
Southwest China province reports two
H7N9 cases

Southwest China’s Sichuan Province reported two human H7N9 avian flu cases
Tuesday, bringing the total number of infections in the province this year to
six.

One of the patients is a 60-year-old man surnamed Huang, in Pengxi county,
while the other is a 48-year-old woman surnamed Zhou, in Zhongjiang county.
They are both in critical condition, according to the provincial health and
family planning commission.

No symptoms were found among those in close contact with them. Local
authorities have taken disease control measures.

Sichuan reported its first H7N9 case in early February.

H7N9 is a bird flu strain first reported to have infected humans in China in
March 2013. Infections are most likely to strike in winter and spring.

Farmers can be your neighbors

A farmers market, called “Farm to Neighbors” on the Lantern Festival, Feb.
11, 2017. [Photo/Wang Zhe] 
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Besides shopping in supermarkets, people in Beijing can buy fresh vegetables
from farmers’ markets, which are located in shopping malls. The initiative is
called “Farm to neighbors”.

Lantern Festival Market

The Lantern Festival Market was held from February 11 to 12 for the
traditional Chinese festival when people eat Yuanxiao, or rice dumplings, and
other dishes to celebrate the first full moon after the Chinese New Year with
their families.

Many locals came to this farmers’ market to purchase food or enjoy
interesting activities.

An elderly couple made Yuanxiao with two different fillings on-site,
attracting many customers. Many families also painted lanterns under the
guidance of a Chinese folk maestro.

Vegetables, meat, noodles, bread and sauces are sold by their producers, who
own their own farms or factories. Most of them just produce organic food.

“Because our Yuanxiao are made of organic glutinous rice flour, they are more
expensive than those in supermarkets. In fact, the numbers of Yuanxiao I
rolled can’t meet the demand, and many locals, especially foreigners prefer
this healthy food,” said the Yuanxiao roller.

Located in the embassy area, the farmers’ market is popular with foreigners
who live in Beijing. James, an American, always takes his Chinese wife to
shop here.

“We come here twice a month, it has a lot of stuff that can be guaranteed and
every time you can find new things,” said James.

Beijing bans higher emission vehicles
from road
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Starting from Feb. 15, light-duty gasoline-powered cars that fail to meet
the National Emission Standard III will be banned from entering Beijing’s
fifth ring on weekdays. [Photo: CRI]

Beijing will ban high-emission vehicles from its urban areas starting
Wednesday, authorities said Monday.

Starting from Feb. 15, light-duty gasoline-powered cars that fail to meet the
National Emission Standard III will be banned from entering Beijing’s fifth
ring on weekdays.

Violators will be fined 100 yuan (US$14.50) for every four hours that they
drive on the road. Substandard cars will also be taken off the road through
annual inspections or spot checks.

The Chinese capital currently requires new cars to comply with the “Beijing
VI” emission standard, which is higher than the widely-used National Emission
Standard V and equivalent to the Euro VI standard, the strictest in China.

The National Emission Standard I was introduced in 1999 and the National
Emission Standard II followed in 2004.

“After weeding out yellow-labeled cars [outdated and heavy-polluting
vehicles], vehicles consistent with the National Emission Standards II and
III release most of the pollutants on the roads,” said Yu Jianhua, chief
engineer of the Beijing Municipal Environmental Protection Bureau.

Higher-polluting gasoline vehicles account for less than 10 percent of
vehicles on the road, but discharge over 30 percent of nitrogen oxide and 25
percent of volatile organic compounds, according to Yu.



Beijing’s 5.7 million vehicles produce 500,000 tonnes of various pollutants
annually and account for 31 percent of locally-generated PM 2.5, a
particulate matter associated with hazardous smog, making it the prime source
of PM2.5, according to the environmental authority.

Plagued by smog over the past decade, the capital city has initiated a series
of regulations to improve its air quality.

It has moved out high-polluting industries, pulled outdated cars off the
road, continued to improve the public transportation system and rolled out
policies to support new energy vehicles.

Average density of PM 2.5 in the capital was 73 micrograms per cubic meter in
2016, down 9.9 percent from the previous year, according to the Beijing
Municipal Reform and Development Commission.

News story: 6 weeks until the pound
stops being round

Baroness Neville-Rolfe will pay tribute to the Royal Mint’s role as a global
leader in the production of coins and medals – exporting to an average of 60
countries every year.

The visit comes ahead of a major export conference in Cardiff due to take
place next month, celebrating Wales’ position as a leading exporter for goods
and services across the world.

The minister will be accompanied on the visit to the factory in Llantrisant,
Wales by the Welsh Secretary Alan Cairns.

Commercial Secretary to the Treasury Baroness Neville Rolfe said:

The introduction of a new pound coin, the most secure coin in the
world, is a historic event. The fact this coin is made in Wales
makes it even more special as it underlines the importance of the
Union.

Our message is clear: if you have a round one pound coin sitting at
home or in your wallet, you need to spend it or return it to your
bank before 15 October.

Alun Cairns, Secretary of State for Wales, said:

It is particularly exciting to get a sneak preview of history being
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made today at the Royal Mint as the new pound coin is prepared for
circulation. The presence of the Royal Mint in Wales as the creator
of our currency – as well as being a major employer – underlines
how central Wales is to the union.

The Royal Mint is also blazing a trail as an exporter. The UK
government will shortly hold a conference for exporters in Wales,
and companies like the Royal Mint are a great example to follow.

This is the first time the £1 coin has been changed in over 30 years. Around
£1.3 billion worth of coins are stored in savings jars across the country,
and the current £1 coin accounts for almost a third of these.

Therefore ministers are reminding the public of the importance of all old £1
coins being returned before 15 October 2017 when they lose their legal tender
status.

The new 12-sided £1 coin will be the most secure coin in the world. It boasts
several new security features, including a hologram, to prevent counterfeits,
which cost taxpayers and businesses millions every year.

With humanitarian catastrophe looming,
civilians in Syria’s ‘Four Towns’ need
support now – UN relief official

13 February 2017 – A senior United Nations relief official has today called
on all parties to come to an agreement and allow immediate and unfettered
humanitarian access to more than 60,000 civilians trapped in four Syrian
towns of Al-Zabadani, Al-Fu’ah, Kafraya and Madaya.

These four locations were referred to specifically in the so-called ‘Four
Towns’ Agreement to facilitate humanitarian access to the people in need.
However, these places have remained inaccessible for humanitarian workers
since November last year.

“The unfair and totally unjustified besiegement is compounded by the tit-for-
tat arrangement between the Four Towns, which makes humanitarian access prone
to painstaking negotiations that are not based on humanitarian principles,”
Ali Al-Za’tari, the UN Resident and Humanitarian Coordinator for Syria, said
in a news release.

Mr. Al-Za’tari stressed that the situation is a looming humanitarian
catastrophe and called on all those directly involved forces and all parties
which have influence on them to convince them to allow urgent humanitarian
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assistance, including medical evacuations, to take place without delay.

“This has prevented medical cases from receiving proper treatment and
evacuation. People are in need, and they cannot wait any longer. We need to
act now,” he underlined.

Recalling that the principle of free access to people in need must be
implemented the news release noted that civilians trapped in the four towns
continue to suffer a cycle of daily violence and deprivation, where
malnutrition and lack of proper medical care prevail.

The moral and ethical accountability befalls all those who hinder this
access, the release read, adding that the UN and humanitarian partners stand
ready to provide humanitarian assistance to the Four Towns as soon as
negotiations with the parties to the conflict come to conclusion.


