
Refurbished pumping station makes
Doncaster more resilient to climate
change

The £14 million scheme is an investment in one of South Yorkshire’s most
important flood defence assets and makes the Bentley area more resilient to
the impacts of climate change.

The pumping station is used almost daily, not just during flood incidents.
Its impact would be noticed within a few days if it stopped working, even in
dry weather.

Bentley experienced devastating flooding in 2007 when the pumping station
flooded, making it inaccessible for Environment Agency incident response
teams. This led to the decision to refurbish and upgrade it, to make it more
resilient.

The government funded refurbishment of the pumping station increased overall
pumping capacity by 20 per cent and reduced operational carbon emissions by
over 20 per cent.

Refurbishing the existing pumping station, instead of constructing a new one,
has saved the taxpayer £8 million and made 60 per cent carbon savings. This
is part of the Environment Agency’s work to use new innovative techniques,
technology and lower-carbon materials to reduce its carbon footprint and help
reach net zero targets.

The site is now significantly more flood resilient because all the vital
equipment is now positioned out of the way of potential flooding, and access
routes to the site have been raised above flood level.

The scheme was part of the Environment Agency’s previous six-year programme
of capital flood defence schemes, which has successfully protected more than
314,000 homes since 2015.

Last year, a record £5.2 billion government investment to create around 2,000
new flood and coastal defences and better protect hundreds of thousands of
properties across England was announced.

Bentley Ings Pumping Station is officially opened by Chair of the Environment
Agency, Emma Howard Boyd

The project was officially opened by the chair of the Environment Agency,
Emma Howard Boyd.

Emma Howard Boyd, chair of the Environment Agency, said:
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At 80 years old, Bentley Ings Pumping Station is a great example of
combining history with cutting edge engineering to prepare for
rising climate shocks.

The teams working on this scheme have reduced carbon emissions in
construction and operations by 60 percent, made savings of £8
million and increased pumping capacity by 20 percent.

Subsidence caused by 20th century coal mining means this station is
used nearly every day even in dry weather so I hope this work will
give people in Bentley and Doncaster a greater sense of security in
the years to come.

The Coal Authority supported the project with a contribution of £1.5 million
to the project.

Andy Morritt, acting head of Environment Strategy & Sustainability at the
Coal Authority, said:

As part of our work to make a better future for people and the
environment in mining areas, we work with key partners like the
Environment Agency on schemes to mitigate and prevent flooding and
pollution. This important upgrade will help manage the likely
effects of climate change, giving communities greater protection in
the future while helping to provide peace of mind and protecting
the environment.

The refurbishment work was impacted by flooding in November 2019, so an
additional £4 million was made available to repair storm damage to the
pumping storm damage to the pumping station and provide further upgrades.

Environmental enhancements have also been made as part of the scheme through
the planting over 1 km hedgerows, 60 trees and 2 hectares of diverse grass
meadow.

Despite the challenges of the Covid -19 pandemic, further floods, and supply
chain delays due to Brexit, the project has been delivered on time and to
budget.

With the increasing impact of climate change, it is impossible to completely
stop the risk of flooding. The Environment Agency is working with other
organisations to help mitigate current and future flood risks.

Residents can sign up for free flood warnings by visiting www.gov.uk/flood or
contacting Floodline on 0345 988 1188.
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UK backs Africa’s ambitious
continental free trade initiative

UK launches programme of up to £35m to support negotiations and
implementation of the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA).
The AfCTFA is expected to lift 30 million people out of extreme poverty,
create jobs, and provide new commercial opportunities for businesses
across Africa and the UK.
It comes as Wamkele Mene, Secretary General of the AfCFTA Secretariat,
visits London to discuss how the UK can continue its work as a strategic
partner to the trading bloc.

International Trade Secretary Anne-Marie Trevelyan has announced a new UK
programme to support the implementation of the African Continental Free Trade
Area (AfCFTA) trading bloc.

Through the AfCFTA Support Programme, the Foreign Commonwealth and
Development Office (FCDO) will provide up to £35m to provide trade
facilitation and trade policy support to the AfCFTA Secretariat and Member
States through TradeMark East Africa (TMEA), Overseas Development Institute
(ODI) and other regional partners.

Announcement of the programme comes as AfCFTA Secretariat Secretary General
Wamkele Mene visits London to discuss how the UK can continue its work as a
strategic partner to the AfCFTA.

As the world’s largest free trade area, the AfCFTA has the potential to boost
Africa’s economic growth by driving industrialisation, generating jobs and
delivering prosperity across the continent.

