
British Embassy Tokyo joins
Remembrance Day Commemorations 2022

World news story

The Tokyo District Remembrance Day Ceremony will be held on Sunday 13th
November 2022.

The location will be the Commonwealth War Cemetery, Hodogaya, commencing
around 10:40am. The ceremony will be a multi-denominational service held on
the main grounds in front of the British Cross of Sacrifice.

Commonwealth civic organisations, Veteran and POW societies as well as the
Embassies and Armed forces of Commonwealth Nations will be represented.
Members of the public are welcome to attend.

If you are not able to attend the Ceremony but would like to remember this
important occasion in in your own way, you can make use of the Royal British
Legion resources and suggestions at
https://www.britishlegion.org.uk/get-involved/remembrance.  The Department
for Veterans Affairs of the Australian Government also has very useful
resources at https://anzacportal.dva.gov.au/resources/remembrance-day-kitbag.

Further information below on travel to the Commonwealth War Cemetery

Parking is not available within Hodogaya Cemetery except for Religious
Officials and event organisers
Visitors with mobility issues will be permitted to park within the
cemetery – please ask on arrival
Visitors are encouraged to use public transport (Bus route 53 from
Hodogaya station to Nagatadai Kouenmae)
Local Police have asked that visitors do not park on roads as this
distresses the local residents
Public Car park near the cemetery will be used for official visitors
A taxi from Hodogaya Station should take 9 minutes and cost
approximately 1,000 yen
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UK’s first large-scale merchant
lithium refinery announced

News story

Business Secretary Grant Shapps is visiting Teesside to announce the UK’s
first large-scale merchant lithium refinery, providing battery grade
materials for use in the electric vehicle, renewable energy and consumer
technology supply chains.

Today the Business Secretary Grant Shapps is visiting Teesside to announce
the UK’s first large-scale merchant lithium refinery, providing battery grade
materials for use in the electric vehicle, renewable energy and consumer
technology supply chains.

In a boost for Levelling Up and government plans to make the UK the best
place in the world to do business, Green Lithium has unveiled Teesport in
Middlesbrough as the site for their forthcoming lithium refinery, delivering
more than 1,000 jobs in construction and 250 long-term high-skill jobs for
local people once up and running. 89% of the world’s lithium processing
currently takes place in East Asia and there are currently no lithium
refineries in Europe. Green Lithium aims for this to be the first merchant
lithium refinery outside of Asia.

The UK Government has backed Green Lithium with a grant of over £600,000
through the Automotive Transformation Fund.

Lithium is an essential component of batteries and a secure supply will be
critical for our automotive and energy industries. Critical minerals are
irreplaceable in products essential to our everyday lives – such as mobile
phones, wind turbines and fighter jets.
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Critical minerals are at high risk of supply disruption, because of volatile
markets and complex supply chains. The world in 2040 is projected to need
four times more critical minerals than it does today.

Business Secretary Grant Shapps said:

We’re backing companies, like Green Lithium here in Teesside, to
grow the new, green industries across the UK, sparking jobs and
growth for decades to come.

This is levelling up in action. The refinery will deliver more than
1,000 jobs during its construction and 250 long-term, high-skill
jobs for local people when in operation.

It is also allowing us to move quickly to secure our supply chains
of critical minerals, as we know that geopolitical threats and
global events beyond our control can severely impact the supply
of key components that could delay the rollout of electric vehicles
in the UK.
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UK strengthens Taiwan trade ties as
Minister visits Taipei

Trade Policy Minister Greg Hands heads to Taiwan for first in-person
trade talks since pandemic
During a two-day visit, he will meet President Tsai Ing-wen and co-host
the 25th annual UK-Taiwan Trade Talks
The Minister will use talks to tackle barriers to trade and promote UK
expertise in areas like offshore wind and hydrogen

Trade Minister Greg Hands will co-host the UK-Taiwan 25th annual Trade Talks
in Taipei to boost trade and future-proof our economy through collaboration
on green trade and supply chains.

With its advanced, high-tech economy, a GDP of over $770 billion, and strong
economic growth – averaging 4% over the last 30 years – Taiwan is an
important trading partner for the UK.

