
School uniform fund approved for
2017-18

The grant is available to pupils in year 7 of maintained schools in Wales who
are eligible for free school meals, and to pupils in special schools, special
needs resource bases and pupil referral units who are aged 11 at the start of
the school year and who are eligible for free school meals.

Cabinet Secretary for Education, Kirsty Williams, said:

“Chosen by each school, school uniforms provide students with a
school identity; strengthen school and individual spirit and pride
— not unlike the way team kit builds identity, morale and self-
esteem. Every child can appreciate wearing a school uniform is a
powerful rite of passage, and an equally powerful statement of
belonging.

“This fund is about making sure everyone in Wales, no matter what
their background, has the opportunity to feel their best and thrive
at school. I remain committed to closing the achievement gap
between the pupils from our most deprived communities and those
from more prosperous areas.”

£6.8m for medicine revolution to boost
Welsh health and economy

The Genomics for Precision Medicine Strategy, which is supported by £6.8m
Welsh Government funding, sets out how Wales can capture the health and
economic benefits of genomics.

New genetic and genomic technologies will allow scientists and healthcare
professionals to develop a much more detailed understanding of the link
between our genes and health.

In recent years there has been international recognition that these
technologies have the potential to revolutionise medicine and public health.

The Strategy will help develop new services and technologies to improve the
diagnosis and treatment of complex illnesses including cancer, heart disease
and rare diseases. Patients will benefit through improved diagnostics,
reduced waiting times and better treatments.
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Health Secretary Vaughan Gething said:

“The strategy will play a key part in developing a modern NHS in
which we invest in health, research and education, a priority in
our programme for government, Taking Wales Forward.

“We are providing leadership and funding to support skilled job
creation and advances in research and development. It will also
help us develop workforce skills and expertise that will help make
Wales more attractive to international academics as a place to work
and live.

“Our genomics strategy will help to create improved international
academic and business links in addition to improved genetic and
public health services delivered by NHS Wales.”

The Genomics for Precision Medicine Strategy, outlines key actions as part of
a 5-10 year genomics plan, and has been developed by a Welsh Government-led
genomics taskforce, working with key stakeholders from academia, industry,
the third sector, the NHS and the public.

The Genomics for Precision Medicine Strategy (external link) is open for
consultation and will run until 24 May 2017.

EU funding boost an Epic start to
Easter
The additional funding will be used for marketing and partnership work in
support of the themed years  – as well as boosting the funding available to
the private sector under the Tourism Investment Support Scheme (TISS).
 Funding will also be made available to the public sector under TISS to
improve visitor facilities and amenities.

Economy Secretary, Ken Skates, said: 

“This package of investment by the Rural Development Programme will
make a major contribution to how we develop the products that we
have here in Wales as well as how we market Wales to the world. It
will enable us to make sure that the correct amenities are in place
at the local level; to encourage innovative and top quality product
development; and it will help us take these products to the world
through Visit Wales marketing.  With the existing EU tourism funded
projects currently in development with partners in Wales, we are
looking at more than a £100 million investment in the sector up
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until 2020 which will have a big impact on Wales’ competiveness in
the global marketplace. 

 “I’m delighted to be making this announcement at the beginning of
what will hopefully be a busy season for the tourism industry in
Wales. We’ve experienced two record breaking years for tourism,
with figures for the first 9 months of 2016 showing a substantial
increase of 12% in the number of overseas visitors coming to Wales
and a 9% increase in the amount they spend during their visit.
We’ve also seen a significant increase in the number of day
visitors coming to Wales – there was 31% increase in day visit
expenditure last year. Our aim for 2017 is to sustain these record
breaking figures with continued investment and innovation in
marketing and product development. 

“The recently launched Year of Legends campaign, which includes an
advert starring Luke Evans has been hailed as a game changer by
industry leaders, there was a sharp spike in visitors to the
visitwales.com website on 1 March as the advert launched and
Facebook posts published on St David’s day were seen by more than 1
million people. Campaign work now continues to convert early
interest into bookings for the summer.

“This week, the popular EPIC installation is back with a new
legendary new look for Easter and its first appearance of the year
will be at Margam Park. I’d like to wish the industry a successful
start to the season.”

Further information on application process for the RDP funding will be
available to the industry following the Easter holidays. 

Visit Wales’ innovative travelling art installation, a focal part of the
summer campaign last year, has undergone a makeover over the winter to
reflect the Year of Legends theme for 2017. The sign has been refreshed and
recovered with illustrations of our most popular and well known legends.
Visitors will be able to read all about the stories behind the legends as
these are printed on the base of the sign which measures 4 meters high and 11
meters wide. This year’s campaign film with Luke Evans is also a feature of
the sign; with a QR code to view the film printed on the sign. The sign will
be at Margam Park from Tuesday 11 April until the May Bank Holiday before
moving to another legendary location in Wales.

