UK largest bilateral humanitarian
donor to Ukraine as UK, Canada and The
Netherlands launch new Ukraine
solidarity alliance

The UK pledges extra £100m in aid, UK now the largest bilateral

humanitarian donor to Ukraine.

e Builds on earlier announcement of $100m (£74m) cash injection into
Ukraine’'s economy and takes UK total offer of support to the current
Ukraine crisis to around £400 million.

e ‘International Ukraine Support Group’ will coordinate the global
community to deliver long-term support for Ukraine.

e New initiative follows the Prime Minister’s six point ‘plan of action’
for the international community to ensure Putin fails in his ambitions.

e Separately — UK and Canada agree to strengthen bilateral cooperation

across security, defence, trade, science, global travel health and

climate sectors.

A landmark solidarity pact launched by the leaders of the United Kingdom,
Canada and the Netherlands will mobilise practical and sustained support for
Ukraine.

The new initiative — the International Ukraine Support Group — will bring
together global partners committed to ensuring strong political,
humanitarian, economic and defence support for Ukraine.

The group will mobilise international allies to coordinate and reinvigorate
assistance to Ukraine — likely to be tested over time — to ensure efforts are
sustained in the long-term. The trio will encourage more countries to join
and the UK will be raising this with their partners.

Last week 141 countries voted to condemn Putin’s war at the historic UN
General Assembly vote. 39 countries — including the UK, Canada and the
Netherlands — joined the largest referral to the International Criminal Court
in history to expedite an investigation.

The UK, Canada and The Netherlands have been leading the way in their
response to Ukraine’s requests for help including issuing punitive sanctions
and providing defensive military equipment.

At the same time, the UK is now the largest bilateral humanitarian donor to
Ukraine. It comes as we commit another £100m in aid to Ukraine to save lives,
protect vulnerable people inside the country and in the wider region and to
tackle the growing humanitarian crisis. It will provide basic necessities
including medical supplies.

It takes UK total offer of support to the current Ukraine crisis to around
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£400 million.

This includes the $100m (£74m), announced yesterday, for the Ukrainian
government budget to mitigate financial pressures created by Russia’s
unprovoked and illegal invasion.

In today’'s press conference, Prime Minister Boris Johnson said:

As Ukrainians resist Russia’s onslaught with courage and tenacity,
the international community must aid their struggle in every way we
can.

To aid these efforts, today the UK is joining our Dutch and
Canadian friends to mobilise more practical and sustained support
for Ukraine.

This is the moment for Ukraine’s friends to create a coalition of
humanitarian, economic and defensive military support to ensure
that Putin fails.

The formation of the partnership commences a week of concerted engagement by
the Prime Minister to drive the international community to ensure Putin fails
in his ambitions, set out in his six-point plan.

On Tuesday, he will host leaders of the ‘V4’ group of Central European
nations — the Czech Republic, Hungary, Poland and Slovakia.

Separately — the UK and Canada have agreed to strengthen bilateral
cooperation across security, defence, trade, science, global travel health
and climate sectors.

Under the commitment, the two countries will enhance deeper collaboration
with respect to security and intelligence, including through Five Eyes, to
better combat current and future threats to democracy. They will also
strengthen cooperation on economic resilience, especially supply chains.

The pair will build on existing defence relationships which will protect and
defend our shared interests in the Indo-Pacific. The UK’s polar research
vessel HMS Protector will visit Canada in the summer.

Negotiations will start for a new, ambitious, progressive free trade
agreement between Canada and the UK and the two countries will work together
to successfully complete the UK’'s accession to the Comprehensive and
Progressive Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP).

A new UK-Canada Travel Health Dialogue will look at enhancing alignment on
border and travel measures, and on how countries use global travel health
policies in their responses to further variants and global health challenges.

The government will continue to work closely with the international community
to strengthen security and resilience, and make a renewed and concerted



effort to ensure Putin fails in Ukraine.

PM meeting with Dutch Prime Minister
Mark Rutte: 7 March 2022

Press release

Prime Minister Boris Johnson spoke with the Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte
today.
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Prime Minister Boris Johnson spoke with the Dutch Prime Minister Mark Rutte
today.

Both leaders praised the resilience of the people of Ukraine against the
devastating consequences of Russia’s brutal invasion.

They discussed the humanitarian crisis and committed to continue to support
Ukraine economically, diplomatically and with defensive equipment.

