Expansion by Code Serve will create 50
jobs in Brynmawr with support from the
Welsh Government

Code Serve provides comprehensive and specialist fabrication and coded
welding services nationwide and provides structural steelwork for major
infrastructure projects around the UK.

It has outgrown its current facility — the former AIC Steel site in Newport
where it employed 15 people and has relocated to the former Tecweld building
on Noble Square Industrial Estate in Brynmawr.

The investment, which is just under £1m and includes the purchase of new
equipment, is backed by £400K from the Welsh Government’s Repayable Fund for
SMEs .

The company has already created 20 of the 50 jobs and taken on a number of
people who were employed by AIC Steel which went into administration last
year.

The news has been welcomed by Economy Secretary Ken Skates who said:

“I am delighted support from this Fund is enabling the company to
accelerate its expansion plans to meet the growing demand for its
services.

“This investment is not only a boost for the steel sector, which is
a top priority for the Welsh Government, but it will create a
significant number of jobs, offering a wide range of career
opportunities which is great news.”

Managing Director Dan Dark, who established the business in 2009,
said: “This is an exciting opportunity for the business which has
seen year on year growth and marks a new chapter in its
development. Our new premises will play a key role in helping us
achieve our medium and long term growth goals.

“We would not have been able to proceed at this time without
support from the Welsh Government and we look forward to taking on
new staff and creating new jobs. I am pleased that we have already
taken on some former AIC Steel employees who were made redundant
when the company went into administration last year.”

The new 37,000 sq ft. facility can accommodate the company’s expansion plans
and comprises a detached single storey industrial unit with a two storey
office section, modern extensions and a goods yard.
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The building, previously used for heavy steel fabrication, is equipped with
all necessary lifting equipment to handle large scale projects with space to
undertake additional processes in-house.

The investment in new equipment and larger premises will result in more
efficient manufacturing process and expand its capability by offering
processes such as shot blasting, testing and painting that are currently
outsourced.

Code Serve operates at the higher end of the fabrication spectrum and is one
of few businesses to achieve the high level accreditation of Execution class
4 for CE marking in fabrication and welding. It has provided coded welders to
support the development of Hinkley C Nuclear power plant, an area of work
that is anticipated to grow significantly. Other large projects include the
new roof on court 1 at Wimbledon, new stand at Anfield stadium, various cross
rail sites in London and the new northern hub at Ordsall chord Manchester.

Green Party: Better Care Fund is the
latest on a long list of the
Government’s NHS failures

8 February 2017

The Green Party has responded to a report showing Government plans to join up
the social care and health sectors to save money and work for hospitals are
failing [1].

Jonathan Bartley, Green Party co-leader, said:

“The Government appears to be in total denial about its consistent and
repeated failures around our NHS, and what is at their heart. So far the
Better Care Fund looks to have been a waste of time, money and effort. It
simply hasn’t achieved its stated goals of savings and reducing emergency
admissions, with emergency visits soaring and hospital workloads bigger than
ever.
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“While we welcome a joined up approach between social and health care this
project simply isn’t delivering and it won’t as long as cash flow worries
mount. The Government should urgently review the specific problems around the
fund. But it must also face up to the wider issue of chronic under investment
in health and social care.

“This is just the latest on a growing list of failures within the NHS,
contributing to a growing crisis. The Government must commit to easing the
pressure on both healthcare professionals and patients who are all suffering
under the current mismanagement of what should be, and could be a flagship
health service.”

Notes:

1. http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-38894593
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Expansion for Neath plant provides
boost for steel and construction
sectors

Express Reinforcements Ltd, which is based on the Milland Road Industrial
Estate, is investing £150,000 in bespoke machinery and associated IT hardware
and software that will increase capacity at the depot.

The Welsh Government is supporting the project with £65,000 to ensure the
investment goes ahead at the Neath facility.

The investment is essential for the Neath plant — which was formed in 1984 —
to meet the growing demand for its products.

The new equipment will not only increase production but will automate the
recording of production data during the manufacturing process.

Economy Secretary Ken Skates said:

“This expansion is important for the sustainable future of the
Neath facility and supports both the steel industry in Wales — a
priority for the Welsh Government — and the construction industry,
one of our key economic sectors.
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“Welsh Government funding support was essential to secure this
project for Neath that will create and safeguard jobs while the
increased production will also open up new supply chain
opportunities in Wales and provide further opportunity to
manufacture and supply steel products from Wales.”