The letters will again act as a focal point for visitors’ selfies and is
designed to encourage image and content sharing on social media using the
campaign hashtag #FindYourEpic. The tour is supported by an integrated
campaign consisting PR and other media activity including digital
advertising, e-mail marketing and social media activity targeting families
and visitors in our core regions in North West England, The Midlands,
Yorkshire, London and the South East.



Michael Sheen supports Welsh
Government campaign to promote
children’s rights

The campaign includes a number of children’s rights and United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child (UNCRC) resources and the Children’s
Rights Wales website. Both provide information and advice for children and
young people, and those who work with them, about their rights.

Wales leads the way in championing children’s rights and the Welsh Government
formally adopted the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child
(UNCRC) in 2004. 

Communities and Children Cabinet Secretary Carl Sargeant said:

“I’m delighted that Michael Sheen is supporting our campaign to
make children and young people aware of their rights.”

“It is important they know they have the right to get involved and
have their voices heard when decisions are made which affect their
lives.”

“By participating in decision making, children and young people may
be able to access and better understand their rights, and play a
fuller role in their own lives and in the communities where they
live.”

Michael Sheen said:

“The Welsh Government continues to be ground-breaking in its
commitment to children’s rights and the UN Convention on the Rights
of the Child. As a father I appreciate the importance of children
having access to a great education and healthcare, but equally that
they should be safe and happy. It is important that children and
young people are aware of their rights so that they can have their
say about issues that may affect them.”
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Wales hits target for maximising
£1.8bn EU Funds

And Wales has invested £1.33bn – 65% – of the £2bn EU structural funds
allocation as part of the 2014-20 programmes.

The Welsh Government has submitted its final claim to the European Commission
of £95m, in relation to the 2007-13 programmes, bringing the total amount
drawn down to the maximum £1.8bn allocated during that funding round, driving
a total investment of £3.4 billion. 

This makes Wales one of the best performing EU regions.

Projects supported by the 2007-13 EU programmes in Wales helped 72,700 people
into work; 234,300 people to gain qualifications and created 11,925
businesses and 36,970 jobs.

The programmes  exceeded key targets, including more than doubling those for
helping people into work, gaining qualifications and creating new businesses.
 

Professor Drakeford said: 

“Between 2007 and 2013, EU funding supported a wide range of
projects, benefiting people, businesses and communities across
Wales.  

“The programmes were delivered in particularly challenging times,
during which Wales was hit by a global financial and economic
crisis.

“To deliver these results is a fantastic achievement and I would
like to thank our partners in making a success of these programmes.

“EU funding has also helped to narrow the gap between Wales and the
UK in areas such as employment, economic activity, skills and
investment in research and innovation.” 

Some of the flagship initiatives supported during the 2007-13 EU funding
round include:

£40m for Swansea University’s Innovation Campus where 5,000 students are
currently studying. It is expected to attract thousands more in the
coming years;
£85m for more than 79,600 apprenticeships and more than 12,400
traineeships across Wales at employers including Airbus, Admiral and GE
Aviation;
£3m for the restoration of the Lido Ponty, which has so far attracted
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almost 100,000 visitors;
£13.5m for the collaborative research and innovation ‘SEACAMS’ project
to support Wales’ marine science sector;
£4.3m for Plas Heli Wales’ National Sailing Academy and Events Centre in
Pwllheli;
More than £130m for the development of major roads, including the Heads
of the Valleys A465 and Harbour Way in Port Talbot as well as
improvements to train stations across Wales. 

Investments to date in the current 2014-20 funding round include:

£64m for major upgrades to the A40 in Pembrokeshire and the A55 in North
Wales; 
£4.6m to support the development of Cardiff University’s new world-
leading Brain Research Imaging Centre, CUBRIC;
£76m for the Wales Business Fund which is helping Welsh SMEs to grow by
providing loans and equity investments; 
£1.7m for the STEM Cymru 2 project to promote careers in STEM industries
to young people in Wales; 
£27.7m for the Attractor Destinations scheme, led by Visit Wales, to
create 11 must-see destinations across Wales, including Porthcawl
Maritime Centre and the Caernarfon Town and Waterfront Regeneration
initiative.

Professor Drakeford added: 

“I am confident we will be equally successful in investing the EU
funds allocated to Wales for 2014–20 before the UK leaves the EU.

“It is vital Wales receives replacement funding from UK sources
after 2020 at the same level we currently receive from the EU so we
can continue to address long-term challenges and support our
economy to grow.”


