
Full implementation of peace agreement
will deliver positive change for the
South Sudan

Thank you, Madam President. I would like to thank SRSG Haysom, Major General
Gituai, and Ms Williams Yuyada for their valuable briefings.

Firstly, the United Kingdom would like to commend UNMISS for its continued
efforts to protect civilians, build durable peace, and support inclusive and
accountable governance in South Sudan.

As we approach the mandate renewal, it is our sincere hope that UNMISS
continues to receive this Council’s full support at this critical juncture in
South Sudan’s implementation of the peace agreement — Particularly as we look
ahead towards elections.

Madam President, two years have now passed since the formation of the unity
government. We have each welcomed the positive steps taken during this time,
including on national and state governance, and today we welcome the passing
of the Constitution Amendment Bill.

Once again, however, we recognise that progress remains woefully slow. We
should not forget the human price of these delays.

It remains our sincere hope that full implementation of this peace agreement
will deliver positive change for the South Sudanese people. Of particular
concern is the continued lack of progress on the unification of forces and
their redeployment.

We echo the Secretary-General’s concerns over defections and subsequent
violent clashes between different armed factions across the country. Such
incidents perpetuate division at a time when the need for unity is greater
than ever. They are also against the letter and spirit of the peace
agreement.

Madam President, the human rights situation in South Sudan is also deeply
worrying. The continued crackdown on civic space, including harassment of
human rights activists, detention of journalists and restrictions on freedom
of speech and association, are unacceptable.

We also remain deeply concerned by the harrowing reports of violence,
killings and continued use of sexual violence by the parties to the conflict,
including the deeply disturbing reports of sexual violence in Tambura. As Ms
Williams Yuyada said, the perpetrators must be held accountable. We call on
the Government of South Sudan to fulfill their responsibilities, with respect
to their people.

Lastly, I would like to highlight our serious concern at the urgent
humanitarian crisis. With an estimated 2 million people expected to be
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acutely malnourished in 2022, the crisis is set to become yet more severe
unless the humanitarian response can improve.

For its part, South Sudan’s Government must reduce interference in
humanitarian activities and remove illegal checkpoints and other bureaucratic
impediments to humanitarian delivery.

In closing, Madam President, the United Kingdom would like to reiterate our
calls on South Sudan’s leaders to deliver on their commitments and to foster
the conditions for holding free and fair elections.

Thank you.

Industry update on suspension of MS44
IVMS device

The MMO can confirm that following further engagement with Maritime Systems
Ltd the suspension of their MS44 IVMS device has been lifted.

Concerns had been raised about the Maritime Systems Ltd MS44 device being
offered not meeting the specification criteria outlined under the original
type-approval programme. In addition, that further devices being marketed by
Maritime System Ltd differed to the device approved under the IVMS type
approval programme.

So that the MMO could provide individuals with the reassurance needed to move
forward with installation, type approval of the MS44 device was suspended to
allow additional supporting information to be gathered. The MMO would like to
thank industry for their patience while this review was undertaken.

During the review, which has now concluded, evidence provided has confirmed
that although there have been changes to the mounting and tamper proof seal
of the MS44 device it continues to meet the required specification criteria,
including 4G functionality. As a result of the review, the device remains one
of the approved IVMS devices available for purchase.

The MMO has also confirmed with Maritime System Ltd that additional devices
that have not been type approved, cannot be marketed and the MS44 device
remains the only device offered by Maritime Systems Ltd that is approved
under the IVMS type approval programme.

The MMO continues to advise individuals to check that any devices being
supplied to them are type approved devices prior to installation.

The MMO has also extended the deadline for Tranche 1 (vessels 10m to 11.9m in
length) device installation by 7 weeks to May 16 2022 and grant claim window
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to June 17 2022 to align with the Tranche 2 deadline.

The MMO would also remind individuals to submit the required documentation,
including invoice and payment details, within their application for grant
funding. This will avoid delays in processing and issuing payment.

More information about the devices approved under type approval and the grant
application process can be found on our designated pages.

You can also contact the MMO at ivms@marinemanagement.org.uk for further
support and guidance, where needed.