Visiting Taiwan in person is a clear signal of the UK’s commitment to
boosting UK-Taiwan trade ties. Like the UK, Taiwan is a champion of free and
fair trade underpinned by a rules-based global trading system.
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The talks with Minister Chern-Chyi Chen will look at tackling barriers to
trade in sectors like fintech, food and drink and pharma, aimed at helping
more UK firms export and invest in Taiwan. The Minister will also promote UK
expertise in offshore wind, hydrogen and electric vehicles in discussions on
areas of mutual interest such as renewables and science and innovation.

Minister of State for Trade Policy Greg Hands said:

“I first visited Taiwan 31 years ago in 1991 and it’s been fantastic to see
the growth of this dynamic, vibrant economy. I’m thrilled to be the first
Trade Minister here post-pandemic and to be celebrating the 25th anniversary
of trade talks.

“Boosting trade with this vital partner is part of the UK’s post-Brexit tilt
towards the Indo-Pacific and closer collaboration will help us future-proof
our economy in the decades to come.”

Our thriving £8bn trade partnership has gone up 14% in the last two years,
with UK exports to Taiwan also increasing in that time. The Government’s most
recent annual business survey showed the overwhelming majority of UK
companies operating in Taiwan are optimistic about its economy and prospects.

During the Trade Talks, Innovate UK will sign a Memorandum of Understanding
(MoU) with the Ministry of Economic Affairs in Taiwan, pledging to increase
collaboration on technology and innovation. This includes a £5m funding
commitment through to 2025 and support to UK businesses via a bespoke
Innovation Programme in Taiwan.

As a leading manufacturer of semiconductors – the chips used in electronic
devices like iPhones and electric vehicles – Taiwan is a key player in global
supply chains. The Minister will use meetings with President Tsai Ing-wen,
Vice Premier Shen Jong-chin, Minister of Economic Affairs Wang Mei-Hua,
Minister of Digital Affairs Audrey Tang, Minister Kung Ming-Hsin and Minister
John Deng – to promote diversified, resilient supply chains and greater
economic cooperation.

Thanks to the UK’s unmatched offshore wind experience and expertise, the UK
is already a major partner in Taiwan’s green transition, with more than 38
British companies already having set up offices in Taiwan. The Minister will
visit the Formosa 2 offshore wind site – the first international offshore
wind project supported by UK Export Finance – which more than 10 British
companies are involved in.

Luxfer Gas Cylinders, a British company based in Nottingham (UK), has just
signed a contract to supply cylinders for Taiwan’s first pilot hydrogen bus
project.

Notes to Editors:



Every report to MHRA’s Yellow Card
scheme helps improve the safety of
medicines and medical devices for all

Launched today by the Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency
(the MHRA), the seventh annual #MedSafetyWeek is running until 13 November to
encourage widespread public engagement and improve patient safety by
reporting suspected side effects associated with medicines and adverse
incidents involving medical devices.

This year’s campaign is a truly global effort and involves healthcare product
regulators from no fewer than 82 countries. It focuses on the vital role
played by every healthcare professional, patient, and carer who reports a
suspected side effect or adverse incident, which in turn supports the safe
use of medicines and medical devices.

All medicines may cause side effects and adverse incidents may occur during
the use of medical devices, so it is important to have robust measures in
place to continuously monitor their safety after they are taken into clinical
use. The purpose of safety monitoring is to gain more information about known
side effects and adverse incidents, to find out about new ones, and, most
importantly, to make use of medicines and medical devices as safe as
possible. Regulators operate systems to detect and analyse those side effects
and adverse incidents and prevent harm to future patients.

It is important that everyone makes a report as soon as they suspect side
effects and adverse incidents. This ensures that regulatory assessments are
genuinely representative and can improve safety for as many people as
possible.

The Yellow Card scheme is the MHRA’s single system for collecting suspected
side effects of medicines and adverse incidents involving medical devices.
These side effects and adverse incidents are then collated and swiftly
investigated by the MHRA. Since its establishment in 1964 the scheme has
identified numerous safety issues to the benefit of many, thanks to
individual reports from medicines users across the nation.

Everyone who reports suspected side effects and adverse incidents to the
Yellow Card scheme website or app, is actively participating in identifying
emerging national safety issues, so that the MHRA can act when necessary and
protect against harm.

Phil Tregunno, MHRA Deputy Director of Patient Safety Monitoring, said:

Every report made by a patient, a healthcare professional, or a
carer plays a key role in gaining knowledge about the risks of
medicines and medical devices in clinical use and allows rapid,
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targeted action to be taken to minimise harm and ensure that the
benefit-risk remains favourable.