Andy Lodge, Managing Director of Express:

“This is a great example of industry and government being aligned
and working for the benefit of all stakeholders. This investment
will help to give a more stable platform for our Neath business and
enhances the long-term sustainability of that business. The spirit
of partnership has been excellent to deliver this result.”

News story: New managed print and
digital solutions from CCS
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A new framework has been launched by CCS to give public sector and government
organisations access to managed print and digital solutions.

Customers from charities, schools and NHS trusts, to councils and government
departments, can choose from a full range of print and digital solutions,
including both fully managed end to end solutions and individual service
options.

Services include:

print and paper products (including envelopes and labels)

digital asset management

pre-production services (including basic design and artwork, photograph
retouching, typesetting and proofreading)

operational print, security print, large format and wide print

e direct mail and transactional print

e database management

e storage, fulfilment and distribution
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Benefits include a transparent price model to help organisations achieve
savings, and customers can expect savings in the region of 5-20% depending on
their print maturity and volumes.

All suppliers on the framework will use their expertise to help customers
achieve savings and move to digital solutions, where possible.

Welsh Government investment in steel
creates and safeguards 550 jobs

Economy Secretary, Ken Skates confirmed that the Welsh Government had
invested £2.8m to help create 90 new steel jobs in Wales and safeguard a
further 477.

Ken Skates said the investment at Code Serve in Brynmawr, Dyfed Steels in
Llanelli, Express Reinforcements in Neath and Celsa Steel in Cardiff would
help to secure a sustainable future for the Welsh steel industry.

The Economy Secretary said:

“The future of the steel industry and steel related businesses are
hugely important to manufacturing in Wales.

“Indeed the steel sector is a key priority for the Welsh Government
and I am delighted to announce support for four businesses that
between them are investing £8.75m in new facilities, new equipment,
expansion projects and environmental improvements in Wales.

“Together their and our investment will create 90 new jobs and
safeguard a further 477 highly skilled jobs in Cardiff and the
South Wales Valleys.

“The announcement of new jobs is of course always welcome, but at
a time when the sector faces extremely difficult trading conditions
and stiff global competition, the safeguarding of existing jobs 1is
more important than ever to the sustainability of the sector and
the growth of our economy.”

The Economy Secretary announce that Dyfed Steels — the largest independent
steel stockholder and processor in Wales and the south west — is investing
more than £4m in a new manufacturing facility.

The expansion is backed by £750,000 of Welsh Government support and will
create 30 new jobs and safeguard more than 170 in Carmarthenshire.
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The company are currently turning away a significant volume of business
annually due to lack of capacity. They have identified expansion
opportunities at their Llanelli site, rather than at another of their sites
in England.

Meanwhile fifty new jobs are being created at Code Serve in Brynmawr
following an expansion and relocation plan supported by funding from the
Welsh Government.

Code Serve provides comprehensive and specialist fabrication and coded
welding services nationwide as well as structural steelwork for major
infrastructure projects around the UK.

The company has outgrown its current facility at the former AIC Steel site
in Newport and is relocating to the former Tecweld building on Noble Square
Industrial Estate in Brynmawr.

The £1Im investment includes the purchase of new equipment and is backed by
£400K from the Welsh Government’s Repayable Fund for SMEs.

Express Reinforcements in Neath, a company that specialises in the
manufacturing and supply of steel reinforcement products for the construction
sector, are investing £150,000 in bespoke machinery and IT hardware and soft
ware to increase capacity.

The move will create and safeguard 22 jobs and has been supported by £65,000
from Welsh Government.

Finally the Welsh Government is providing £1.6m towards major environmental
improvements at Celsa Manufacturing (UK)'s two key steel production sites in
Cardiff.

The move will safequard up to 280 jobs and support the growth and
sustainability of the business.

Celsa Manufacturing (UK) is the UK's largest manufacturer of steel
reinforcement products with 100% of its output produced from recycled scrap.
Across its two main sites in Cardiff, it directly employs 600 people,
together with 194 full time contractors while its activities in Wales support
around 3000 supply chain jobs.

The investment will help safeqguard the future of around 280 jobs including
employees, contract workers and supply chain personnel.