For UK businesses, the trade bloc will remove market access barriers by
creating a single continental market, making it easier and more cost-
effective for UK businesses to export goods and services across the 54 AfCFTA
member states.

International Trade Secretary Anne-Marie Trevelyan said:

As an independent free trading nation, the UK strongly supports the
AfCFTA – the largest free trade area in the world.

We’re keen to see continued momentum on outstanding negotiations,
and on practical implementation of the agreement on the ground.

This new aid programme shows that trade is a force for good, and
will lead to increased trade, investment, and prosperity for both
Africa and the UK.

Minister for Africa Vicky Ford said:

http://www.government-world.com/uk-backs-africas-ambitious-continental-free-trade-initiative/
http://www.government-world.com/uk-backs-africas-ambitious-continental-free-trade-initiative/


Closer integration between African economies boosts growth across
the continent creates opportunities and helps lift people out of
poverty.

The UK is a committed partner in this mission. This UK funding will
promote long-term partnerships between African countries and
support a more prosperous, greener continent.

I am delighted to be supporting the AfCFTA Secretariat and its
Member States to deliver freer and fairer trade systems in Africa.

Secretary General of the AfCFTA Secretariat Wamkele Mene said:

We are pleased to receive this support from the Government of the
UK, as it ushers us into a partnership for strengthening
cooperation related to customs and trade facilitation and trade
policy across the African continent.

In the last five years or so, we have seen the re-engineering of
our Regional Economic Communities, to take into consideration the
aspirations that are embedded in the AfCFTA instruments. We have
also witnessed during this period the enthusiasm and the energy of
our private sector to rise to the occasion and begin to exploit
what is provided for in the Agreement.

Our ambition now is to see commercially meaningful trading in ‘Made
in the AfCFTA’ products taking place, across the length and breadth
of our continent, to create jobs and economic opportunities for
Africans, especially women and the youth. We want to make trade
easier for the Africans, in particular our women and young Africans
who trade across our borders.

This new AfCFTA support programme is, therefore, timely to
facilitate the implementation of the AfCFTA, through supporting
national implementation committees and regional economic
communities.

The programme builds on existing work from the FCDO and DIT Trade for
Development unit to strengthen partnerships and resilience in Africa.

Under the UK’s G7 presidency last year, the new British Investment
International (BII) group pledged to work with other G7 Development Finance
Institutions (DFIs) to invest at least $80 billion in the African private
sector by 2027.

Support for projects in Africa from UK Export Finance is also at its highest
in decades, backing a range of infrastructure projects in countries from Côte
d’Ivoire to Uganda, with more than £2.3 billion of financial support in the
past year.



The AfCFTA Support Programme also complements the UK’s broader partnership
with the African Union as a multilateral institution to promote global
values.

Alongside the Secretary of State for International Trade and Minister for
Africa, Secretary General Mene will meet with members of the UK’s business
and investor community while in London.

Recruitment Vacancy in Legislation
Section

News story

Details of a vacancy for an administration officer in our legislation
section.

This exciting and interesting job puts you at the heart of the VMD’s
legislation section. The legislation office leads on the development,
implementation and enforcement of policy and legislation on veterinary
medicines and medicated feed in the UK.

Job Title
Administrative Officer in the Legislation Section

Grade
AO

Salary & Pension
£24,369 -£24,369 per annum with Pension Scheme

http://www.government-world.com/recruitment-vacancy-in-legislation-section/
http://www.government-world.com/recruitment-vacancy-in-legislation-section/


Annual Leave entitlement
Commencing at 25 days

Role
This role puts you at the heart of the VMD’s legislation section in which you
will be a main point of contact for queries and will provide advice on
interpreting the legislation to colleagues within the VMD and external
stakeholders.

How to apply
You must make your application through Civil Service Jobs where you will find
a full job description including salary details.

Closing Date
26th April 2022

Published 29 March 2022

Defence Secretary announces new UK
Defence Arctic Strategy in Norway

Press release

The UK’s new defence strategy in the Arctic region has been announced in
Norway today by Defence Secretary Ben Wallace.

The UK’s Defence Contribution in the High North outlines plans to protect
critical underwater national infrastructure and ensure freedom of navigation
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through international seas and Exclusive Economic Zones in the Arctic region.

The strategy sets out the UK’s commitments to NATO, such as increasing UK
training and operations in the area with Allies and international partners.
The UK will also invest in research and development to build a sustainable
and modernised Defence capability for the region.

As part of the new strategy, the UK will maintain a periodic Royal Navy
presence in the High North. The strategy also reinforces support to Arctic
Allies to preserve the stability and security of the Arctic region.

