
The debate last night

C4 made the debate about trust. It would have been more useful if it was a
debate about how we get out of the cost of living crisis, how we tackle
public service reform and how we earn our livings in a divided and dangerous
world.

Tom Tugendhat had an advantage with the audience that he had not been a
member of the government so he had not had to vote for everything it did or
defend everything it said. C4 did not press Mr Sunak on why he tore  up a
Manifesto promise to put up National Insurance . They did not press him on
why he thought printing £450 bn of new money would not be inflationary. They
did not even ask how, if  a £12 bn NI tax rise was essential for the NHS it
would manage now he had given back some of that money with a partial NI cut.

None of them were asked how they would slim and improve the functioning of No
10.
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