
Ultrafast Wi-Fi for Llangollen
Eisteddfod

Celebrating its 70th anniversary year, the festival has recently connected to
ultrafast broadband which provides speeds of 330Mbps through BT’s Fibre on
Demand service which is available in Wales as part of the Superfast Cymru
programme.

The service will provide fast wi-fi to the 4,000 performers and 50,000
visitors attending the world-renowned event, which is taking place between 3
– 9 July.

The festival already had superfast broadband speeds available in its office
and pavilion, but decided to invest in Fibre on Demand to provide improved
and faster communications for all those attending the event.

Minister for Skills and Science Julie James said:

“The Llangollen Eisteddfod welcomes thousands of visitors from
across the world every year and what people experience here will
give them a lasting impression of Wales.  It’s excellent news that
the festival has taken advantage of Fibre on Demand through the
Superfast Cymru programme, which demonstrates how Wales is a
digitally connected country.

“This festival was established to create better understanding and
build friendships between nations.  That makes it even more fitting
that visitors will be able to stay connected during their time
here.

“Superfast Cymru is transforming the digital landscape in Wales.
 Over 645,000 premises now have access to superfast broadband as a
result of the programme.  Wales has the highest availability of
superfast broadband among the devolved nations  with over eight out
of ten premises able to access it.”

Rhys Davies, Eisteddfod Chairman, said:

“We are delighted to be bringing Fibre on Demand through the
Superfast Cymru programme to the Eisteddfod field in time for this
year’s event. This additional service will greatly enhance the
facilities available for our audiences, exhibitors and competitors
who will be able to access information and share their experiences
of the Eisteddfod in a way that has never been possible before.
This would not have been achieved without funding from Arts Council
of Wales and the assistance of the Welsh Government and we are very
grateful for their support.”
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Ed Hunt, Superfast Cymru programme director for BT, said:

“Up and down the country more and more people are seeing the
benefits of superfast broadband.

“Our Openreach engineers are working incredibly hard every day to
roll-out the infrastructure as quickly and as widely as possible.
It’s great to see that such a world renowned event as the
Llangollen International Musical Eisteddfod, along with its
thousands of international visitors, will benefit from the
superfast infrastructure that we’re building.”

Superfast Cymru is the partnership between the Welsh Government, BT, UK
Government and European Regional Development Fund, bringing faster broadband
to areas which would otherwise not receive it.

The Welsh Government also runs an Ultrafast Connectivity Voucher scheme which
provides assistance for businesses which want to upgrade to ultrafast.

Drive to improve education at heart of
Estyn review

Estyn plays a key role in raising standards and the quality of teaching and
education across the country through rigorous inspection and expert advice.
The review will look at the implications of Wales’s extensive education
reforms for the future role of Estyn.

The review follows an exchange of letters between the Chief Inspector and the
Cabinet Secretary, where they agreed that such a review would build on
Estyn’s strengths and improve the work of the Inspectorate further.

The review, which will be undertaken by Professor Graham Donaldson, will
begin in August and is due to report in early 2018.

  The Cabinet Secretary said:

“I am grateful to Meilyr for proposing this course of action. I
fully support the proposals so that we continue to drive up
standards in our education system.

“Our education reforms must be aligned to support the delivery of
our new curriculum. I am therefore especially pleased that
Professor Donaldson has agreed to take forward the review. He has a
wealth of experience of conducting reviews of education systems
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around the world, including Australia, Portugal, Sweden and Japan.
”

Meilyr Rowlands, Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector of Education and Training in
Wales, said:

“Significant changes are happening to the education landscape in
Wales and inspection is also changing. With Estyn’s mission to
achieve excellence for all learners in Wales, we believe it will be
helpful to gain an independent view from Professor Donaldson.

“ I am pleased that the Cabinet Secretary has accepted my proposal
and is supporting this review. ”

Professor Donaldson said:

“Estyn has a vital part to play in the success of the reform
programme in Wales. I am therefore pleased to have been asked,
jointly by the Cabinet Secretary and the Chief Inspector, to
undertake an independent review of the ways in which its
contribution to the reforms can best be realised.”

Professor Donaldson will present his report to Welsh Government and the Chief
Inspector after gathering and analysing evidence on inspection, quality
enhancement and accountability while supporting Estyn to refine and develop
their practices.

The terms of reference for the review will be published shortly on Estyn’s
website.

Have your say in the development of
potential new Welsh taxes

He is urging people and organisations to come forward with ideas which could
be developed into new Welsh taxes.

The Wales Act 2014 provides the Welsh Government with powers to put forward
proposals for the development of new taxes in areas of devolved
responsibility. These proposals must be agreed by the National Assembly, UK
Government and both the House of Commons and the House of Lords.

During a debate in the Senedd today, the Finance Secretary will outline his
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intention to test the new Wales Act powers and outline some of the tax ideas
which have already been put forward by the Bevan Foundation. These include
ideas around tourism and takeaway packaging and funding social care.  

