989) have
been acquired for the nation through the Cultural Gifts Scheme, administered
by the Arts Council.

The three works were owned by Nancy Balfour (1911-1997) – art collector and a
senior editor at The Economist, who was Chairman and President of the
Contemporary Art Society – and given to the public by her niece, Kate
Ashbrook.

Hepworth’s Orpheus (Maquette 1), dated 1956, is a bronze sculpture on a
wooden base. One of four ‘Orpheus’ works, three of which were editions, this
sculpture is an early example of Hepworth’s move from carving predominantly
in stone and wood, to including bronze and brass among her materials of
choice. Stringed and shaped like a parabola, Orpheus (Maquette 1) may be an
allusion to the lyre of the mythical musician.

Trevarrack by Denis Mitchell is a bronze sculpture dated 1961. Mitchell was
Hepworth’s assistant from 1949 to 1959, and his work clearly shows her
influence. Moving to St Ives at the age of eighteen in 1930, Mitchell became
a key figure of the St Ives School.

Small Cornish Landscape by William Scott was painted circa 1953; Scott
produced relatively few landscapes in Cornwall like this painting,
concentrating mostly on still life. After spending a few months in Cornwall
in 1935 and 1936, Scott returned in the early 1950s when the present picture
was made. His landscapes from this time show an increased focus on
abstraction, with blocks of colour beginning to overcome any sense of figure.

Arts Minister Helen Whately said:

I am delighted that, thanks to the Cultural Gifts Scheme and the
generosity of the donor, The Hepworth Wakefield Gallery will
benefit from three new brilliant works.

Barbara Hepworth’s work will now join one of Britain’s major
collections of modern art. Together with the Scott painting and
Mitchell bronze, it will be enjoyed by hundreds of thousands of
visitors each year.
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All three works have been allocated to The Hepworth Wakefield gallery in West
Yorkshire. Opened in 2011, the art gallery was named after Hepworth who was
born and brought up in Wakefield; it houses important works by many major
modern British and contemporary artists – including Eileen Agar, Wilhelmina
Barns-Graham, Patrick Heron, Henry Moore, Ben Nicholson and Graham
Sutherland.

Simon Wallis, Director, the Hepworth Wakefield, said:

We are thrilled that Wakefield’s art collection will receive this
generous philanthropic gift. These are three major works of art
that will find a perfect home for wide public appreciation and
benefit at The Hepworth Wakefield.

Following acceptance and allocation of the gift, donor Kate
Ashbrook said:

‘I am pleased that these striking and important works by British
modernist artists have found a permanent home at The Hepworth
Wakefield where they will complement the core collection. My aunt,
Nancy Balfour – a commanding figure in the modern-art world – could
have found no better place for them to live.’’

Edward Harley OBE, Chairman, Acceptance in Lieu Panel said:

I am delighted that these three works should be brought into a
public collection through the Cultural Gifts Scheme. Hepworth,
Mitchell, and Scott were all pre-eminent British modernist artists,
and it is fitting that their work should go to The Hepworth
Wakefield, one of the foremost museums of modern British art in the
UK. I hope that this example will encourage others to use the
scheme and continue to support our national collections.

The acceptance of these three works will generate a tax reduction of
£124,500.

Object information:

1. Barbara Hepworth

Orpheus (Maquette 1) 1956 brass and strings, mounted on a hardwood base
16½in. (41.9cm.) high; 21¼ in. (53.9 cm.) overall Conceived in 1956, in an
edition of eight.

2. Denis Mitchell

Trevarrack 1961 signed with initials, inscribed and dated ‘TREVARRACK 61 /



DAM NO. 2’ (on the underside) polished bronze with a light brown patina
mounted on a slate base 21¼ in. (53.9 cm.) high overall; 20 in. (50.8 cm.)
high excluding base

3. William Scott

Small Cornish Landscape c. 1953 signed ‘SCOTT’ (lower right), inscribed
‘Small Cornish Landscape’ (on the stretcher) oil on canvas 7 x 15 in. (17.8 x
38.1 cm.)

The Cultural Gifts Scheme was launched by the Department for Digital,
Culture, Media & Sport in March 2013 as an important element of its expanding
programme to encourage philanthropy for the arts. The Acceptance in Lieu
Panel, chaired by Edward Harley OBE, advises Ministers on all objects offered
under the Cultural Gifts Scheme. The Scheme is administered by the Arts
Council and enables UK taxpayers to donate important objects to the nation
during their lifetime. Items accepted under the Scheme are allocated to
public collections and are available for all. In return, donors receive a
reduction in their income tax, capital gains tax or corporation tax
liability, based on a set percentage of the value of the object they are
donating: 30 per cent for individuals and 20 per cent for companies.

The Arts Council is the national development body for arts and culture across
England, working to enrich people’s lives. We support a range of activities
across the arts, museums and libraries – from theatre to visual art, reading
to dance, music to literature, and crafts to collections. Great art and
culture inspires us, brings us together and teaches us about ourselves and
the world around us. In short, it makes life better. Between 2018 and 2022,
we invest £1.45 billion of public money from government and an estimated £860
million from the National Lottery to help create these experiences for as
many people as possible across the country. www.artscouncil.org.uk

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/

