
Lord (Tariq) Ahmad visits Poland as UK
delivers humanitarian aid on the
Poland Ukraine border

Press release

FCDO Minister Lord (Tariq) Ahmad visits Poland to support the UK’s efforts in
delivering humanitarian aid through the Poland-Ukrainian border

Lord Ahmad is visiting Poland today (Wednesday 23 March) to meet with Deputy
Foreign Minister Jablonski, representatives of key humanitarian aid
organisations, and staff delivering frontline services on the Poland Ukraine
border.

While in Warsaw, Lord Ahmad will meet Foreign Minister Jablonski, where they
will discuss the UK and Poland’s close engagement to deliver vital
humanitarian aid to Ukraine.

Lord Ahmad will also meet representatives from humanitarian agencies and NGOs
that the UK is working closely with to deliver a coordinated humanitarian
response. Lord Ahmad will visit the Poland-Ukrainian border and a refugee
reception centre, meeting the UK rapid deployment team working on the
frontline to deliver critical support for those fleeing the war in Ukraine.

Minister of State for the Foreign, Commonwealth, and Development Office Lord
(Tariq) Ahmad said:

Poland is one of the UK’s closest and oldest allies. We stand ready
to provide further humanitarian aid to support those fleeing
Putin’s illegal invasion of Ukraine.

My visit to Poland is an important opportunity to strengthen our
coordinated response as I meet with Deputy Foreign Minister
Jablonski, representatives from vital humanitarian agencies, and
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staff on the front line providing assistance to those fleeing the
conflict in Ukraine.

Eleven UK flights have so far delivered over 3.7 million medical items to
Ukraine via Poland, including resuscitator masks, gloves, hand sanitiser,
wound-care packs and medicine.

Published 23 March 2022

Joint Statement on U.S./UK Dialogues
on Future of Atlantic Trade

On March 21 and 22 United Kingdom Secretary of State for International Trade
Anne-Marie Trevelyan and United States Trade Representative Ambassador
Katherine Tai hosted the first joint U.S./UK Dialogues on the Future of
Atlantic Trade in Baltimore, Maryland. Following President Biden and Prime
Minister Boris Johnson’s announcement last year of a new ‘Atlantic Charter’,
the U.S./UK Dialogues on the Future of Atlantic Trade are exploring how the
United States and United Kingdom will collaborate to advance mutual
international trade priorities rooted in our shared values, while promoting
innovation and inclusive economic growth for workers and businesses on both
sides of the Atlantic. Over the two-day period, Secretary of State Anne-Marie
Trevelyan and Ambassador Katherine Tai, and Deputy U.S. Trade Representative
Ambassador Jayme White, visited the Port of Baltimore and a local technology
incubator, Fearless Tech; hosted a series of roundtable discussions with a
diverse group of national and local workers, business and civil society
stakeholders; and met bilaterally. In addition, USTR and UK Department for
International Trade staff discussed opportunities for the United States and
United Kingdom to advance the U.S.-UK trade relationship and advance an
inclusive trade policy.

The stakeholder roundtables identified areas of consensus where the UK and
U.S can build and deepen their cooperation on trade. This includes protecting
labour rights and the environment; promoting supply chain resilience;
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supporting the low-carbon transition; making it easier for SMEs to export;
and ensuring the benefits of trade are evenly distributed across our
countries.

Ambassador Katherine Tai and Secretary of State Anne-Marie Trevelyan
committed to:

Reestablish the UK-US SME dialogue to continue to bring together SMEs
from both sides of the Atlantic to identify ways to further support
trade and investment;
Harness the benefits of an open and competitive digital economy, with
appropriate safeguards for workers, consumers and businesses;
Build on the G7’s first ever set of Digital Trade Principles during UK
presidency, such as working towards the digitisation of paper-based
customs and other border agencies’ requirements to cut red tape;
Build strong, durable supply chains that can withstand future global
shocks;
Strengthen the protection of labour rights and the environment, with one
another and our other trading partners;
Tackle forced labour globally;
Create incentives through trade to transition to a decarbonised economy
and protect our environment;
Advance trade policy to consider gender, underserved and marginalised
communities as workers, consumers, entrepreneurs, and producers; and
Address third party market-distorting practices.

