
News story: Current outage of online
applications

We are currently experiencing an outage to a number of our online systems.

This includes the Insolvency Register, ISCIS Online, Find an Insolvency
Practitioner, Find an Official Receiver, the Debt Relief Order web app, CHAMP
and IP Upload.

Technicians are investigating the issue and are working to resolve the outage
as quickly as possible.

We apologise for any inconvenience caused by this temporary disruption to our
services.

China encourages private sector
participation in weapons development

The equipment development department under the Central Military Commission
Friday released a document on boosting military-civilian integration in
weapons development.

The document introduced a set of measures to liberalize and regulate the
weapons sector, including slashing restrictions on the types of arms that
private firms are allowed to develop and piloting commercial services for
military procurement in the aerospace industry.

Enterprises producing substandard products, violating confidentiality
policies or in poor operation should be ineligible in weapons development,
the document said.

Avian Influenza – Next Steps

The current Prevention Zone, which expires on 28 February, requires all
keepers of poultry and other captive birds in Wales to keep their birds
indoors or take all appropriate steps to keep them separate from wild birds,
and to enhance biosecurity.
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The new Avian Influenza Prevention Zone, which will be in place from 28
February to 30 April, requires all keepers in Wales to put in place mandatory
biosecurity measures and complete a self assessment of biosecurity measures
on their premises. Following this, keepers should then adopt one or more of
the following: (i) house their birds, (ii) keep them totally separate from
wild birds, by use of netting etc or (iii) allow controlled access to outside
areas, subject to applying additional risk mitigation measures.

Dr Christianne Glossop said:

“The Cabinet Secretary’s decision to put in place a new Avian
Influenza Prevention Zone, covering the whole of Wales, until 30
April is based on sound expert and industry advice.  

“The risk of infection from wild birds will not decrease in the
coming weeks. The changes to the new Prevention Zone are
proportionate and place the onus on the keeper to select the best
option for their circumstances to protect their birds. They must,
however, ensure compliance with the additional risk mitigation
measures.”

The Chief Veterinary Officer also spoke of the importance of keepers
remaining vigilant for signs for the disease and to continue to practice the
very highest levels of biosecurity:  

“Avian Influenza is a notifiable disease, and any suspicion should
be reported immediately to the Animal and Plant Health Agency.
Keepers should practice the highest levels of biosecurity if they
are to minimise the risk of infection.

“I continue to strongly encourage all poultry keepers, even those
with fewer than 50 birds, to provide their details to the Poultry
Register. This will ensure they can be contacted immediately, via
email or text update, in an avian disease outbreak enabling them to
protect their flock at the earliest opportunity.”

Dr Gavin Watkins, a senior veterinary officer within the Welsh Government has
recorded a video message with information and advice on the requirements of
the new Avian Influenza Prevention Zone.

Further guidance, contact details, latest developments and a copy of the new
Declaration are available on the Welsh Government website.  
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At global UN consultation, health
leaders underline need for action on
migrant health

24 February 2017 – Against the backdrop of health systems struggling to adapt
to the growing needs of migrants around the world, health leaders from over
forty countries, meeting at a United Nations consultation underscored the
call for international collaboration to improve the health and well-being of
migrants and their families.

The ‘Colombo Statement,’ adopted yesterday at the second Global Consultation
on Migrant Health, aims to address the health challenges of increasingly
mobile populations, now numbering about one billion – one in seven people on
the planet.

“Protecting the health of mobile populations is a public health and human
rights imperative,” said the South-East Asia Regional Director at the UN
World Health Organization (WHO), Poonam Khetrapal Singh.

Highlighting the importance of the issue, Davide Mosca, the Director of
Migration Health Division at the UN International Organization for Migration
(IOM), added: “This can only be realized through the implementation of well-
managed and coordinated migration policies, which include financial risk
protection and equal access to quality health services.”

The Colombo Statement also calls for mainstreaming migrant health into key
national, regional and international agendas and promotes international
solidarity for equitable migrant health policies, a shared research agenda
and the development of global frameworks to ensure migrant health is
protected.

Furthermore, ensuring the highest standard of health for all, including for
migrants and refugees are also a key component of the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) pledge to leave no one behind.

SEE ALSO: World leaders at UN summit adopt ‘bold’ plan to enhance protections
for refugees and migrants

This health issue most directly linked to targets 10.7 on facilitating safe,
regular and responsible migration and mobility of people; and 3.8 on
achieving universal health coverage under Goals 10 and 3, respectively.

There is also an anticipation that the momentum generated by the Global
Consultation will carry into the World Health Assembly – WHO’s governing body
– where its member States will deliberate, among other health issues,
priority actions to protect migrants’ right to health.

The Global Consultation was organized in the Sri Lankan capital, Colombo, by
IOM, WHO and the Government of Sri Lanka.
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Text of Prime Minister’s speech at
unveiling of 112 feet statue of
“Adiyogi – The Shiva”

Text of Prime Minister’s speech at unveiling of 112 feet statue of “Adiyogi –
The Shiva”
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