The two Prime Ministers also agreed that they would do more to bring together
the international community to condemn Russia’s violation of international
law.

Published 7 March 2022

Building upon the progress and reforms
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set by the UN's Fifth Committee

Thank you Mr Chair,

Firstly, given the gravity of the situation, like others, I want to
acknowledge what is happening in Ukraine. Russia’s assault is an unprovoked,
premeditated attack against a sovereign democratic state. The UK and our
international partners stand united in condemning the Russian government’s
reprehensible actions, which are an egregious violation of international law
and the UN Charter. We condemn the Russian Federation’s increasing use of
heavy weapons, including the use of cluster munitions in population centres,
and yesterday’s attack on the largest nuclear power station in Europe. We
welcome the clear message contained in the General Assembly resolution passed
on Wednesday.

Russia must urgently de-escalate and withdraw its troops. It must be held
accountable and stop undermining democracy, global stability, and
international law.

Mr. Chair,

Turning to the Fifth Committee, let me begin by congratulating Pakistan for
assuming Chairpersonship of the Group of 77 and China. We look forward to
working constructively with you and your group, and thank the previous Chair,
Guinea for their engagement.

The reforms this Committee agreed previously have helped the UN respond more
effectively to two of the most challenging years in recent history. We once
again have the opportunity to ensure the Organisation is equipped to deliver
relevant, system-wide and cost-effective solutions to the challenges of the
twenty-first century. Let us make the most of that opportunity this session.

Mr. Chair,

It has been over four years since this committee has provided guidance on the
UN’'s efforts to strengthen its human resources management. It is our
responsibility to ensure that the UN and its staff have modern, fit for
purpose human resources policies. We hope to make progress on this important
issue and will make further comments next week.

Strengthening the accountability system, and improving transparency, 1is
central to an effectively managed United Nations. We look forward to
discussing progress and how we can enhance a culture of accountability at all
levels.

Mr. Chair,

We were delighted to hear from the Secretary General that the UN’s financial
situation has improved. Our move to realign UK payments to the UN financial
year will hopefully have contributed to that, and we encourage others to do
the same.


http://www.government-world.com/building-upon-the-progress-and-reforms-set-by-the-uns-fifth-committee/

Reforms agreed three years ago continue to have a positive impact on the
financial health of peacekeeping operations, including more timely payments
to troop and police contributing states. We hope we can consolidate and build
on those reforms to address remaining challenges, in particular for the
regular budget.

We look forward to making progress on After Service Health Insurance, which
is also important for the long-term financial health of the organisation.

Mr. Chair,

The past two years have demonstrated that integrated, agile and responsive
supply chains and cost-effective, transparent, procurement activities are
crucial for efficient mandate implementation, as well as supporting the
health of personnel.

The Secretariat’s focus on the entire supply chain — and transition to a
circular supply chain — supports efficiency and sustainability. UN supply
chain activities should reduce climate impacts and support the Agenda 2030,
in line with best value and UN procurement principles, and across the three
dimensions of sustainability — economic, environmental and social.

Mr. Chair,

The UN Support Mission in Libya plays an important role in protecting peace
and security in Libya. The new ceasefire mechanism is critical to supporting
a fragile security environment and keeping the political process on track. We
must ensure adequate, cost effective resourcing in support of full mandate
delivery, including swift onboarding of ceasefire monitors.

Finally Mr. Chair, you have our full support as we seek to make tangible
progress this session.

UK-Canada joint statement: 7 March
2022

The Prime Minister of Canada, the Rt Hon Justin Trudeau MP, and the Prime
Minister of the United Kingdom, the Rt Hon Boris Johnson MP, met in London on
7 March, 2022. They reaffirmed the strong relationship between Canada and the
United Kingdom, rooted in deep historical ties and built on shared values.

Canada and the United Kingdom believe steadfastly in human rights and
freedoms, democracy, the rule of law and the rules-based international order.

We stand shoulder to shoulder in supporting Ukraine against Putin’s tyranny
and brutal aggression. With the rest of the world, we stand in awe of the
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valour, courage and tenacity of the Ukrainian people, their military forces,
and their public officials. We reiterate our unwavering support to Ukraine in
this time of need, and our resolute commitment to upholding Ukraine’s
sovereignty, territorial integrity and right to self-determination.

