‘The people and Government of Mexico
stand,’ quake-hit country’s leader
tells UN Assembly

21 September 2017 — In midst of recovery from two major earthquakes in the
last two weeks, Luis Videgaray Caso, the Minster for Foreign Affairs of
Mexico told world leaders today that his country takes comfort in the global
solidarity shown during this tragic time.

This coming together evidenced by emergency assistance from countries both
near and far, the Minister expressed his appreciation for the support in the
aftermath of the disaster and added that being a member of the United Nations
through such an ordeal, means “being among family.”

He said the degree of international unity being demonstrated in Mexico today
is the sort of remedy other global challenges are lacking, and that the root
of many world challenges stem from a mistrust in multilateralism.

“No country, as powerful as it may be, is capable of responding alone to the
enormous challenges shared during our time,” he noted.

Turning to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, Mr. Caso reaffirmed
the power of solidarity, saying that for his nation, the agenda is a state
commitment, and that UN Members States should collectively channel the
Organization as a means of prioritizing human prosperity.

In his address, the Mexican leader also underscored the importance for
protecting human rights, ensuring women and girls are not vulnerable to
sexual abuse and violence, and combatting discrimination.

Underscoring the need to strengthen measures promoting inclusion, Mr. Caso
reaffirmed his country’s openness to the world and expressed hope for cross-
cultural bridges to neighbors near and far.

Acknowledging his country’s socio-political tension with the United States,
Mr. Caso noted that Mexico is proud of being a member of North America and
underscored support for fellow Mexicans “regardless of immigration status.”

“The Mexican Government has a moral and legal obligation to protect and
support you,” he said, and celebrated the “dreamers” — undocumented
immigrants brought to the US as children — who through this legislation were
able to pursue education and hopes for a better life.

Concluding his remarks, Mr. Caso recalled the tragic disasters that hit
Mexico, adding: “My message to you today is that we Mexicans will overcome
this catastrophe and our nation will emerge stronger.”

“The people and Government of Mexico stand.”
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Full statement (in Spanish) available here
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