The Finance Secretary will also suggest that taxation could be used to change
behaviours or to discourage activity which has negative social impacts.

The debate follows the passage of two tax Bills by the National Assembly for
Wales, which pave the way for the introduction of two devolved taxes in April
2018 – land transaction tax, which replaces stamp duty land tax and landfill
disposals tax, which replaces landfill tax.

Professor Drakeford will say:

“In nine months’ time the Welsh Government will raise our own taxes
for the first time in almost 800 years. It marks a new relationship
between the Welsh Government, the National Assembly, the Welsh
taxpayer and devolved public services.

“The power to propose new taxes is an important lever, which we can
use to change behaviours and deliver improvements for our
communities. That is why I want to start a genuine debate about how
we use these powers to support our commitment to fairness,
wellbeing and growth.

“A number of ideas have already been put forward in the Bevan
Foundation’s report Tax for Good. Other ideas for new taxes to
support Welsh ideas, such as a tax to fund social care have also
been suggested.

“Alternatively, we could use these powers to change behaviour or
decrease negative practices, such as targeting land-banking through
a levy on unused land.  New taxes also presents us with an
opportunity to build on Wales’ strengths, where we could consider
taxes which aim to increase levels of recycling or perhaps look at
a tourism tax.

“I am keen to consider all ideas and want to start a conversation
around new taxes – with all political parties; with the public;
businesses and organisations across Wales.  I urge everyone to get
involved, share their ideas with us and help us shape future Welsh
taxes.”

A shortlist of ideas for new Welsh taxes will be considered in the autumn.

To get involved and put forward your ideas, please email
FinancialReformMailbox@wales.gsi.gov.uk .
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“New Treatment Fund is delivering for
the people of Wales” – Vaughan Gething

The New Treatment Fund makes £80 million available over the life of this
government, £16m annually, to speed up access to the very latest medicines
recommended by the National Institute for Health and Care Excellence (NICE)
and the All Wales Medicines Strategy Group (AWMSG).

Under the new system, all health boards in Wales are required to make a NICE
or AWMSG recommended medicine available no later than two months from the
date the final guidance is published, shortening the maximum amount of time
before which a health board must make a treatment available by a third.

As of 9 June, there were 17 applicable medicines available under the New
Treatment Fund. 

Six health boards have made all 17 medicines available. One health board,
Cardiff & Vale University Health Board, made 15 of the 17 recommended
medicines available within the two months, however all 17 medicines are now
available.

Welcoming the progress made so far, Vaughan Gething said: 

“I’m pleased that our new treatment fund is working, delivering
swift access to innovative new medicines to support people with
life-threatening conditions in Wales.

“In January, when I launched the New Treatment Fund, I said a
concerted, joint effort was needed between the pharmaceutical
industry, NHS Wales and Welsh Government to deliver a sustainable
and responsive approach to the introduction of new medicines.

“This was illustrated effectively just last month when the new
breast cancer treatment, Kadcyla™, was made available quickly
because the manufacturer engaged with NHS Wales to secure an early
agreement.   

“It’s good to see we are making good progress, but I expect to see
this continue over the five-year period of the fund.

“In the first two months, health board compliance showed some
variation in the availability of recommended medicines. I am glad
to see that has now been rectified and positive progress has been
made so people in Wales can benefit from this potentially life
changing policy.”
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Public Health Bill receives Royal
Assent

At an official sealing ceremony in Cardiff, the Public Health (Wales) Bill
became an Act of the Assembly. A Bill receives Royal Assent when Letters
Patent under the Welsh Seal signed with Her Majesty’s own hand signifying Her
Assent are notified to the Clerk of the Assembly. 

The radical Welsh law will extend smoke free areas to settings including
school grounds and hospital grounds, and introduce a licensing scheme for
procedures such as tattooing. 

It will also place a duty on local authorities to produce a toilets strategy;
require public bodies to consider how their decisions will affect people’s
health; prohibit the intimate piercing of children; make pharmacy services
more responsive to their communities; and place a duty on the Welsh
Government to produce a national strategy on preventing and reducing obesity.

First Minister of Wales Carwyn Jones applied the Welsh Seal to the Letters
Patent at the sealing ceremony, which was also attended by Public Health
Minister Rebecca Evans.

First Minister, Carwyn Jones, said:  

“This radical legislation will help us improve the health and
wellbeing of the people of Wales. 

“It keeps pace with emerging public health concerns and has a
strong focus on children, ensuring our young people grow up in a
Wales that helps them stay safe and healthy.”

Public Health Minister, Rebecca Evans, said: 

“This wide-ranging legislation will have a significant, lasting
positive impact on health in Wales. It will make a real difference
to people of all generations, from children who will be protected
from the harms of second hand smoke and the dangers of intimate
piercing, to older people who will benefit from better planning of
public toilet provision.

“I would like to thank all of the partners who worked with us to
develop this Act, and look forward to continuing to work with them
as it is implemented.” 
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