
Sneaking out announcement asking
departments to model cuts of 3 per
cent and 6 per cent is no way to
manage public spending – John
McDonnell

John
McDonnell MP, Labour’s Shadow Chancellor, commenting on reports that the
Treasury has asked
government departments to prepare for cuts of 3 per cent and 6 per cent, for
2019/20, said:

“For
all Hammond’s talk of ‘resetting’ the Tory Government’s economic policy last
summer it is now beyond doubt that Hammond represents more of the same Tory
austerity.

"Sneaking out an announcement asking departments to model cuts of 3 per
cent and 6 per cent for 2019/20 is no way to manage public spending.

"Hammond urgently needs to explain why this announcement was made in the
way it was and why after seven years of failed austerity he thinks more of
the
same will now work.”

News story: Minister Wharton
reinforces UK support for refugees in
Uganda

During the week that famine has been declared in some parts of South Sudan,
Minister Wharton saw the life-saving impact of UK aid in Uganda when he
visited a centre where refugees are registered and longer term refugee
settlements near the border with South Sudan. Uganda now hosts over one
million refugees, with the vast majority from South Sudan.

With five million people in neighbouring South Sudan facing the threat of
going without enough food and almost 2,400 people every day being forced to
flee their homes from devastating conflict and cross the border into Uganda,
the UK’s support is getting urgently needed food, water and medicine to those
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in desperate need.

Minister Wharton met with women and children at Impevi refugee centre and
Rhino settlement area in Northern Uganda, who have been displaced by the
horrors of war and sexual violence. He heard about the challenges of getting
life-saving humanitarian aid to those who need it.

In 2016, the UK’s support to refugees in Uganda has provided:

food for 650,000 people including 45,000 children
shelter for 56,250 people
blankets, water containers and sanitary towels for 64,000 people and
vaccinated 210,000 children.

International Development Minister James Wharton said:

South Sudan faces an urgent and severe humanitarian crisis with almost half
the population in desperate need, which impacts on the whole region. The
first famine for six years has now been declared and the threat of starvation
and ongoing violence is forcing over one million people to flee their homes
and seek refuge in neighbouring countries like Uganda.

“Uganda is now home to more refugees than any other country in Africa, and I
was proud to see first hand that lives are being saved every day with the
UK’s support. Alongside this, Uganda has one of the most progressive refugee
policies in the world, where refugees are given land, jobs and integrated
into communities, giving people fleeing conflict hope for the future.

“The UK will continue to play a leading role in helping encourage the longer-
term stability of both South Sudan, Uganda and the broader region.”

Minister Wharton also met with British businesses in Uganda and the Ugandan
Minister for Trade Amelia Kyambadde to discuss further trade and investment
opportunities which will boost economic development and help the poorest
stand on their own two feet, while also benefiting UK companies.

As set out in DFID’s Economic Development Strategy, UK support is helping
Uganda and other countries industrialise faster, trade more and create new
and productive jobs for its growing young population.

On a trip to a local family planning clinic in Kanyogoga, a settlement in
Kampala, the Minister met people who are benefiting from a UK-aid supported
programme that is increasing access to quality family planning services in
Uganda, where half of the population of is under 15 and women have, on
average, six children. Family planning is an integral part of planning for
Uganda’s future.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/dfids-economic-development-strategy-2017


Jonathan Ashworth calls for guarantees
over NHS lost letters scandal

Jonathan Ashworth MP, Labour’s Shadow Health Secretary, following
the statement in the House of Commons about the 700,000 patient letters lost
by
NHS Shared Business Services, has today written to Jeremy Hunt to demand
further assurances for the public and said:

“The statement contained no reassurance that you had got to the
bottom of what happened in the first place.

“You repeatedly blamed the problem on contractors but failed to
acknowledge that this error was committed by a company part owned by your
Department, over a period of several years during your time as Secretary of
State.

“How on earth did it happen that NHS Shared Business Services,
failed to send so many letters and instead just left them lying in a
warehouse?
How much money and staff time has been wasted by this incident?

“Patients and their families will need much more reassurance that
the Government actually has a plan to make sure this never happens again.”

