
The elections in Thuringia and Saxony

The Success of the AFD and a new so called left wing anti migrant party in
the two latest German regional Parliament elections confirms a pattern of
voters despairing of traditional parties. In the U.K. the two main parties
got just 58% of the vote in the General election. In Germany despite a
revival of the Conservative CDU the two main parties were way below 50%
together with the Chancellor’s SPD slumping to just 6%. Their national poll
standing for next year’s federal election is only 15%. The three parties of
the governing coalition struggled to get to a combined 10%.

Chancellor Scholz announced a reduction of benefits for illegal migrants and
more deportations too late to win back lost votes and with many people
cynical about whether the government will in practice do anything effective
on migrant numbers. Germany of course has to accept free movement from any EU
country so it is dependent on border enforcement in other countries.

There has been a growing gap in many countries between the pro immigration
policies most governments and public wishes. There are similar schisms over
various net zero policies. The traditional German parties refuse the enter
coalitions with the AFD though they have not said the same against the other
new anti migrant party. Meanwhile the CDU has gained support by shifting to a
tougher stance on the issue.
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