
Commerce Minister says sustainability
of initiatives and programmes for
empowerment of women is the biggest
challenge

Commerce and Industry Minister Smt. Nirmala Sitharaman has said that
sustainability of initiatives and programmes for empowerment of women

Air Marshal Ajit Shankarrao Bhonsle
and Ms. Sujata Mehta take oath as
Members, UPSC

Air Marshal Ajit Shankarrao Bhonsle, AVSM, VSM took the oath of office and
secrecy as Member, Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) here today. The
oath was administered by Prof. David R. Syiemlieh, Chairman, UPSC.

News story: Famine in South Sudan

Following the declaration of famine in parts of South Sudan yesterday (Monday
20 February) – the first famine in the world for six years – there has been
widespread media coverage including by the BBC, ITV, Sky, Guardian, Times,
Financial Times and the Independent highlighting the worsening humanitarian
crisis.

What is happening in South Sudan?

The situation in South Sudan is dire and almost half the population are in
urgent need. Nearly 5 million people do not have enough food, 100,000 people
are facing starvation and a million more are on the brink of famine. This is
caused by prolonged conflict, ongoing violence and sexual atrocities which
has displaced millions, and deteriorating drought which is threatening lives,
and risks destabilising the region.

We are expecting the number of people facing the daily struggle of not having
enough food to eat to rise even further.
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The areas where famine has been declared have seen some of the most intense
fighting between Government and opposition forces, and restrictions on access
for humanitarian organisations trying to provide vital food, water and
shelter for the most vulnerable people.

People are being forced to flee from their homes and almost 2,400 South
Sudanese refugees are arriving in Uganda every day on average.

The UN has today launched an appeal for $1.6bn for South Sudan and has
previously highlighted the growing risk of genocide and widespread atrocities
if the conflict escalates. The world can’t allow that.

What has UK aid achieved?

Last year, UK aid in South Sudan:

Reached 440,000 people with food
Provided clean water and sanitation for 490,000 people
Provided 660,000 people with health and medical support, including
mothers and children
Provided 130,000 people with shelter
Treated 360,000 children against severe acute malnutrition.

In 2016, the UK’s support to Uganda provided:

food for 650,000 people including 45,000 children
shelter for 56,250 people
blankets, water containers and sanitary towels for 64,000 people
Vaccinations for 210,000 children.

What is the UK doing?

The UK has led the way in providing support to vulnerable people in South
Sudan, giving over £500 million over the last three years to ensure millions
get urgently needed food, water and medicine, as well as longer term support
to provide much-needed education. We are helping more than 1 million children
to go to school and supporting over 1,000 health facilities to cope with two
years of civil war.

We are also providing support for the region, bolstering help for
neighbouring countries such as Uganda – now the largest refugee-hosting
nation in Africa with over one million refugees – to cope with the influx of
South Sudanese families who have been forced to flee their homes. The vast
majority (85%) of those arriving are women and children in dire need of
assistance and protection.

This year, up to 400 UK troops will deploy to support the UN Mission in South
Sudan (UNMISS), providing vital engineering and medical assistance to help
improve security at UN camps and support UNMISS’s capacity to protect
civilians and ensure humanitarian access, which is central to their mission.

We are working with the international community to support the African Union
and region to pressure the Government of South Sudan to engage meaningfully



in peace and in a genuinely inclusive dialogue. We are also working through
the UN to ensure the Government are held to account and we are strong
supporters of an arms embargo and placing sanctions on individuals who are
driving the conflict.

International Development Secretary Priti Patel said:

This is an urgent and severe crisis, with almost half the
population in desperate need.

Almost 5 million face the daily threat of going without enough food
and water and 3 million people have been forced from their homes
because of ruthless violence and widespread use of rape.

The UK is ensuring millions of people in South Sudan get urgently
needed food, water and medicine, as well as longer term support.

The UK will not look the other way while people of South Sudan
suffer: the Government of South Sudan must put an end to ethnic
violence, allow humanitarian access and deliver long-lasting peace.

The international community now needs to step up alongside Britain
to stop famine spreading and help support stability in South Sudan
and the region, which is firmly in all our interests.

Find out more

For more information about how the UK is helping in South Sudan, please see:
https://www.gov.uk/government/world/south-sudan

Government must come forward with
immediate funding and sustainable
vision for social care – Pearce

Teresa Pearce, Labour’s Shadow
Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government, responding to the
Local Government Finance Settlement, said:

“Time and time again, this Government
has ignored warnings of the social care crisis, from health, social care and
local government experts and from MPs across the political
spectrum.“

“This Local Government Finance
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Settlement is no different to what’s come before. It is all smoke and mirrors
–
pushing numbers around but not offering any new money. Shifting the burden on
to council tax payers creates a postcode lottery in social care services.
Wealthy areas will prosper whilst poorer communities will struggle. This was
made clear by the revelation of the sweetheart deal offered to Surrey County
Council behind closed doors, whilst the rest of the country suffers.”

“The brutal cuts handed down by this
Tory government will leave local councils facing a £5.8billion funding gap in
just two years’ time. Libraries, youth centres and Sure Start centres have
closed. Child protection services are creaking. Frail elderly people and
vulnerable disabled people are being left lonely and isolated.”

“This is a crisis made in Westminster
but, as per usual, the Tories are pushing the blame on to councils,
communities, carers and families. The Government must come forward with
immediate funding, as well as a long-term, sustainable and strategic vision
for
social care.”

Ends

It is disappointing news that Rebecca
Steinfeld and Charles Keidan have lost
their Court of Appeal battle to enter
into a Civil Partnership – Champion

Sarah
Champion, Labour’s Shadow
Secretary of State for Women and Equalities, commenting on the Court of
Appeal judgement on
Civil Partnerships, said:

“It is
disappointing news that Rebecca Steinfeld and Charles Keidan have lost their
Court of Appeal battle to enter into a Civil Partnership.

“Labour
are proud to have introduced Civil Partnerships in 2004 as a key step in
achieving true marriage equality for LGBT people.

“But, now
that same sex marriage has been legalised, it is an anomaly that Civil
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Partnerships are not available to all couples regardless of their gender and
sexuality.

“Civil
Partnerships should be extended to heterosexual couples who wish to have a
legal union in accordance with their individual beliefs and values.

“Labour
will continue to push the government to look again at this important issue.”


