
Financial incentives to attract new
teachers extended
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The incentives, of up to £20,000 per student, aim to attract the best
graduates into teaching priority subjects such as maths, chemistry, physics,
computer science and modern foreign languages.

Iaith Athrawon Yfory, the incentive scheme of up to £5,000 to train to teach
secondary education in Welsh, will also continue in 2019-20. Iaith Athrawon
Yfory can be applied for alongside the incentives for priority subjects,
making the maximum incentive up to £25,000.

The highest value incentives are available to graduates undertaking Initial
Teacher Education in the priority areas who hold a first class degree,
Masters or PhD, with other incentives for graduates with 2:1 and 2:2 degrees.

The funding is for postgraduates starting Initial Teacher Education (ITE)
courses in the following subjects:

Up to £20,000 for mathematics, physics, chemistry, Welsh or computer
sciences

Up to £15,000 for modern foreign languages

£3,000 for graduates with a first-class degree, a Masters or a PhD to
teach all other main secondary subjects and primary

A £3,000 supplement for graduates with a first-class degree, a Masters
or a PhD undertaking primary PGCE studies with subject specialism in
English, Welsh, mathematics or science.

Kirsty Williams, said:
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“Giving school pupils the best possible education means attracting
the best teachers into the profession, especially in priority
subjects where the demand for new teachers is highest.

“We are also extending the Iaith Athrawon Yfory incentives to help
increase the numbers teaching Welsh and through the medium of
Welsh, to help us achieve our aims in Cymraeg 2050.

“These incentives of up to £20,000, with an additional £5,000
available for Welsh-medium teachers, will help recruit the best
teachers we can and support them on their career pathway.
Maintaining a strong and skilled teaching workforce is essential to
achieving our ambitions in our National Mission for Education in
Wales.”

Further information on the incentives can be found at:

https://www.discoverteaching.wales/teacher-training-incentives/

Prime Minister gambling with nation’s
future – Jeremy Miles

With the Prime Minister facing the prospect of a heavy Commons defeat and the
threat of a no deal Brexit increasing, the Counsel General also announced
further funding from the European Transition Fund would be made available to
help Wales prepare for the possibility of the UK crashing out of the EU.

The Welsh Government’s white paper, Securing Wales’ Future, sets out an
alternative to the PM’s deal, which would prioritise the Welsh economy and
protect jobs and services.

We are continuing to press the UK government to work with us to secure a deal
which provides the best possible outcome for the whole of the UK.

Jeremy Miles said:

“We are scheduled to leave the EU in just over 70 days and we have
no agreed deal in place. We have been led to this cliff-edge by an
inept government more interested in its increasingly-desperate
attempts to hold its own party together than the national interest.

“The UK government has been playing dice with this country’s
future. It took 2 years to come up with the Chequers proposals –
effectively the government’s opening gambit on the long-term
relationship – which should have been in place when we triggered
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Article 50 almost 2 years’ ago.

“This was vital time lost posturing over red lines instead of
developing a viable strategy and building coalitions of support,
including those, like the Welsh Government and this National
Assembly, which advocated a sensible withdrawal based on respect
for the European Union and the vital interests of this country.

“There is no avoiding the serious reality of the difficult position
we now face. No deal is a very possible outcome and as a
responsible government we must do all we can to work with others to
prepare and mitigate where possible.

“Through our European Transition Fund we have been able to help
hundreds of Welsh businesses, as well as public service
organisations and other partners, plan and prepare for the impacts
of Brexit.”

Finance Minister Rebecca Evans will today confirm 3 more projects have
received funding from the £50 million European Transition Fund.

These are:

The Police Partnership Resilience – £435,000 to support the police
services’ preparations for Brexit. The funding would provide dedicated
capacity and capability to support local resilience forums in planning
and responding to adverse scenarios and civil emergencies, particularly
in the context of a no deal scenario.
ADSS (Association of Directors of Social Services) Cymru Brexit support
– £150,000 for ADSS Cymru to provide professional advice and
intelligence about the potential impact of Brexit on the delivery of
social care in Wales.
Preparations for successor arrangements to EU structural investment
funds – £590,000 to support the implementation of a post-EU regional
investment model for Wales. This includes external support for project
development and evaluation of the preparations for a new multi-annual,
multi-billion pound regional investment system. This work will help
ensure that Wales has the strongest possible approach to secure full
replacement funding and autonomy over successor arrangements for EU
structural funds.

She said:

“As the threat of ‘no deal’ looms, we have focused our attention on
bids which address immediate priorities in a no deal scenario.

“None of us wants to be in this position; but we will work to
protect Welsh businesses, the public sector and our communities
wherever possible from the worst impacts of a no deal situation
should it arise.”



And Jeremy Miles added:

“We will find out soon how the UK government and Parliament intend
to resolve this position. We have already called for the Article 50
deadline to be extended.

“The UK government has perplexed its friends, undermined our
country’s interests, caused anxiety to Europeans in our community
and exacerbated deep division among its own citizens. If the UK
government cannot bring forward a deal that commands strong support
then it should stand aside. The current chaos cannot continue.”

£1m for central Newtown business
centre

Powys Council will receive £1m of Welsh Government Targeted Regeneration
Investment funding towards the £3.8m project to refurbish the building.  

Hannah Blythyn, Deputy Housing and Local Government Minister said: 

“The project will modernise the building in the centre of Newtown,
creating 2,500 square metres of flexible office space for smaller
businesses to establish and grow in the centre of the town. 

