
The UK after Brexit

Freedom day is the day we leave the EU. It is one of those curious cul de
sacs of history that the UK, a fiercely independent and democratic nation,
spent 47 years with increasing shackles over our decisions in the EU. Like
Gulliver, the UK found herself bound by more and more rules and regulations
from Brussels, tied down by something UK voters were told was just a trading
bloc. This so called common or single market was of course nothing less than
a political Union in the making. The project of full economic, monetary,
social and political integration was fully understood on the continent, but
constantly denied by dishonest UK politicians. They were aware that UK voters
were unlikely to sign up to the full scheme, so they pretended it was not
happening.

Reality kept threatening to break through. Early skirmishes about whether
Brussels should settle our labour laws or not were on party lines, with the
left once in charge giving these issues away to the EU. The UK had a proud
record of leading improvements in employment standards before we joined. Both
major parties in the UK grasped that UK voters would not accept the abolition
of the pound and the substitution of the Euro, so the UK negotiated an opt
out from the biggest push so far for full union. There was an attempt to side
step a common migration policy, but the EU found ways to require the UK to
join them in a large part of their common borders regulations. Many UK voters
disliked intensely the idea that they could no longer decide their money,
their borders and their laws through UK elections and by lobbying their
Members of Parliament. When they were given the chance to decide, they
decided to leave the EU to take back control of their government.

Once we have left the UK can start to exercise her democratic rights again.
The country that did so much to spread democracy around the world, provided
the Mother of Parliaments, and had some of the earliest struggles to control
the executive and create a proper democratic franchise, will need to learn
again how to do things for herself through her own democratic institutions.
It is true the UK did not distinguish herself by resisting the democratic
forces of the Founding fathers of the USA. It is one of those ironies that
those early Americans who championed the rights of the settlers did so from
English precedents and from English political and philosophical writings.
Today, as with the American revolution, the Mother of Parliaments at
Westminster has to be taught a lesson in applying her own beliefs. Too many
MPs and members of the House of Lords regret the decision of the people, and
have sought to deny democracy her rights. They will have to accept that the
UK is leaving the EU and will be better off from doing so.

So what we will we do with our freedoms? We will become a keen advocate of
free trade globally, signing deals with those who share our vision of the
power of free trade to spread and increase prosperity. We will liberate our
fishing grounds from the Common Fisheries Policy, which has been unkind to
our fish and to our local fishermen and women. We will put in place a
migration policy that is fair to all corners of the world, eliminating the
European preferences in the current system. We will be able to spend the
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large annual sum we currently send as tribute to Brussels on our own
priorities at home. We will regain control of our tax system, permitting us
to amend and change the system the EU has imposed on taxing transactions
through a Value Added Tax.

I find the delays in getting out unacceptable and the fears expressed usually
ludicrous. What part of “Leave” did the politicians not understand when they
asked the people to decide? Why do they not see that spending our own money
and making our own laws must be better, and should lead to greater prosperity
for the country. The good news in all this is once again the people have
proved to be more sensible than the political and administrative
establishment who advise them and seek to control them.

Long live freedom. There is nothing to fear, and everything to welcome. I
want my country to be self governing once again. Then if the politicians get
it wrong, the people can kick them out and try with a new team. All the time
we live under Brussels we have to accept the inflexibility and injustice of
their laws.