Defence Secretary Ben Wallace MP said:

The High North and the impact of climate change affects us all
whether we like it or not. The North Atlantic will always be the
UK’s ‘home beat’ and so it is vital that we strengthen both our
interoperability and our force integration with NATO and non-NATO
partners in the region.

The Defence Secretary met his Norwegian counterpart Odd Roger Enoksen, as
well as those taking part in Exercise COLD RESPONSE 22 during his time in
Norway.

Exercise COLD RESPONSE 22 is a Norwegian-led exercise with 35,000 troops from
28 participants nations. The main UK contribution saw six Royal Navy ships
and 2,000 UK personnel carrying out cold-weather training in northern Norway.
While the exercises are routine, they demonstrate the UK’s commitment to
Allied forces which need to be ready to operate in any environment under any
conditions.

Training in Norway allows NATO Allies and partners to practise their skills
operating in extreme and rugged surroundings. Around 900 Royal Marines have
been deployed to the Arctic since January in preparation for the exercises,
sharpening their expertise in operating in the freezing conditions.

The Defence Secretary met with the crew onboard one of the UK’s two aircraft
carriers, HMS Prince of Wales, which has been leading the Royal Navy’s
contribution to Exercise COLD RESPONSE 22. While onboard he received a series
of briefings on its role as a NATO command platform. The ship remains
flexible and ready to respond in order to command and control Allied ships at
sea.

The Defence Secretary will also visit Kirkenes to see the enduring Norwegian
presence at the border to Russia.
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Public workshops to help develop the
third National Adaptation Programme

A series of workshops have been launched with members of the public to help
inform the development of the government’s third National Adaptation
Programme (NAP3).

The public dialogue workshops, overseen by Defra and in partnership with UK
Research and Innovation’s (UKRI’s) Sciencewise Programme, Ipsos and
University of Leeds, will explore the public’s perspectives of climate
adaptation and how they think the government, businesses and civil society
should address it.

120 participants have been recruited to take part in the workshops and
represent an accurate cross-section of the population of England.

The workshops will take place online over the next couple of months with
participants from various locations across England, with a final report being
published in the coming months.

This report will inform the engagement that will take place in the summer on
the aims and objectives of NAP3, with the final programme of ambitious and
robust policies to be announced next year.

Climate Adaptation Minister Jo Churchill said:

We must go much further and faster to properly prepare for the
impacts of climate change in England, and we’re determined to
tackle the increasing risks through an ambitious and robust third
National Adaptation Programme.

These workshops are an important step towards this, and provide an
invaluable opportunity to make sure we understand the public’s view
of what a well-adapted England looks like and how they want the
government and others to deliver it.

Tom Saunders, Head of Public Engagement at UKRI, said:

This public dialogue will give people a say on how the UK should
adapt to climate change. These are really important issues that
affect us all and we are grateful to all those giving up time to
take part. With concern about climate change at an all time high,
there is no better time to hear what different people around the UK
want for their future.

Suraje Dessai, Professor of Climate Change Adaptation at the University of
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Leeds, said:

Little is known about what the public thinks about climate
adaptation in England. This work will illuminate the public’s view
of climate risks, adaptation options and responsibilities. This
evidence is critical to inform the development of the government’s
third National Adaptation Programme.

Rachel Brisley, Head of Energy and Environment in Public Affairs at Ipsos,
said:

Ipsos is delighted to be involved in this pioneering work to
understand and capture the public’s views on the key climate risks
for England and their priorities for how we should adapt to these.
So far, we have had some fantastic discussions and look forward to
more that will help shape future adaptation In England.

The workshops deliver on a key recommendation of the Climate Change
Committee’s Independent Assessment of Climate Risk with public engagement
forming an important part of policy-making on climate adaptation.

It follows the publication of the UK’s Third Climate Change Risk Assessment
in January, setting out the challenge of ensuring the UK is resilient to
climate change and setting out the work already underway to meet that
challenge.

Further information

Work that has been undertaken by the UK government and the devolved
administrations to adapt to climate include:

Investing a record £5.2 billion to build 2,000 new flood defences by
2027.
Continuing work on the Green Finance Strategy to align private sector
financial flows with clean, environmentally sustainable and resilient
growth.
Increasing the total spend from the Nature for Climate Fund on peat
restoration, woodland creation and management to more than £750m by
2025.
Ensuring that climate science and research, such as the UK Climate
Projections 2018, are fully integrated into planning and decision
making, including on major infrastructure.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/government-publishes-uks-third-climate-change-risk-assessment