Secretary of State Anne-Marie Trevelyan and Ambassador Katherine Tai will use
these Dialogues and their ongoing engagement with stakeholders to identify
further steps to move forward our important U.S.-UK bilateral trade
relationship and address our shared challenges and opportunities over the
coming months. A second joint U.S./UK Dialogue on the Future of Atlantic
Trade is being planned for the UK in late April, 2022.

Organisations attending Baltimore dialogue:

American Federation of Labor and Congress of Industrial Organizations
(AFL-CIO)
Arnold and Porter
Baltimore Development Corporation
Baltimore Manufacturing
Blue Green Alliance
British Telecoms
BritishAmerican Business
Center for American Progress
Cindy J Cosmetic Labs
City of Baltimore
City of Baltimore Minority & Women’s Business Development
CityWide Youth Development
Constellium
Council Fire
Diageo
Ecolab



Environmental Investigation Agency
Food Opportunity
Google
IBM
InterDigital
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, Local 24
International Longshoreman’s Association, Local 333
MakeUK
Maryland Chamber of Commerce
Maryland Department of Commerce
McCormick & Company
Morgan Stanley
National Association of Manufacturers
National Foreign Trade Council
Oceana
TechUK
TheCityUK
Trades Union Congress
U.S. Chamber of Commerce
Under Armour
United Steelworkers
World Resources Institute
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14 June 20221.

Added the list of organisations that attended the first U.S.-UK Trade
Dialogue in Baltimore

22 March 20222.

First published.

Steel and Aluminium: UK announcement

The United Kingdom (‘UK’) notes the announced partial removal of U.S. Section
232 tariffs on steel and aluminium, and full removal of Section 232 tariffs
on derivative articles. While this is a step in the right direction, the UK
continues to consider these tariffs incompatible with World Trade
Organization rules.

Further to the U.S. partial removal of Section 232 tariffs on UK exports, the
UK will suspend the additional tariffs imposed on U.S. goods in response to
the Section 232 action. The UK will keep the suspension under review in light
of new developments, for instance developments that could deteriorate the
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situation for UK exports subject to the U.S. Section 232 steel and aluminium
measures*.

The UK recalls that, on 30 June 2021, it extended its steel safeguard
measure. The UK will continue to defend its domestic steel industry and will,
if it considers appropriate, continue to apply its steel safeguard measure
including during any period subsequent to the expiry of the current safeguard
measure if necessary to prevent or remedy serious injury.

The UK reiterates its commitment to the continued robust application of trade
remedy measures where necessary to prevent and remove injury caused by unfair
trading practices or serious injury due to unforeseen surges of imports as a
result of global excess capacity or otherwise. To that end, the UK has
established a robust and efficient trade remedies system that is in line with
international best practice and consistent with World Trade Organization
rules.

Where ownership or control of a UK steel producing company changes following
22 March 2022, the UK will review foreign acquisitions in line with its
domestic law and policy, as appropriate, and in particular it will consider
exercising its powers under the National Security and Investment Act 2021.

Furthermore, all UK-based steel producing companies, regardless of ownership,
are subject to all relevant aspects of UK law. This includes:

i. Competition law;

ii. Subsidy control law;

iii. Immigration law;

iv. Employment law;

v. Health and safety at work law;

vi. Corporate governance law.

*UK steel exports currently subject to the U.S. 232 steel measures, as well
as the U.S. 232 steel-derivatives measures as identified in i) U.S.
presidential Proclamation 9705 of March 8, 2018; ii) U.S. presidential
Proclamation 9704 of March 8, 2018; iii) U.S. presidential “Proclamation 9980
of January 24, 2020”.
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UK and US resolve steel and aluminium
tariffs issue

International Trade Secretary Anne-Marie Trevelyan has today secured a
resolution with the US to end the ongoing issue around steel and aluminium
tariffs.