“We know there is a need for more good quality office space for
businesses, and this investment aims to attract growing businesses
and high value jobs to Newtown. 

“The work will also improve the building’s energy efficiency,
generate solar energy and offer charging points for electric
vehicles. 

“We are committed to using regeneration funding to revitalise areas
and to promote economic growth that benefits our towns and
communities. I look forward to seeing this investment bring jobs
and businesses to Newtown.” 

The Welsh Government’s flagship Targeted Regeneration Investment programme is
providing £100m of capital funding across Wales over three years to support
regeneration projects in town centres and neighbouring areas. 

This funding is supported by estimated further investment of at least £60
million from other organisations and businesses, providing an overall boost

http://www.government-world.com/1m-for-central-newtown-business-centre/
http://www.government-world.com/1m-for-central-newtown-business-centre/


of £160 million to communities all over Wales. This is part of the Welsh
Government’s overall regeneration strategy, which will invest £800m between
2014 and 2023. This includes around £250m from the Welsh Government supported
by more than £550m from other organisations and businesses.

Powys County Council Cabinet Member for Property, Councillor Phyl Davies
said:

“The council is committed to strengthening the county’s economy and
providing modern offices in Newtown our largest town is a key part
of that strategy.

“Having modern flexible office accommodation will support local
businesses and help create a vibrant economy in the heart of the
town. The Ladywell House project is a long term investment for the
council and will generate income to support service delivery and we
are grateful to Welsh Government for their support.”

£7m to improve the mental health of
children and young people in Wales

The new investment will support the implementation of the Welsh Government’s
response to the recommendations made by the National Assembly’s Children,
Young People and Education Committee in its Mind over Matter report last
year.

The funding will build on previous investments to improve child and
adolescent mental health services (CAMHS) and will also support the whole-
school approach to improve mental health and wellbeing in schools.

The Minister will make the announcement during a conference in Cardiff today,
which will bring together Wales’ directors of education to discuss
‘Developing a partnership Approach for Mental health and Wellbeing’.

Health Minister, Vaughan Gething said:

“Improving mental health for everyone is a top priority for me as
Health Minister and for the Welsh Government.

“In Wales, we’ve taken action to put services in place to help
children and young people deal with the pressures of everyday life.
In recent years we have been able to provide additional funding to
expand the numbers of specialist staff and develop new services.
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“The extra funding I’m announcing today is a significant and
meaningful investment to help us do more to protect, improve and
support the mental health and wellbeing of our children and young
people by further developing these services.”

The £7.1m investment is in addition to £1.4m being invested by the Welsh
Government in a programme of mental health in-reach support for schools to
strengthen the support from CAMHS in schools in four pilot areas across
Wales.

Minister for Education, Kirsty Williams, said:

“The mental health and wellbeing of our children &amp; young people
is an absolute priority, and our ‘whole school’ approach ensures
this is central to the way schools work and touch on all the
different aspects of school life.

“This funding will help build on the dedicated, professional
support we provide to schools, including through our Child and
Adolescent Mental Health Service (CAMHS), to ensure our pupils are
fully supported through each stage of their education.”

‘No deal’ could have devastating
impact on Welsh farming and fisheries
– Lesley Griffiths

Speaking a day before the meaningful vote and ahead of her meeting with the
UK Government and Devolved Administrations, the Minister said a ‘no deal’
should be avoided at all costs to protect our valued rural and coastal
communities.

Welsh red meat and shellfish will be particularly vulnerable in the event of
a ‘no deal’, with 90% of our red meat exports and also 90% of shellfish
exports going to the European Union.  The prospect of high tariffs in the
event of a no deal Brexit will only add to the cost of exporting.

Leaving the EU without a deal would also mean all consignments of live
animals and products of animal origin will need an export health certificate
and need to enter the EU through a Border Inspection Post (not available in
Calais) –  adding to the costs of production and bureaucracy.

Welsh shellfish are transported live and delivered within 24 hours from Welsh
nets to EU markets. Any delays in this supply chain will result in poorer
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quality sea food and an increase in mortality, which will lead to a reduction
in prices. Ongoing problems could even cause the industry to collapse.

The Minister said:  

“We have always been clear a no deal Brexit is not an option for
Wales’ farming and fishing industries. Crashing out of the European
Union could decimate our rural and coastal economies and must be
avoided at all costs.

“Any no deal scenario would be bad for Welsh farmers as 90% of our
red meat exports go to the EU. High tariffs, increased bureaucracy
and delays at the border will only add to costs of exporting. 

“But a no deal combined with the removal of UK import tariffs would
be the worst case scenario for Welsh and British agriculture,
allowing cheap food imports at a time when our exports could be
subject to tariffs of up to 50% for some sectors.

“This would also be the case for our shellfish industry, which is
equally dependent on exporting to the EU.  Any delays at ports
preventing delivery of the live products within 24 hours could
potentially wipe out the industry.”

Lesley Griffiths added: 

“Our food companies are already experiencing difficulties
recruiting from the EU due to the initial drop in the value of
sterling.  A further reduction would only exacerbate these
difficulties.

“I make no apology for outlining these very real prospects of a no
deal.  We cannot underestimate or ignore the truly devastating
impact crashing out of the European Union will have on our
industries.

“As a government, we will do all we can to support the sector to
prepare for Brexit and the challenges ahead. Through our EU
Transition Fund, we have already provided £6m for projects to help
our farming, fishing and food industries ensure their
competitiveness in changing markets and enable them to thrive in a
post-Brexit world.”