We have each provided military, economic and humanitarian aid to Ukraine, and
more is forthcoming. We will assist those who become refugees, fleeing
Putin’s cruel aggression against their country. We are reinforcing NATO as a
defensive alliance in the region. We are working together and with countries
around the world to ensure the perpetrators and abettors of this illegal
invasion face the toughest personal and corporate sanctions ever implemented,
trade sanctions, port and airport restrictions, financial penalties, and
ultimately the full force of law in the International Criminal Court. Putin
and his enablers should have nowhere to hide.

Russia’s attack on Ukraine is illustrative of the growing threat that
malevolent actors — both state and non-state — pose to global peace and
security, and the freedoms, democratic values, and shared laws that underpin
the rules-based international order. In light of the common challenges facing
both our countries, and building on a longstanding tradition of close Canada-
UK cooperation on security matters, Canada and the UK will be enhancing our
national security collaboration in key areas: countering state threats,
emerging technology, and cyber challenges.

We will strengthen our strategic cooperation on economic resilience,
continuing our close engagement on critical minerals and investment security,
and establishing an overarching UK-Canada initiative on critical supply
chains to identify concrete shared action and coordinate approaches to risks
and vulnerabilities, drawing on each country’s strengths and experience to
deliver solutions.

We will also strengthen our cooperation on disinformation and malign
information operations from state actors. We will continue to use the G7
Rapid Response Mechanism for joint assessment and collective action,
including ramping up our collective engagement with media, tech platforms and
civil society to tackle Russia’s unprecedented information war. We will
collaborate in forums like the Media Freedom Coalition and Freedom Online
Coalition to call out Russia’s suppression of freedom of speech and
independent media, and their false justifications for their barbaric actions.

We will support strategic communication capacity in Ukraine and help to build
the admirable resilience of the Ukrainian people to Russian disinformation.

Closer ties between our two countries have never been as important as they
are now — to stand up for democracy and build resilient, forward-looking, and
green societies. We will strengthen bilateral cooperation on several critical
fronts:

e deeper collaboration with respect to security and intelligence,
including through Five Eyes, to better combat current and future threats
to democracy and our collective security and economic interests,
including from foreign interference, economic coercion, disinformation



and cyber attacks;

e build on existing defence relationships, specifically in science and
technology collaboration, cold weather operating in the High North,
military space capability, Indo Pacific security and
green/sustainability initiatives. The UK’s polar research vessel HMS
Protector will visit Canada in the summer.

e reinforcing strategic cooperation in our world-leading capacity in
science, technology and innovation including fields such as AI, quantum,
bio-manufacturing, clean energy sources, telecoms, arctic and polar
research and food production;

e negotiating a new, ambitious, progressive free trade agreement between
Canada and the UK and working with the UK to successfully complete its
accession to the Comprehensive and Progressive Trans-Pacific Partnership
(CPTPP) .

e affirming that swift and ambitious action on climate change 1is
essential, including the action necessary to reach Net Zero, and helping
the world adapt to those consequences of climate change that cannot be
avoided, especially cognisant of the impacts of climate change in the
Arctic. This includes joint work to expand global adoption of effective
emissions reductions policies, increase international climate finance
commitments, support coal phase out, mobilise private finance, promote
Zero Emission Vehicles (ZEVs) and reforestation, and support energy
transition in third countries. Carbon pricing is a crucial tool to
reduce emissions and drive clean innovation, including through adopting
robust domestic carbon pricing policies and engaging international
partners to share expertise.

e establish a new UK-Canada Travel Health Dialogue to explore the scope
for bilateral cooperation to underpin greater international consistency
on border and travel measures, and on how countries use global travel
health policies in their responses to further variants and global health
challenges.

We are committed to democracy, freedom and human rights. Our countries are
both stronger when we work together towards our shared objectives and in
support of our shared values. We commit to bringing our united strength to
bear against Russian aggression and in support of Ukraine.

PM meeting with Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau: 7 March 2022

Press release

Prime Minister Boris Johnson spoke to Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
today.
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Prime Minister Boris Johnson spoke to Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
today.

Last week’s vote where nearly three quarters of the entire membership of the
United Nations condemned Putin’s war was a significant historical milestone,
both leaders agreed.

The Prime Minister said the international community needed to use this
momentum to pull together a broad coalition of practical and sustained
support for Ukraine.

The pair agreed they would continue to be robust on sanctions to isolate
Russia’s economy.

It was agreed both countries would strengthen bilateral cooperation across
security, defence, trade, science, global travel health and climate sectors.
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