Following two months of talks, the Trade Secretary met with Commerce
Secretary Raimondo in Washington DC this evening and the US announced an
expansive removal of section 232 tariffs*, re-opening tariff free access for
UK steel and aluminium exporters to the US.

The announcement is good news for the steel and aluminium sectors, which
support the jobs of over 80,000 people across the UK. The changes will take
effect on 1 June 2022.

In response the UK will suspend rebalancing measures on US products including
whiskey, blue jeans and motorcycles.

Both sides have also agreed to work closely to address the wider issue of
global steel excess capacity and market-distorting practices.

Today’s announcement will benefit businesses on both sides of the Atlantic
and clears the way for us to focus on the next steps for the UK-US trade
relationship.

International Trade Secretary Anne-Marie Trevelyan said:

Today’s announcement is good news for our steel and aluminium
industries who have been unfairly hit by these tariffs, and the
80,000 people employed across the sector. It means our
manufacturers can now enjoy a high level of tariff-free access to
the US market once again.

We have been clear from the start that we would only accept a
solution that works for the UK and is in the best interests of both
our steel and aluminium industries and this bespoke agreement does
just that.

Hopefully we can now move forward and focus on deepening our
thriving trading relationship with the US.

Director General, UK Steel Gareth Stace said:
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I would like to congratulate the Government on behalf of the entire
steel sector for its success in these hard-fought negotiations
which have resulted in a hugely positive outcome for UK
steelmakers. This deal is the culmination of months of dedicated
work from Anne-Marie Trevelyan and her department, removing long-
standing export barriers and opening up access to the important and
high-value US steel market.

The benefits of this deal will be felt by steel companies and their
employees right across the UK and is immensely welcome.

Miles Beale, Chief Executive of The Wine and Spirit Trade Association, said:

Today’s announcement that the rebalancing measures on US whiskies
are to be lifted is very welcome news. The end of these tariffs
will provide great encouragement to UK spirits importers, and a
significant boost to the UK hospitality industry as it recovers
from lockdown.

British drinkers will once again have a wider selection of world-
class whiskies to choose from and lifting tariffs will encourage
greater investment in the UK spirits industry by the US. Whiskey
drinkers on both sides of the Atlantic will raise a glass to
today’s announcement.

Allan Bell, British Steel’s Chief Commercial and Procurement Officer, said:

British Steel has a long-standing history of supplying quality
steel into the US, and we welcome this agreement and the
opportunities it will bring.

We’ll work with UK Government to provide any necessary information
and look forward to further strengthening relations with our US
customers to deliver the products they require.

U.S.-UK Joint Statement on steel and
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aluminum

Given the joint desire of the United States and the United Kingdom to address
non-market excess capacity so as to preserve their critical steel and
aluminum industries, the United States and the UK will implement the
following arrangement:

Ongoing cooperation

a. Customs Cooperation: Both sides agree to expand U.S./UK coordination
involving customs matters. The United States and the UK will also share
publicly available information and best practices, as appropriate, on topics
including how detection of fraud, evasion and circumvention of duties is
approached. Officials may also coordinate industry engagement with relevant
sectors to hear their views and share observations and concerns. Customs
cooperation may take the form of mutual administrative assistance in
accordance with the U.S.-UK Agreement on customs cooperation and mutual
assistance in customs matters.

b. Trade Remedy Cooperation: The United States and the UK agree to share
publicly available information on trade remedies and best practices,
including on possible self-initiation of trade enforcement actions.

c. Monitoring: The United States and the UK will monitor steel and aluminum
trade between them.

d. Cooperation on Non-Market Excess Capacity and Carbon Intensity: While the
United States and the UK have measures and protections in place to address
issues relating to unfairly traded imports and surges in imports of products,
and to ensure domestic industries operate in market-oriented conditions, both
countries recognize that these actions alone are insufficient to address the
global market distortions caused by carbon intensive non-market excess
capacity. In order to establish more market-oriented conditions for steel and
aluminum industries, the United States and the UK will continue to take
effective and appropriate domestic measures, such as antidumping,
countervailing duty, and safeguard measures or other measures. The UK and the
United States may share publicly available import data with respect to steel
including from third-country markets and will consult each other regarding
import surges to enable each country to take appropriate steps to address
non-market excess capacity effectively and in a timely manner.