Ends

Notes to editors

·         In
Section 12 of the NHS SBS Standard Purchase Terms and Conditions it clearly
states that there should be regular updates including of data breaches –
“12.3.1
have a named person able to communicate with NHS SBS, who will take the lead
for information governance and from whom NHS SBS and the Client shall receive
regular reports on information governance matters, including but not limited
to
details of all incidents of data loss and breach of confidence”

Full Sopra Steria Terms and
Conditions here:
http://www.soprasteria.co.uk/docs/librariesprovider41/Policy/nhs-sbs-standard
-terms-and-conditions-v2-jan2015

·         Full
text of Jonathan Ashworth letter to Jeremy Hunt below.

Dear Jeremy

Follow up letter on NHS Shared
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Business Services

Thank you for your response to the Urgent
Question in this House this afternoon about the 700,000 letter undelivered by
NHS Shared Business Services between 2011 and 2016. The public will be
relieved
to hear that, through sheer luck, no incidents of patient care have yet been
identified. However it is enormously frustrating that you had to be forced to
the House to give this update. Will you commit to publishing the advice you
received on which basis you chose not to make the details of this incident
clear at an earlier date?

The statement contained no reassurance
that you had got to the bottom of what happened in the first place. You
repeatedly blamed the problem on contractors but failed to acknowledge that
this error was committed by a company part owned by your Department, over a
period of several years during your time as Secretary of State. How on earth
did it happen that NHS SBS failed to send so many letters and instead just
left
them lying in a warehouse? How much money and staff time has been wasted by
this incident? Patients and their families will need much more reassurance
that
the Government actually has a plan to make sure this never happens again.

Who
in your Department was responsible for keeping a watch on this company? Sopra
Steria’s contract for delivering the NHS SBS service states: “NHS SBS and the
Client shall receive regular reports on information governance matters,
including all incidents of data loss.” How often did you receive updates
about
the work of this company part owned by his Department, as required under the
contract signed by Sopra Steria? Will you publish these updates? Will you
publish any reports relating to data loss which were received by NHS SBS or
your Department since 2011?

Your initial statement last July said the
problem was limited to three areas of the country – South West England, East
Midlands, and North East London – will you commit to publishing a full
breakdown of the whereabouts of the patients who were affected, as promised
to
Members today? What guarantees can you offer about the delivery of letters to
patients in other parts of the country?

Where was this warehouse where all these
letters were lying undelivered, and had anyone from your Department been
there
during the years 2011 to 2016? What guarantees can you give that no further
warehouses of undelivered patient letters are yet to be discovered? Were
these
all the letters that NHS SBS were commissioned to deliver during this time or
only a part of them? Were NHS SBS paid for the delivery of these letters, and
if so will this money be recovered? What action are you taking to address



this
astonishing waste of public funds on your watch? Has an apology been offered
to
the NHS staff, both in hospitals and GP surgeries, whose time and effort has
been wasted by this case?

Finally will you commit to returning to
the House once your enquiry is finally completed to update the house on the
final cost and impact for patients, and to explain what measures you are
putting in place to make sure an incident like this never happens again?

Yours sincerely

Jonathan

Jonathan Ashworth

Shadow Secretary of State for Health

News story: Government launches major
new drive on internet safety.

Ministers have begun work on a new Internet Safety Strategy aimed at making
Britain the safest country in the world for children and young people to be
online.

Culture Secretary Karen Bradley is leading the new cross-Government drive on
behalf of the Prime Minister – with a green paper expected in the summer.

A report by leading academic Professor Sonia Livingstone has been
commissioned to provide up to date evidence of how young people are using the
internet, the dangers they face, and the gaps that exist in keeping them
safe.

Ministers will also hold a series of round tables in the coming weeks with
social media companies, technology firms, young people, charities and mental
health experts to examine online risks and how to tackle them.

The work is expected to centre on four main priorities: how to help young
people help themselves; helping parents face up the dangers and discuss them
with children; industry’s responsibilities to society; and how technology can
help provide solutions.

