
The Murad Code should become the gold
standard to deliver justice and
accountability: UK statement at the UN
Security Council

May I begin by thanking you, Special Representative Pramila Patten.

The relationship and the strength of the relationship between the United
Kingdom and your office is something we hold very dear, and we welcome the
continued coordination and strength of the work we’re doing on this important
agenda.

To our brave activists, Mariana Karkoutly and Hilina Berhanu, for your stark
insights, and also for your practical recommendations of the responsibilities
and also the importance of action from us, the United Nations Security
Council.

And of course, to you, Nadia Murad – your determination, your courage, your
example has at its heart, a real willpower to build a world for survivors.
Simply put, it’s an inspiration for me, and I know I speak for every Member
of the Security Council. And your testimony today is again reflective of that
central objective that we all share.

Today, as we’ve heard from the very powerful testimonies and the reports of
SRSG Patten, we continue to see disturbing reports emerging yet again of rape
and sexual violence from Ukraine.

We are now once again reminded that when conflict erupts, sexual violence
soon follows.

As we’ve heard, in northern Ethiopia, Syria and Ukraine, we have witnessed
the devastating effects on communities, on families, and especially on women
and girls. It is important we come together and stand for these courageous
survivors – not just to provide hope, but to provide action, and ultimately
justice.

It is clear that impunity continues to be the norm for perpetrators. It
should be an exception, and we must try for that.

And frankly put, the fact, here we are, that this is happening, and let us
reflect on that, in the year 2022, it is not just unacceptable, it is utterly
shocking.

And therefore, we must strive to do more collectively to end the violence,
and ultimately, as we heard from each of the very powerful statements,
deliver justice and accountability for survivors.

We need to ensure that survivors can safely record their experiences, in a
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way that strengthens the pursuit of justice.

That is an important first, yet pivotal and crucial, step towards
accountability.

However, as we’ve heard from Nadia Murad’s powerful testimony, this is far
from a reality for many survivors around the world. And frankly put, we must
ask the question of ourselves, why? Why have we failed to protect? Why have
we failed in our collective duty to put survivors first?

Despite numerous guidance for those collecting information and evidence from
survivors and witnesses, mistakes, frankly, continue to be made. Mistakes,
not through any bad intent, yet mistakes which can allow the wheels of
justice to slow, and indeed destroy lives.

Too many survivors are not told about what their options are, or given the
time and space to make their own choices about how their testimonies are best
used.

Too many survivors continue to face unnecessary re-interviewing. 27 times –
reflect on that figure, colleagues – 27 times, as one courageous survivor
told me, they had to give an interview.

Interviews are being interrupted, they’re being overheard, and by that, the
impact of those testimonies diluted, and they do not meet the threshold –
which too often is put forward as the reason why prosecutions cannot take
place.

The consequences can be devastating, soul destroying, ending all hope. Simply
put, it is unacceptable.

Survivors are being re-traumatised time and time again. And work to deliver
justice and accountability is being undermined.

So therefore it is vital that we end these harmful practices and put
survivors’ rights at the very heart of the evidence gathering.

And therefore I am greatly humbled to join Nadia’s Initiative and the
Institute for International Criminal Investigations in releasing the Murad
Code today.

Firstly, Nadia thank you – we’ve known each other many years – you inspire me
and your courage is a powerful example to us all.

The Murad Code is a global code of conduct for the collection of information
and evidence from survivors of conflict-related sexual violence.

It has been shaped by survivors, governments, international organisations and
civil society.

Because it is our responsibility to place survivors’ needs at the heart of
our work.



I urge everyone involved in documenting and investigating conflict-related
sexual violence to follow the Murad Code. In fact, go further – it should
become the gold standard for any NGO, government agency or human rights
institution in the field. Putting survivors first and at the centre of
investigations should not be optional.

But our collective efforts cannot stop there.

This year, we are exploring all options to strengthen international action,
including a new international Convention as proposed by our Foreign Secretary
Liz Truss.

From the 28th – 30th November, we will also host an international conference
to boost our work, marking ten years since the launch of the UK’s Preventing
Sexual Violence in Conflict Initiative in November this year.

We will continue to bring faith and belief leaders together in support of
survivors through the Declaration of Humanity.

We will make further progress to enhance the rights and wellbeing of children
born of sexual violence, following the Call to Action launched in November.

And we will respond robustly to reports of sexual violence in conflict,
wherever they occur.

We have heard about the distressing situation in Ethiopia. The nature and
scale of reports of sexual violence that have come out of Tigray, Amhara and
Afar are deeply disturbing. Yet many communities remain cut off from
communications and therefore unable to tell their story.

That is why it was important to us, today, to invite the first Ethiopian
civil society representative to brief the Council on the situation in
northern Ethiopia.

And what’s more, to hear from an Ethiopian woman who has been integral to
feminist youth movements, and who has recently worked with communities across
the country who have been affected by conflict-related related sexual
violence.

The UK Government has committed more than £7 million to support survivors in
northern Ethiopia and improve national accountability systems. We are also
providing expertise to build capacity to hold perpetrators to account.

I welcome the African Union’s leadership on conflict-related sexual violence.
30 African countries now have a National Action Plan on Women, Peace and
Security – providing an essential framework for addressing this issue and
women’s political participation in conflict-affected contexts.

We have heard again how rape is being used to destroy the lives of Syrians by
various parties to the conflict.

The UK has spent over £4 million through its Conflict, Stability and Security
Fund in response since 2016 in response.



We have strengthened the medical documentation of attacks in accordance with
international standards, and improved support services for survivors.

I was pleased to see the first conviction for conflict-related sexual
violence offences in Syria, delivered in Koblenz in January.

The UK will also continue to support Afghan women, who face some of the
highest rates of violence in the world, and are watching the progress made in
recent decades unravel.

Islam is clear on equality for girls and rights for women: we continue to
press the Taliban on this issue.

We are pushing to integrate services for all survivors of gender-based
violence, including sexual violence, into Afghan healthcare provision.

We are also working with the International Rescue Committee, the UN
Population Fund and others on programmes to protect women and girls, and
provide access to gender-based violence services.

We are collectively shocked at the abhorrent testimonies which are emerging
from Ukraine. The reports of rape and sexual violence committed by Russian
armed forces must be properly investigated.

That is why the UK has worked with partners to refer the situation in Ukraine
to the International Criminal Court, to establish a Commission of Inquiry
through the UN Human Rights Council and, with the support of Ukraine, to
establish an OSCE Mission of Experts. In March, we announced an additional £1
million in funding for the ICC to help uncover evidence of war crimes.

Sexual violence in conflict is a vile stain on humanity. Wherever it occurs,
it is our moral duty to work together to help survivors, and do all we can,
to stamp it out.

To perpetrators – every person in every society must be determined to send a
clear and unequivocal message – you will be found, you will face justice,
however long it takes.

And to survivors – thank you for the hope, thank you for your courage – we
will always stand with you and for you.

Sexual violence is a crime against you, it’s a crime against our common and
shared humanity.