The UK and the United States will confer on non-market excess capacity and on
the situation in global steel and aluminum markets, including market trends
and price differences between markets, domestic industry’s conditions, and
analysis on import and export data, including as to third-country markets.
The United States and the UK will also confer, upon request of either
government, on market-distorting influence or ownership in their respective
steel and aluminum industries. The United States and the UK agree to
regularly meet to consult with a view to considering additional actions in
order to contribute to adjustments and solutions to address non-market excess
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capacity in the global steel and aluminum sectors.

The UK and the United States will confer on entering into discussions on
global steel and aluminum arrangements to address both non-market excess
capacity as well as the carbon intensity of the steel and aluminum
industries. To facilitate these discussions and seek shared understandings,
the UK and the United States will (1) share publicly available data and
analysis on non-market excess capacity and its effects on their respective
steel and aluminum industries and (2) confer on methodologies for calculating
steel and aluminum carbon-intensity and will to the extent feasible share
relevant data, including relating to emissions in the steel and aluminum
sectors.

e. Review: The United States and the UK agree to review the operation of this
arrangement, and ongoing cooperation, on an annual basis, including in light
of changes in the global steel and aluminum markets, U.S. demand, and
imports.

U.S. Entry Requirements, UK Annual Strategic Audit and UK Procedures:

a. Steel from any UK steel production facility will be admitted into the
United States at the in-quota rate under the applicable tariff rate quota
(TRQ) for UK steel (until such time as that quota is exhausted) provided it
is “melted and poured” in the UK and imported into the United States from the
UK or the EU, as per the provisions in the U.S. Statement of March 22, 2022,
paragraphs 3.a and 3.b in the section titled “Steel Tariff-Rate Quota”.

b. The United States and UK are committed to ensuring that steel exports from
the UK to the United States under the applicable TRQ for steel are not
supported by market distorting practices. To this end, the UK will provide to
the United States, in the case of any known UK steel producer that is owned
or controlled by a company registered in China or a Chinese entity, and which
exports steel to the United States under the applicable TRQ for UK steel, an
attestation. The attestation will be based on an annual strategic audit
conducted by an independent third party, to the effect that there is no
evidence of market distorting practices by that producer in the UK that would
materially contribute to non-market excess capacity of steel. The audit will
include an assessment of the steel producer’s and its (if any) UK parent
company’s financial records including any subsidy provided by any Government
controlled or directed entity in China, and any other relevant records to
allow the auditor to evaluate whether there are any market distorting
practices in the UK by that producer that would materially contribute to non-
market excess capacity of steel. The results of such audit will be made
available to the United States upon completion. The United States will
protect any audit properly identified as containing proprietary information
from public disclosure to the extent permitted by U.S. law.

c. Steel from any UK steel producer that is owned or controlled by a company
registered in China or a Chinese entity will be eligible for entry at the in-
quota rate for 6 months from June 1, 2022 within which the UK will provide
the first annual attestation. If the attestation is not provided by December
1, 2022 and then annually on December 1 thereafter, the United States



reserves the right to temporarily deny access for the UK steel producer to
the in-quota rate for the applicable TRQ. Where at any time access has been
denied, and where the UK submits an attestation, the United States will
restore the access of the affected producer to the in-quota rate within 8
weeks. Where a UK steel producer has been denied access to the in-quota rate
for the applicable TRQ, the U.S. 232 exclusion process referred to in
paragraph 4 of the U.S. Statement of March 22, 2022 on Steel Tariff-Rate
Quota remains available to that producer.


