
Government response: Addressing
concerns about Kent oyster farm

The MMO has been contacted by members of the public reporting concerns
relating to the use of non-native oysters and the deployment of oyster
trestles to the west of Whitstable Harbour which they feel may pose a risk to
swimmers, sailors and navigators.

We understand the Whitstable Oyster Fishery Company (WOFC) have deployed
Oyster trestles in this location since 2009 although it is alleged that the
footprint and number of trestles has recently increased over a relatively
short period of time.

The MMO considers safety to be of paramount importance. We are currently
working with both the Maritime and Coastguard Agency and Trinity House, as
the statutory experts in the safety of navigation, to investigate the issues
raised. This includes making sure that all necessary precautions are being
taken in the interim.

A site inspection has been conducted which identified that 14 special marker
buoys have been deployed to provide a warning of the presence of the
trestles.

Our work on this is still ongoing and further updates will be provided on the
MMO website when available.

Farming of non-native shellfish
The propagation of non-native species of shellfish is regulated by CEFAS. The
MMO understands Whitstable Oyster Company has received such approval from
them. Details can be found on the Cefas public register of aquaculture
production businesses in England and Wales Queries about this aspect should
be directed to Cefas in the first instance.

Relevant marine licensing legislation
The deposit of an object or substance from a vehicle, vessel, aircraft or
marine structure and or the construction of works in the UK marine area is a
licensable activity under part 4 of the Marine and Coastal Access Act (MACAA)
although the Marine Licensing (exempted activities) Order 2011 (as amended)
(“the amended order”) provides a number of exemptions removing the
requirement to obtain a marine licence for some low risk activities where
certain conditions are met.

In particular exemption 13 of the amended order covers the deposit and
removal of any shellfish, trestle, cage, pole, rope, marker or line in the
course of propagation and cultivation of shellfish when certain conditions
are met.
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Further information relating to exemptions can be found on the Marine licence
exempted activities page.

Applicants are required to satisfy themselves that their proposed activities
meet the terms of any exemption they intend to reply on. In the event that it
is subsequently determined that an activity undertaken was not consistent
with the activity described or not in accordance with the conditions
contained in the relevant exemption, then enforcement action may be taken.
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Foreign Tourist arrivals to India and
Foreign Tourist availing E-Visa
facility during January 2017

Ministry of Tourism compiles monthly estimates of Foreign Tourist Arrivals
(FTAs) & FTAs on e-Visa on the basis of Nationality-wise, Port-wise data
received from Bureau of Immigration (BOI).

Temporary Traffic Order – Shaftesbury
Road
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From the City Council :

THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 : SECTION 14(1)

THE DUNDEE CITY COUNCIL AS TRAFFIC AUTHORITY being satisfied that traffic on
the road should be prohibited by reason of Scottish Water repair works being
carried out HEREBY PROHIBIT the driving of any vehicle in Shaftesbury Road
(from Seymour Street to approx. 35 metres in a westerly direction), Dundee.

This notice comes into effect on Tuesday 21 February 2017 for three working
days.

No pedestrian thoroughfare will be maintained.

Diversion routes for vehicles and pedestrians are available via Seymour
Street / Speed Street / Hyndford Street.

For further information contact 433082.

Executive Director of City Development
Dundee City Council

40% primary school kids are
nearsighted in China

Xu Feifei, an 11-year-old boy from Xuzhou, Jiangsu Province, suffered from a
sudden acute eye disease which has almost led to blindness. The whole ailment
was caused by excessive eye fatigue during the winter vacation, during which
he played computer games for a continuous 10 days and nights.
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A girl, Ruru, has an eyesight test in Huaiyang County, Zhoukou in Henan
Province. She and her two siblings suffer from severe nearsightedness.
[Photo/China.org.cn]

Many youngsters in China nowadays are increasingly indulged in computer games
and other electronic products, and are unable to extricate themselves. This
is followed by a series of health problems, with the most typical case being
myopia, or nearsightedness.

According to the latest research report released by the World Health
Organization (WHO), the nearsightedness rate among Chinese juveniles ranks
first in the world – 70 percent of high school and college students. The rate
is nearly 40 percent in primary school students, while it is only 10 percent
for their peers in the United States.

The WHO research report says that the number of nearsighted people in China
has reached 600 million, nearly approaching half of the country’s total
population.

Experts attribute the soaring nearsightedness rate in China to the unhealthy
lifestyles and learning styles which parents impose on their children.

On the one hand, to achieve high scores in exams, children spend too much
time indoors studying and have not enough time outside in the sunlight. On
the other hand, a growing number of high-tech products, such as smart phones
and tablet PCs, make children focus their eyes and attention on fluorescent
screens for long periods of time, resulting in excessive eye fatigue.

Experts suggest that youngsters maintain a proper balance between study and
rest so as to protect their eyesight, and parents should play a
correspondingly active role in the process.