Solihull brothers ordered to pay
nearly £400,000 in Environment
Agency’s proceeds of crime case

Company made claims of recycling 10,600 tonnes of electrical waste
Forged paperwork discovered in Environment Agency investigation

The Environment Agency has successfully gained a proceeds of crime
confiscation order on two brothers from Solihull who had previously received
custodial sentences following a fraud investigation into a company called
Electronic Waste Specialists Ltd (EWS).

Hearings at Birmingham Crown Court on 31 January and 2 February 2022, ordered
Jamil Rehman, 58, of Appleby Grove, to pay £295,965.97 and Saleem Rehman, 57,
of Buckbury Croft, £100,000.

The orders follow an investigation which detailed how Jamil, who was the sole
director at Electronic Waste Specialists Ltd (EWS), had submitted fictitious
claims for the recycling of approximately 10,600 tonnes of electronic waste
with his company receiving payment to the value of £1.48 million from a
producer compliance scheme, Weeelight Ltd.

Jamil Rehman admitted one charge of trading fraudulently between October 2011
and January 2012. His brother, Saleem Rehman, admitted one charge of theft
from the company.

On 6 January 2020, Jamil Rehman received a custodial sentence of 5 years 4
months while Saleem was given a 16-month prison sentence, suspended for 2
years.

Following these sentences, the Environment Agency carried out a confiscation
investigation under the Proceeds of Crime Act 2002 (POCA).

At a hearing on 1 February, Jamil Rehman was ordered to pay £295,965.97
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within 3 months with a default sentence of 4 years imprisonment for not
paying within that period. The court determined that he had benefitted in the
sum of £1,481,908.85. With the £295,965.97 being his available amount.

At a hearing on 31 January, Saleem Rehman was ordered to pay £100,000 within
3 months with a default sentence of 2 years imprisonment for not paying
within that period. The court determined that he had benefitted in the sum of
£100,000 and that this was also his available amount.

Neil Campbell, from the Environment Agency’s national enforcement team, said:

The case shows that the Environment Agency is not just content to
prosecute for illegal waste operations but will also come after
those who profit illegally to recoup taxpayers’ money spent on
pursuing them.

Waste crime can have a serious environmental impact and puts
communities at risk. It undermines legitimate business and the
investment and economic growth that go with it.

We support legitimate businesses and are proactively supporting
them by disrupting and stopping the criminal element backed up by
the threat of tough enforcement as in this case.

If anyone suspects that a company is doing something wrong, please contact
the Environment Agency on 0800 80 70 60 or report it anonymously to
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

See: Brothers sentenced for £1.48 million electronic waste fraud – GOV.UK
(www.gov.uk) for background on this case.

EWS’s services were contracted by Weeelight Ltd as an approved authorised
treatment facility.

The company created forged paperwork which detailed fictitious recycling.

The fraud came to light when the Environment Agency’s National Investigations
Team became suspicious of the paperwork EWS, which operated out of a
warehouse in Devon Street, Nechells, Birmingham, had submitted.

EWS Ltd went into voluntary liquidation in 2014 with debts of over £116,000.

Serious and organised waste crime is estimated to cost the UK economy at
least £600 million a year. Rogue operators illegally dumping or exporting
waste, or deliberate mis-description of wastes undermines legitimate
businesses by disposing of waste cheaply and recklessly. This harms the
environment and local communities, and deprives the government of tax income.
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Inspirational Afghan women invited to
Parliament for International Women’s
Day

A group of inspiring Afghan women have visited the Houses of Parliament to
mark International Women’s Day and tell their own unique stories of success
and integration.

At a reception hosted by Minister for Afghan Resettlement Victoria Atkins, a
group of 12 Afghan women shared their incredible stories of living in the UK
after leaving Afghanistan.

Among the women invited to parliament were:

Benafsha Yaqoobi: An Afghan disability rights activist, she was made one
of the BBC 100 women in 2021. Yaqoobi who is visually impaired, founded
the Rahyab Organisation in 2008 with her husband, to provide education
and rehabilitation to visually impaired people in Afghanistan. Following
the Taliban invasion, she was forced to leave the country but remains a
vocal advocate for the rights of disabled people, who she fears will
face discrimination from the Taliban.