The focus will be on preventing children and young people from harm online
and making the internet a safer place.

The round tables are also expected to examine concerns around issues like
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trolling and other aggressive behaviour including rape threats against women.

They will involve ministers and officials from departments across Government
including the Home Office, Department for Education, Department of Health and
Ministry of Justice as part of a co-ordinated effort to make the internet
safer.

It comes amid growing fears that the threat from online dangers has grown far
more quickly than society’s response to them, and worries that tech-savvy
young people are being exposed to risks that their parents never were and
might not know how to confront – like sexting, cyber bullying, and content
which promotes self-harm, suicide and eating disorders.

A recent poll found more parents were concerned about sexting than about
their children drinking or smoking. The YouGov survey for the PSHE
association showed 78% were either fairly or very concerned about sexting,
compared to 69% who concerned about alcohol misuse and 67% who were concerned
about smoking.

A study last year for the NSPCC and Children’s Commissioner found 13% of 11
to 16 year-olds reported that they had taken topless pictures of themselves
and 3% had taken fully naked pictures of themselves.   More than one in 10
young people say they have been the victim of cyber bullying, and self-harm
among children is on the rise amid evidence of a link between internet use
and an increased risk of self harm.

Karen Bradley, Secretary of State for Culture Media and Sport, said: 

The internet has provided young people with amazing opportunities
but has also introduced a host of new dangers which children and
parents have never faced before. 

It is increasingly clear that some behaviours which are
unacceptable offline are being tolerated or even encouraged online
– sometimes with devastating consequences.  “We are determined to
make Britain the safest place in the world to be online, and to
help people protect themselves from the risks they might face.  

To do that we want to understand the full scale of the problem and
explore how everyone – including Government, social media
companies, technology firms, parents and others  – can play their
part in tackling it.

This new work builds on a range of Government initiatives around internet
safety, including the Home Office’s world-leading efforts to combat to combat
child sexual exploitation and abuse.

In December, Home Office minister Baroness Shields was appointed the PM’s
Special Representative on Internet Crime and Harms, with an international
focus on internet safety and security working with global technology
companies and other governments to protect UK citizens. As part of the move,
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Department for Culture Media and Sport Minister Tracey Crouch took on
responsibility for domestic online safety.  

It also comes as the Department of Health is developing a green paper on
children and young persons’ mental health, expected in the Autumn and
measures in the Digital Economy Bill currently going through Parliament will
introduce age checks for pornographic websites so under-18s cannot view
harmful content – with powers to block sites which refuse to comply.

Sonia Livingstone is a professor of Social Psychology at the London School of
Economics. Her empirical work examines the risks and opportunities from
digital technologies, including for children and young people. She serves on
the Executive Board of the UK’s Council for Child Internet Safety (UKCCIS)
and has advised various Government departments and public bodies

Press release: Planned roadworks in
Devon and Cornwall: weekly summary for
Monday 20 February to Sunday 26
February

Planned new and ongoing road improvements over the coming week.

The following summary of planned new and ongoing road improvements over the
coming week is correct as of 17 February but could be subject to change due
to weather conditions or unforeseen circumstances. All our improvement work
is carried out with the aim of causing as little disruption as possible.

Devon

A38 Belvedere Cross, Haldon to Splatford junction, Kennford,
south of Exeter: bridge inspection

Eastbound carriageway will be closed overnight from 8pm on 27 February until
6am on 28 February. Diversion will be in place via old Haldon Hill.

A38 Smithaleigh, east of Plymouth: drainage work

Westbound carriageway will be closed overnight between the exit and entry
slip roads from 8pm on 3 March to 6am on 4 March. Diversion via the exit and
entry slip roads.
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Cornwall

A38 between Dobwalls and Turfdown, east of Bodmin: stabilisation
work

24-hour one-way system will be in operation between the Halfway House and
Trago Mills until 14 April. A 30mph speed limit will be in place between Two
Waters Foot and St Neot junction with a 24-hour westbound diversion via the
A390 and North Lane to rejoin the A38 west of Two Waters Foot. Trago Mills
can be accessed via the A38 as per normal.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.


