
It is our hope that this significant
fine will mark one of the final
settlements in a dark period in the
history of the banking sector –
Jonathan Reynolds

Jonathan
Reynolds MP, Labour’s Shadow City Minister, responding to the further fines
for RBS from
its involvement in mis-selling US subprime mortgages in the run up to the
financial crisis, said:

“It is
our hope that this significant fine will mark one of the final
settlements in a dark period in the history of the banking sector. 

“We
need a long-term plan: not just for RBS, which continues to face its own
challenges, but to ensure that the culture and practices of our banking
sector
are centred on the customers they serve.

“Protecting
the value of the taxpayers’ stake in RBS has to be the top priority for the
Chancellor, while also rebuilding the
reputation of British banking which plays such a crucial role in our
economy.”

Carwyn Connect heads to Swansea

 The Carwyn Connect event will give local people the opportunity to meet the
First Minister and ask him questions on any issues which affect them or their
local community.

The session will take place between 6pm and 7.30pm at Pen yr Heol
Comprehensive School (Gorseinon, SA4 4FG).

People are encouraged to register their interest in attending the free event:
Register your interest.

Questions can be asked in a number of ways – they can be submitted when
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people arrive at the venue when doors open at 5.30pm, in advance via email
cabinetcommunications@wales.gsi.gov.uk or via Twitter using @fmwales with the
hashtag #carwynconnect.

First Minister of Wales Carwyn Jones said:

“Over the past year, I have travelled across the country to hear
the views of local communities and answer the burning questions of
the people of Wales.

“I am pleased to announce the next event will take place in
Gorsienon. I want to see as many people as possible at the event,
so if you have a question for me, want to raise issues affecting
your community or have a great idea to make your home town a better
place to live, come along to the event.

“A wide variety of topics have come up in previous events – from
questions about hyper-local issues, to discussions about broad
Government policy.  

“This is your chance to meet and speak with me in person. I’m
really looking forward to meeting you all.”

News story: UK Minister for Asia Alok
Sharma visits Thailand

From:
First published:

26 January 2017
Part of:

Alok Sharma, the UK Minister for Asia and the Pacific, is in Bangkok for wide
ranging talks on issues including trade, human rights and Thailand’s election
plans.

The UK and Thailand have a strong relationship focused on practical
cooperation. Mr Sharma is here to deepen this.

In Bangkok, Minister Sharma will hold talks with Deputy Prime Minster Somkid
and Deputy Foreign Minister Virasakdi to discuss the strength of the
relationship and opportunities to increase trade and prosperity. Mr Sharma
will speak to other political figures, to hear their views on the political
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situation and the prospects for elections in Thailand.

Mr Sharma will meet members of civil society organisations to learn more
about their work and the challenges they face especially on freedom of
expression and to express the UK’s support for their work.

He will speak to businesses and investors to reaffirm that Global Britain is
open for business and discuss how the UK Government can help Thai and British
businesses trade with each other more.

Mr Sharma said:

Thailand is a very important partner for the UK, as proven by the
fact that over 1 million British people come here every year.

I will be holding talks on the British Government’s commitment to
boost bilateral trade and I will encourage further progress on
bringing in the rights and freedoms the Thai people need for
credible elections in the future.

Further information

Follow Foreign Office Minister Alok Sharma on twitter @AlokSharma_RDG

Follow the Foreign Office on twitter @foreignoffice

Follow the Foreign Office on facebook

Chinese leaders extend Spring Festival
greetings

President Xi Jinping, on behalf of the Communist Party of China (CPC) Central
Committee and the State Council, extended Spring Festival greetings to all
Chinese Thursday at a reception in Beijing.
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The Central Committee of the Communist Party of China and the State Council
hold a reception for the Spring Festival in Beijing, capital of China, Jan.
26, 2017. The Spring Festival, or the Chinese Lunar New Year, falls on Jan.
28 this year. (Xinhua/Zhang Duo)

Xi, also general secretary of the CPC Central Committee and chairman of the
Central Military Commission, delivered a speech at the gathering at the Great
Hall of the People, greeting all Chinese in the mainland, Hong Kong, Macao,
Taiwan and at abroad.

Li Keqiang, Zhang Dejiang, Yu Zhengsheng, Liu Yunshan, Wang Qishan and Zhang
Gaoli were also present.

This year’s Spring Festival, or Chinese Lunar New Year, falls on Jan. 28.

Notice: HU14 3HH, Transwaste Recycling
and Aggregates Limited: environmental
permit issued

The Environment Agency publish permits that they issue under the Industrial
Emissions Directive (IED).

This decision includes the permit and decision document for:

Operator name: Transwaste Recycling and Aggregates Limited
Installation name: Melton Waste Park
Permit number: EPR/BP3792LD/V006
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