This report shows that any argument
that the current fee system is
progressive 1is absolute nonsense-
Marsden

Gordon Marsden MP, Labour’s Shadow Education Minister, commenting on the IFS
report on tuition fee reforms, said:

“This report shows that any argument that the current fee system is
progressive is absolute nonsense. From scrapping the maintenance grant to
freezing the repayment threshold, this Government has increased the debt
burden of students from disadvantaged backgrounds, who will graduate with
debts in excess of £57,000.

“Under the Tories, student debt continues to rise with no end in sight, and
students in the UK will now graduate with a shocking average of over £50,000
in debt.

“After Labour pledged to scrap tuition fees, the First Secretary of State has
called for a national debate on tuition fees, and he is right to do so. The
Government must decide if they want to carry on funding our higher education
system through a lifetime of debt and a tax on aspiration, or deliver a debt-
free education system run for the many not the few.”
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