Arefa Shafaei: A Chevening scholar, (an international scholarship,
funded by the British Foreign and Commonwealth Office) she feared for
her life and didn’t believe that she would make it to the UK following
the takeover of Afghanistan by the Taliban. However, after securing a
place to study at the University of York she made it to the UK with the
help of the British embassy.

Zahra Joya: Along with her sisters Sabria Joya, Sharifa Joya and Fakhria
Joya, she is the founder of a media company called Rukhshana Media that
shared women’s voices across Afghanistan, a child in Afghanistan, she
pretended to be a boy in order to get an education.

The visit to Parliament comes as the government continues its unprecedented
operation to resettle thousands of Afghans forced to flee, with over 19,000
Afghan evacuees already arrived in the country.

The UK is also preparing to welcome thousands of Ukrainian families as part
of a huge humanitarian effort.

Minister for Afghan Resettlement Victoria Atkins said:

It’s so important that we mark International Women’s Day by
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recognising just some of the extraordinary Afghan women who have
made the UK their home.

I have met Afghan disability rights activists, Chevening scholars,
judges and journalists – all with their unique stories to tell.

I hope their uplifting tales of bravery, determination and success
can shed some light on the journeys and struggles so many women and
girls have had to undertake since the Taliban took control of their
country.

Since August 2021, the government has been working at pace to find permanent
homes for Afghan families who were brought to the UK under Operation Pitting,
so they can settle and rebuild their lives in the UK. Measures to support
Afghans as they start their new lives in the UK include:

A series of cultural orientation ‘Welcome Resources’, for councils to
share with Afghan families. They include advice and support on a range
of topics including education, employment support, gender equality and
the law, to help give people the best start in life. Bespoke resources
were also created for women and girls on issues such as health and
personal safety

Continued support to help move people into accommodation and so far
councils have pledged more than 7,000 places for families, supported by
£5 million funding to help the national effort.

Speeding up the process of matching families to property. DLUHC last
month launched a housing portal which allows private landlords to put
forward offers of accommodation so councils can match them to families.

As part of the UK’s proud tradition for helping people in need, the UK
government is now working at pace to welcome thousands of Ukrainians. These
measures include:

The expansion of the family route to enable more Ukrainian family
members of people settled in the UK to come and join them here.
Working at pace to establish a new humanitarian sponsorship scheme for
Ukrainians forced to flee their homes to be matched with organisations
and communities in the UK as their sponsors.
A further £220 million committed to emergency and humanitarian support
for Ukraine, alongside the 1,000 troops who are on standby in
neighbouring countries to help those forced to flee.

Afghan women and girls can experience marginalisation, barriers to education,
gender inequality, language skills. Once in the UK our integration Welcome
Resources package gives councils, alongside the voluntary community sector,
resources to tackle some of these barriers.



We are working at pace to find permanent homes for Afghan families who were
brought to the UK under Operation Pitting, so they can settle and rebuild
their lives in the UK. There are over 12,000 Afghan evacuees in bridging
accommodation.

Finding suitable settled homes for this number of people all at once is a
significant challenge, particularly given the larger average size of many
Afghan families.

People are encouraged to submit housing offers via the DLUHC housing portal
where offers can be signposted to the appropriate council to consider if they
could support a family under the scheme using that property.

In addition to the work we are doing with councils, the government has
extended the Community Sponsorship Scheme so that local community groups will
be able to directly support an Afghan family resettled through the Afghan
Citizens Resettlement Scheme which will commence soon.

The government has set aside £5 million funding for councils in England,
Wales and Scotland to support Afghans coming to the UK and provide top-up to
help meet the costs of renting properties.

All those brought to the UK under the Afghan Relocation and Assistance Policy
(ARAP) and the Afghan Citizens Resettlement Scheme (ACRS) will have the right
to work, access to education and healthcare and be able to apply for public
funds.

