State Council safeguards migrant
workers' rights

China’s State Council on Friday pledged to press ahead with addressing wage
arrears for migrant workers to safeguard their legitimate rights and
interests.

The pledge was made at a meeting presided over by Chinese Premier Li Kegiang.

Attendees of the meeting said that addressing the issue of wage arrears for
migrant workers was an important step to increase their income and strengthen
social justice, embodying the people-centered development concept.

The State Council will carry out special campaigns and inspection tours to
crack down on such offenses, while making some cases public.

Provincial, municipal and county-level officials will be held accountable for
wage arrears for migrant workers within their jurisdictions, according to the
meeting.

Human resources and social security departments must maintain clear and open
channels for people to report crimes, and a blacklist system should be
created to punish enterprises which are in arrears with migrant workers’
salaries.

Attendees also agreed to handle lawmakers’ suggestions and political
advisors’ proposals to promote scientific decision making. They said handling
lawmakers’ suggestions and political advisors’ proposals are important for
addressing people’s concerns and advancing administration according to law.

In 2016, departments of the State Council handled 7,873 national lawmakers’
suggestions and 3,862 proposals by national political advisors, and more than
3,000 opinions and suggestions were taken into consideration when drafting
relevant policies and regulations.

Attendees vowed to further address suggestions and proposals this year,
strengthening communication with lawmakers and political advisors, and making
public all responses to suggestions and proposals.

The 13th Five-Year Plans on food and drug safety were both approved at the
meeting. According to the plans, local governments, particularly county-level
governments, must be responsible for ensuring food safety. Firm crackdowns
will be launched against illegal additives to prevent risks.

The authenticity of clinical test data on drugs will be put under closer
watch, and production and sales of counterfeit drugs will be severely
punished.

Sample tests and early warning will be boosted, and such tests must cover
food, blood products, vaccines and essential medicines.
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Moreover, technology such as big data must be harnessed to ensure food and
drug safety, and national standards for medicines, medical equipments as well
as cosmetics must be heightened.

Theresa May should take urgent action
to stand up for bill payers — Clive
Lewls

Clive

Lewis MP, Labour’s Shadow Secretary of State for Business, Energy and
Industrial Strategy,

commenting on the energy price increases from Npower, said:

“This

government is doing nothing to enforce their own regulator’s strong advice
that

there should be no price hike.

“They

have done nothing to increase the number of families getting help to insulate
their home. And they are not doing enough to ensure better customer
treatment.

Theresa May should take urgent action to stand up for bill payers”

Minister for Railways inaugurates key
freight sector initiatives of Indian
Railways.

Minister of Railways Shri Suresh Prabhakar Prabhu inaugurated following key
freight sector initiatives today i.e. 02-03-17 at National Rail Museum, New
Delhi: -
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Presid ¢ TInd: .

week-long Festival of Innovations at
Rashtrapati Bhavan on March 4

The President of India, Shri Pranab Mukherjee will inaugurate a week-long
‘Festival of Innovations’ on March 4, 2017 at Rashtrapati Bhavan.

Press release: Prisons minister visits
staff at HMP YOI Winchester to hear
concerns from the frontline

e part of an ongoing tour of prisons to get to the heart of the daily
challenges staff face

e Minister Gyimah thanks staff at Winchester for their vital work in
delivering major reforms to improve safety and reduce reoffending

e follows £100 million investment in 2,500 extra officers across the
estate and specific funding at HMP YOI Winchester to help give offenders
the skills to find employment on release

Prisons Minister Sam Gyimah has paid tribute to the vital work of the
Governor and staff at HMP YOI Winchester in part of a nationwide tour of
prisons to hear concerns from staff on the frontline.

The visit comes as Ministers embark on wholescale reforms to the prison
system — including an additional £100 million to bolster frontline staff by
2,500 and a major package of safety measures. Winchester has been allocated
an additional £584,000 of funding to help tackle the rise in drugs, reduce
violence and improve safety.

HMP YOI Winchester is also building a new industries and education workshop,
which will help give prisoners on-the-job skills to prepare them for finding
work on release.

Training schemes such as these provide valuable vocational work for offenders
and can help to break the cycle of re-offending which costs society £15
billion a year.

Today (3 February 2017) the Prisons Minister sat down with the Governor and
prison officers at Winchester to hear first-hand the challenges they face and
how the reforms and increased investment is helping.
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Speaking after the visit, Prisons Minister Gyimah said:

Prison officers at HMP YOI Winchester do a challenging and often

dangerous job and provide support for a range of offenders.

I came to Winchester to thank the staff for their vital work in

helping turn prisoners’ lives around. Schemes to prepare prisoners

for employment on the outside are exactly what we want to see

across the estate as we embark upon the biggest prisons overhaul in

a generation.

“I want to see all prisons becoming places of hard work and
discipline where offenders are given the help they need to turn
their lives around.

We are investing £100 million to boost frontline prison staff by

2,500 to improve safety and are already carrying out a

comprehensive review of our probation reforms to improve outcomes

for offenders and communities.

The tour of the prison followed a visit to see the work of probation
the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Community Rehabilitation Company (CRC)
local National Probation Service. The CRC provide a Through the Gate
to support prisoners in the run up to, and after, their release from

staff at
and the
service
custody.

Staff from the local CRC work with prisoners at Winchester before they are
released into the community to provide a network of specialist support

services. This includes providing accommodation, employment and debt

advice,

support in opening a bank account, as well as offering tailored training and

education programmes.

Prisoners released as part of the Through the Gate service are then

supervised in the community by HIOW CRC, where they are offered a range of
support to help their resettlement into the community and reduce reoffending.

Kim Thornden-Edwards, chief of the Hampshire & Isle of Wight Community

Rehabilitation Company (HIOW CRC), said:

I am delighted that the Minister took time out of his busy schedule

to meet with our staff and people on probation in order to learn

more about the service we deliver.

The visit gave the minister the opportunity to see how we work

intimately with HMP YOI Winchester to provide a genuinely Through
the Gate service, and to also see how we work in partnership with a

range of agencies in order to reduce reoffending.

We are committed to supporting people on probation to ensure their

rehabilitation and are proud to get the chance to showcase our
approach with the minister.



The strong partnerships between staff at HMP YOI Winchester and the local
Community Rehabilitation Company represent the wholescale changes that are
taking place across the prison system following on from last year’s White
Paper announcement. This includes giving governors more powers over
education, work and health, so they can tailor support to the prisoners in
their charge.

The Prison Service is also leading a nationwide recruitment drive to bring in
the additional 2,500 prison officers. This week, a new scheme to recruit ex-
services personnel into the prison service launched at Newbury Race Course.
It will aim to attract the thousands of talented men and women who leave the
Armed Forces every year with the right skills, grit and determination to make
a real difference to the lives of prisoners. They will use their talent and
skills to bolster the frontline and support offenders to turn their backs on
crime.

A new, 2 year graduate scheme called Unlocked has also been launched and will
see participants complete a Master’s degree whilst working on the frontline.

By having more staff on the ground, staff will be better supported to do the
job they came into the Prison Service to do, and spend more time reforming
offenders.



