
SRUC Elmwood gamekeeping students
attend another great BASC shoot day

Gamekeeping students from the SRUC Elmwood Campus attended the recent British
Association for Shooting and Conservation (BASC) shoot day event at Scone
palace.

Official Statistics: Point of first
release: statistics on abundance of UK
butterflies

Trends of UK butterfly species are based on results of the UK Butterfly
Monitoring Scheme (UKBMS), presented at UK level, and at country level where
there are sufficient data. The UKBMS helps the UK to meet its obligations
under the European Habitats Directive (for Marsh Fritillary and Large Blue),
and to report on, implement or deliver country biodiversity strategies and
biodiversity indicators.
The UKBMS is run by Butterfly Conservation, the Centre for Ecology &
Hydrology, and the British Trust for Ornithology, in partnership with a
consortium of government agencies. The UKBMS is indebted to all volunteers
who contribute data to the scheme.

Blether Tay-Gither – Storytelling in
Dundee

From Blether Tay-Gither :

Our March Blether will be on Tuesday 28th March – at 7pm in Madigan’s Food
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Emporium and Bookshop, Castle Street.

This meeting sees us celebrate 10 Years of storytelling in Dundee.    Join us
for stories and cake!

Special guest is Jess Smith.

Seats are limited so please let us know ASAP if you are coming by contacting
e-mailing sheila@blethertaygither.co.uk or by phoning 01334 474836.

New funding for musical instruments in
schools – Kirsty Williams

The funding of £220,000 will help local authority music services to purchase
instruments that can be shared across Wales and be targeted at those most in
need.

Kirsty Williams said:

“A young person’s love and talent for music cannot be developed
unless they have access to the instrument of their choice,
especially for those who want to progress to the next level with
individual music tuition. That is why I am announcing an extra
£220,000 of funding, meaning £10,000 will available to each local
authority, through the Welsh Local Government Association, to buy
new musical instruments.

“We are also working with councils to establish a mechanism for
sharing instruments nationally to ensure that local authorities can
make better use of their existing stock of instruments and identify
gaps, which this new funding can help them address”.

The Welsh Government recently announced £1 million to establish a National
Endowment for Music, which will enable more young people to access musical
opportunities. The aim is for the fund to eventually generate at least £1m
per year, which will be used to fund additional music activities for young
people across the country.
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China’s aging population will reach
255m by 2020

Inverted pyramid [By Jiao Haiyang/China.org.cn]

Chinese authorities are projecting the country’s aged population (above 60
years old) will reach 255 million by 2020, but the provision of necessary
healthcare and nursing will fall seriously short of requirements.

According to a plan for elderly healthcare in the 13th Five-Year Plan (2016
－2020) jointly issued by 13 Chinese government departments including the
National Health and Family Planning Commission and National Development and
Reform Commission, the aging population will grow at an average rate of 6.4
million a year. By 2020, there will be 255 million elders, representing at
least 17.8 percent of the entire Chinese population.

The planning document indicates there will be an increasing number of totally
and partially disabled elders in the future. In 2015, the figure was 40.63
million, among whom 11.35 million had disability identity certificates.

However, China lags behind in elderly healthcare services and the growing
population imposes worrying pressures on the system. In 2015, China had 453
elderly convalescent hospitals, 168 nursing homes and 65 nursing service
stations to provide the much-needed medical care for the elderly.

Also in 2015, there were only 36,441, 11,180 and 316 staff
members respectively in the specialist hospitals, nursing homes, and nursing
stations.

Luo Qimin, a senior engineer who has been undertaking researches into elderly
people’s rehabilitation assistance devices for more than two decades, told
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21st Century Business Herald that China has just made a start in dealing with
aging issues, which are very complicated.

“The most urgent issue is the government should organize a really
professional team on the national level, involving every aspect, including
medical care, rehabilitation, creation of environment suitable for the
elderly, and policy-making, and treating the aging problem as a severe
problem needing urgent resolution,” he said.

The planning document proposes the concept of “growing old healthily,” which
means that to comprehensively and systematically intervene at an early stage
of life in all elements that may influence health. This will create a
favorable environment for living and nurture social support for elders’
health, which can extend the life expectancy and maintain good health.

It also pointed out that China has not built a comprehensive and continuous
service system yet to meet elders’ various health demands.

Li Fen, a research director from Shanghai Healthcare Development Research
Center, added that elderly people usually suffer from more than one disease
including chronic conditions, so there is great need for close cooperation
among various hospitals and medical care institutions and personnel, as well
as in the technologies and medicines. Currently, there is no strong
connection and interaction among different institutions and medical
professionals.


