
The UK Kept 1.5 degrees Alive, A New
COP26 Presidency Report Show

UK government launches COP26 Presidency outcomes document, celebrating
the successes of the Glasgow summit and the UK’s COP Presidency year
The report details the progress made to tackle emissions, mobilise
finance and help those impacted by climate change and calls for further
action ahead of COP27 in Egypt next week
The launch will take place at Lancaster House with COP26 President Alok
Sharma and Prime Minister Rishi Sunak

COP26 President Alok Sharma will today [Friday 4 November] launch the UK’s
COP26 Presidency Outcomes Document, as he joins the Prime Minister to host
around 80 global business CEOs for an event at Lancaster House.

The new report, which comes as the UK prepares to hand over to Egypt next
week, highlights progress made over the three years since the UK took on the
Presidency of the COP. It also acknowledges that more needs to be done at
COP27 and beyond to implement the commitments made at COP26.

Under the UK’s stewardship and during a global pandemic, COP26 brought
together nearly 200 countries to forge the historic Glasgow Climate Pact. The
Glasgow Climate Pact remains the blueprint for accelerating climate action
this critical decade to keep 1.5°C in reach.

The report details key achievements across the UK Presidency’s four
overarching goals of mitigation, adaptation, loss and damage, and finance and
collaboration. Highlights include:
– Keeping 1.5 degrees alive: Over 90% of the world’s GDP, up from 30% when
the UK took on the COP Presidency, is now covered by net zero commitments.
More than 153 countries have now put forward new 2030 climate plans, known as
nationally determined contributions.

Increasing funding and launching UN work for dealing with climate
impacts: record levels of finance to help countries adapt to the effects
of climate change have been pledged to the Adaptation Fund and the Least
Developed Country Fund under the UK Presidency. In addition at COP26,
countries agreed to double 2019 levels of adaptation finance by 2025,
the first quantified adaptation finance target.

Accelerating unprecedented low-carbon transitions of industries such as
transport and energy, with commitments covering power, coal, methane,
fossil fuel financing, forests and land, transport and sectors,
including the first ever agreement to coal phase down in a UN climate
decision.
Finalising the Paris Rulebook after 6 years of negotiations, which sets
out the instructions and products needed to fully implement the Paris
Agreement on climate change. These guidelines build confidence and
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transparency as countries deliver on their commitments to meet the goals
of the Paris Agreement.

This progress has been achieved against the backdrop of an incredibly
challenging geopolitical context, driven by Putin’s illegal invasion of
Ukraine which has demonstrated the integral link between climate change,
energy security and the vulnerability caused by our dependence on fossil
fuels.

The UK’s Presidency has continued to drive action throughout this, working
with countries, civil society organisations, and local communities to ensure
that the commitments made in Glasgow are delivered to keep 1.5 alive.

Alok Sharma, COP26 President, said:

“The last three years have been a unique privilege and I have been inspired
by the urgency and the ambition I have heard around the world.

“The decade ahead can be one where we pull back from the precipice of climate
catastrophe and unlock a just and sustainable path to prosperity for billions
of people around the world.

“To do this we must fully deliver on the promises made at COP26 and in the
Glasgow Climate Pact.”

Mr Sharma will host members of the UN-backed international campaign Race to
Zero at Lancaster House to consider how global business take forward the
legacy of the COP26 UK Presidency and deliver on the Glasgow Climate Pact, in
his final engagement as COP President before COP27.

Before the reception at Lancaster House, the COP President will join His
Majesty The King and the Prime Minister at Buckingham Palace to mark the end
of the UK’s COP26 Presidency and the beginning of Egypt’s Presidency of
COP27.
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