
Task Group on New Medical School holds
first meeting today (with photos)

     The Secretary for Health, Professor Lo Chung-mau, and the Secretary for
Education, Dr Choi Yuk-lin, cochaired the first meeting of the Task Group on
New Medical School today (October 22) to discuss strategic directions and
major parameters for the establishment of a third medical school in Hong
Kong.

     At the meeting, members of the Task Group discussed the considerations
for establishing a third medical school in Hong Kong, and concluded that the
third medical school should adopt an innovative strategic positioning in
pursuit of complementary development with the two existing medical schools.
The Task Group recommended that the curriculum design of the new medical
school should be accorded top priority in consideration, requiring the
medical curriculum to meet the requirements as stipulated by the Medical
Council of Hong Kong. Proper arrangements should also be made for medical
students to undergo an adequate amount of clinical training, thus ensuring
that the medical students are well equipped with both professional knowledge
and clinical skills to safeguard the interest of patients. The new medical
school should also set out a forward-looking long-term development plan for
its campus and teaching facilities, as well as an interim arrangement for a
campus and a teaching hospital if admission of students is essential before
the long-term facilities are available, alongside strategies to ensure
financial soundness.

     Professor Lo said, "The establishment of a third medical school is a
significant project in the development of medical education in Hong Kong. Not
only will it attract global talent and help nurture more outstanding doctors
for further reinforcement of the city's healthcare system in the sustainable
provision of healthcare services with enhanced quality and quantity, but also
serves to promote high-quality development in medical education and research,
dovetailing with the city's development as an international hub for medical
training, research and innovation."

     Dr Choi said, "The establishment of a new medical school will further
elevate Hong Kong's position as an international education hub. Taking this
unique opportunity, the scope of local medical teaching and research will be
expanded through an innovative curriculum design and diversified student
recruitment arrangements, complementing our goals of nurturing future talent
and promoting the development of the 'Study in Hong Kong' brand."

     The first target of the Task Group is to extend an invitation of
proposals within this year to local universities interested in setting up the
new medical school. The Task Group will liaise with respective universities
and assess the proposals, addressing issues on funding arrangements, course
accreditation, sources of teaching staff and students, a teaching hospital
and research etc. The Task Group will subsequently submit to the Chief
Executive in Council recommendations on the establishment of the new medical
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school and related arrangements. Land will also be reserved in the Northern
Metropolis Ngau Tam Mei for the construction of the new medical school campus
and the associated integrated medical teaching and research hospital.

     The Chief Executive announced in the Policy Address last Wednesday
(October 16) that the Government supports the plan, by local universities, to
establish a third medical school. The Task Group on New Medical School was
then established the next day (October 17) to take up the responsibilities of
devising the direction and parameters for establishing the new medical
school, exploring ways to nurture more local medical talent and enhance Hong
Kong's healthcare system, as well as promoting various measures for Hong Kong
to become an international medical training, research and innovation hub. The
Task Group comprises seasoned local, Mainland and overseas academics for
medical teaching and university management, professionals, the Chairman of
the Medical Council of Hong Kong, the President of the Hong Kong Academy of
Medicine, as well as representatives from relevant government bureaux and
departments.
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