The government has also announced plans for a new sponsorship scheme for
Ukrainians without any family ties to the UK. The scheme will allow sponsors,
such as communities, private sponsors or local authorities, to bring those
forced to flee Ukraine to the UK.

There will be no limit on this scheme and we will welcome as many Ukrainians
as wish to come and have matched sponsors.

Joint Statement on Russian invasion of
Ukraine: UK – Canada – Netherlands

We, the leaders of the United Kingdom, Canada and the Netherlands are
appalled by Putin’s unprovoked and brutal invasion of Ukraine. This is a
horrific attack on a democratic, sovereign European nation, as well as a
clear violation of Russia’s obligations under international law, including
the United Nations Charter.

We call on Russia to uphold its obligation to fully respect international
humanitarian law and human rights law, and to implement an immediate
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ceasefire that allows civilians safe passage, food and medical supplies.

We have seen extensive and indiscriminate use of force against civilians.
This is prohibited by international humanitarian law. We will not spare any
effort to ensure that violations of international law in Ukraine are
investigated, that evidence is gathered and that the perpetrators are held
accountable.

That is why the UK, Canada and the Netherlands joined the largest referral to
the International Criminal Court in history to expedite an investigation.
That is also why we welcome the urgent establishment by the UN Human Rights
Council of a Commission of Inquiry with a strong investigative mandate. We
stand ready to provide the necessary cooperation and assistance to support
the ICC Prosecutor in its work.

We also condemn in the strongest possible terms Russia’s use of force in the
direct vicinity of Ukraine’s nuclear power plants and other nuclear
facilities and call on Russia to immediately cease these hostilities.

We will continue to stand strong in supporting Ukraine and applaud the
heroism and strength of Ukraine’s resistance led by President Zelenskyy.
Together we have committed significant economic and humanitarian assistance.

The UK, Canada and the Netherlands are close defence partners, both
bilaterally and within NATO. In past weeks, our three countries have played a
crucial role in strengthening the global response to Russia’s invasion of
Ukraine, and have each committed to deploy additional forces to bolster
NATO’s deterrence and defence posture in Eastern Europe in response to
Russian aggression.

We have consistently underlined Ukraine’s right to defend itself against this
unlawful aggression and have responded to requests by Ukraine for the
provision of defensive military equipment. We call on the international
community to stand by Ukraine’s right to self-defence and to respond to calls
by Ukraine to strengthen its capabilities to defend itself. We will continue
to do so and are bringing in further packages of defence support to Ukraine.

We have also worked with partners to bring in an unprecedented package of
purposeful and punitive sanctions to isolate Russia’s economy and will
continue to impose severe costs on Russia given this unconscionable attack.
While the humanitarian situation in Ukraine continues to deteriorate, we
reiterate the call for Russia urgently to de-escalate and to prioritise the
protection of civilians. Ukrainian, UN and other humanitarian agencies,
medical personnel, and non-governmental assistance providers must be given
safe, rapid and unimpeded access. We have already committed substantially to
the common humanitarian efforts of the UN, Red Cross and coordinating
humanitarian aid organisations. The breakdown in the Mariupol ceasefire is a
major concern. The lesson from history is that for such ceasefires to work
they need to be as concrete, actionable and specific as possible.

In particular, we wish to highlight the plight of women, children, the
elderly and other vulnerable groups fleeing the violence in Ukraine. We



underscore the importance of addressing their specific protection needs, from
family separation to psychosocial stress and trauma, to exploitation and all
forms of violence. Our collective efforts to address the crisis in Ukraine
must continue to address the needs of the most vulnerable.

The breadth of support across the international community for defending the
principles of democracy and freedom has been unprecedented. This was
demonstrated by the UN General Assembly when the international community
unequivocally condemned Russian aggression, and committed to upholding the
rules based international order with 141 member states voting in favour of
the resolution entitled ‘Aggression against Ukraine’.

Today we invite Ukraine’s friends to unite in support of a shared commitment
to sustain and coordinate the political, humanitarian, economic and defence
support that is so vital for a free and independent Ukraine, and to continue
to hold Russia to account for its invasion.


