
Press release: Construction company to
pay £54,000 for polluting East Sussex
river

Interserve Construction Limited (ICL) has been fined £54,000 with £5,955
costs after admitting a single incident of discharging silt-laden water into
a tributary of the River Rother in Burwash, East Sussex on 1 October 2014.

ICL was contracted to South East Water over an 18-month period at the
Crowhurst Bridge Water Treatment Works to improve South East Water’s ability
to manage water treatment. The Environment Agency discovered a brown
discharge downstream of the Works after a member of the public reported the
discoloured water to them.

Further investigations showed that the river was visibly but locally impacted
on a temporary basis.

In mitigation it was stated that this was an isolated incident of 25 minutes
duration, during an 18-month contract and that the company was of previous
good character. There was no evidence that local wildlife was adversely
affected.

David Willis, Environment Manager at the Environment Agency, said:

We take these incidents very seriously and do everything within our
powers to safeguard the environment and people that may be
affected.

Contact
All media enquiries: 0800 141 2743 (please ask for the duty press
officer)
Email: southeastpressoffice1@environment-agency.gov.uk
Twitter: @EnvAgencySE
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Ken Skates visits Chongqing and
Shanghai to cement Welsh links with
China

The Cabinet Secretary is being joined in Shanghai by a trade mission of 18
Welsh companies including Clogau Gold, i2L Research, Timberkits, and Tiny
Rebel, all looking to increase their trade relationships with the world’s
second largest economy. 
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As part of his visit Ken Skates will host St David’s Day events for
government, business and cultural leaders in both Chongqing and Shanghai, and
will promote Wales as an outward facing and forward looking nation, keen to
cement links with its global trading partners. 

 

The Economy Secretary will also meet Chinese companies and Government
representatives to discuss how trade and cultural links between the countries
can be strengthened and to consider how Wales can work to further increase
its exports to the lucrative Chinese market. 

 

A Welsh cultural delegation is also travelling to China. It is hoped this
will lead to new partnerships, new learning opportunities, and new exchanges
of exhibitions and performers, to and from both countries. 

 

Speaking about his visit to China, Ken Skates said:

 

“China is a huge global force and one that Wales is keen to cement
its already strong links with. 

 

“There are currently 19 Chinese companies based in Wales, between
them employing more than 2500 people here. And latest figures put
annual Welsh exports to China at nearly £209m. 

 

“These are impressive figures but through my visit and the  trade
mission we will be seeking to build on this success, to grow our
share of exports to China and to attract more Chinese investors to
Wales. 

 

“Wales has a huge amount to offer as a trading partner, a tourist
destination and cultural partner. Following the decision to leave
the EU it is more important than ever that we reach out to China
and other international partners and continue to work to build a
stronger and fairer Welsh economy for all.”  



China to launch first high-throughput
communications satellite in April

China plans to launch Shijian-13, its first high-throughput communications
satellite, in April, the China Academy of Space Technology (CAST) said
Friday.

The 4.6-tonne satellite, with a message capacity of more than 20 GB, will be
carried into orbit by a Long March-3B carrier rocket, according to the CAST.

An increase in satellite throughput will provide better access to the
Internet on planes and high-speed trains, said Wang Min, deputy head of the
CAST’s Institute of Telecommunication Satellite.

For the first time, a large number of domestic components have been used on a
communications satellite with an orbital life of 15 years, Wang said. It is
also the first time electric propulsion has been used on a Chinese satellite.

Shijian-13 has been transported to the Xichang Satellite Launch Center in
southwest China’s Sichuan Province. After completing in-orbit technical
tests, it will be designated as Zhongxing-16.

In 2017, China plans to launch six communications satellites, including
Shijian-13 and Shijian-18.

Shijian-18 will be put into orbit by a Long March-5 carrier rocket in June,
and will test the DFH-5 satellite platform, Wang said.
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The Troika (Norway, UK and US) urge signatories of the AUHIP-brokered Roadmap
Agreement to honour their commitments.

The Troika (Norway, the United Kingdom and the United States) expresses its
continued support for the African Union High-Level Implementation Panel
(AUHIP) peace process, led by former South African President Thabo Mbeki. In
support of the AUHIP-brokered Roadmap Agreement signed by both the Government
of Sudan and the opposition, the Troika urges the signatories to honor the
Agreement by concluding comprehensive cessations of hostilities and engaging
in an inclusive political dialogue. The Government of Sudan must now create
an environment that is conducive to freedom of expression and political
participation by both armed and unarmed opposition in Sudan.

The Troika is also encouraged by the Government of Sudan’s decision to accept
the United States’ proposal to support humanitarian assistance to South
Kordofan and Blue Nile states (the “Two Areas”). The U.S. proposal is
intended to facilitate humanitarian assistance to affected populations in the
Two Areas, in line with AUHIP efforts for broader negotiated humanitarian
access. The Troika urges the Sudan People’s Liberation Movement-North to
swiftly accept this proposal and facilitate the delivery of life-saving
assistance to those in need in the Two Areas. The ongoing unilateral
ceasefires are a significant step toward peace throughout Sudan. However, in
order to realize sustainable peace, all parties must engage in a political
process. The Troika also encourages continued engagement by the armed
movements from Darfur with the AUHIP peace process. We call on the Sudan
Liberation Movement – Abdul Wahid Al Nur to cease hostilities and immediately
engage with the AUHIP peace process. The Troika also encourages the
Government of Sudan to make progress on addressing the root causes of the
conflict.

Further information