Reporting suspected side effects and adverse incidents to the
Yellow Card website is not just about the individual involved, it
helps to improve the safety of medicines and medical devices for
all patients. By reporting, you are part of the solution – and you
may be helping to protect the most vulnerable, at-risk groups from
potential harm.

If you, your child, or a patient in your care experiences a
suspected side effect or adverse incident relating to a medicine or
medical device, it is essential that you report it to us promptly.
The faster you report, the likelier it is that we can intervene and
prevent others from experiencing untoward, serious, life-altering,
and occasionally life-threatening issues.

Minister of State for Health and Secondary Care, Will Quince, said:

Patient safety is at the heart of ensuring the best care, and this
government takes it extremely seriously. I’m pleased to support
this campaign which will help to further improve the safety of
medicines in the UK.

I urge everyone from healthcare professionals to patients to
continue to report any adverse effects involving medicines or
medical devices through the Yellow Card scheme, so potential
incidents can be investigated quickly.

Anyone can report suspected side effects and adverse incidents to the Yellow
Card scheme. Reports can be submitted in several ways:

Healthcare professionals and providers can also use local clinical systems to
make a report, such as MiDatabank, SystmOne, or VISION.

Reports related specifically to COVID-19, including suspected side effects
caused by medicines, vaccines, and medical device and incidents when using
coronavirus test kits should be made at coronavirus-yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk

Notes to Editors

National medicines regulators from 82 countries across the globe and
their stakeholders will be taking part in this international campaign
led by Uppsala Monitoring Centre (UMC) – the World Health Organisation
(WHO) Collaborating Centre for International Drug Monitoring. The
campaign is supported by members of the International Coalition of
Medicines Regulatory Authorities (ICMRA). The #MedSafetyWeek 2022
project team consists of representatives from the following
organisations working collaboratively: the Medicines and Healthcare
products Regulatory Agency (UK) as co-lead, the Health Products
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Regulatory Authority (Ireland), the International Society of
Pharmacovigilance (ISoP) Egypt Chapter, and the Colombian
Pharmacovigilance Association.
The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) regulates
medicines, medical devices and blood components for transfusion in the
UK. MHRA is an executive agency, sponsored by the Department of Health
and Social Care.
Patients using the Yellow Card site should type the relevant medicine,
vaccine, or medical device into the search bar and select ‘Start report’
on the right-hand side of the bar. The search bar also offers a drop-
down menu to report for medicines, vaccines, medical devices, blood
factors and immunoglobulin products, E-cigarettes, and herbal or
homeopathic medicines that are not on the MHRA’s list, as well as the
option to send additional details of the suspected material(s) if the
product type is unknown, so that the final report is accurate.
For adverse incidents associated with a medical device, healthcare
professionals should report through the Yellow Card scheme or their
local clinical reporting systems. Healthcare professionals in Northern
Ireland and Scotland will need to report adverse incidents involving
medical devices through the Northern Ireland Adverse Incident Centre
(NIAIC) or National Services Scotland.
Patients are advised to contact a healthcare professional if they are
worried about their health or the safety of any healthcare product they
are receiving.

UK Representative, COP26 President,
Alok Sharma’s Ceremonial Opening
Speech at COP27

Distinguished delegates, ladies and gentlemen, it gives me great pleasure to
declare open the twenty-seventh session of the Conference of the Parties to
the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change.

Friends, let me begin by thanking our friends here in Egypt for such a warm
welcome.

My team and I know just how demanding hosting such a conference is, and how
many people have worked incredibly hard to get us to this point.

So congratulations, and thank you again.

Now as the UK Presidency comes to an end, I want to reflect on what we
achieved together in Glasgow,

and also what has happened since in our Presidency year.
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Last November, the world gathered at COP26 against a fractured and fractious
geopolitics, as a once-in-a-century pandemic dragged mercilessly on.

And yet, leaders recognised that, despite their differences, often profound,
cooperation on climate and nature is in our collective self-interest.

And thanks to that spirit of cooperation and compromise, we forged together
the Glasgow Climate Pact.

Collectively we achieved something historic, and something hopeful.

With your help:

We closed the Paris Rulebook.

We made unprecedented progress on coal, and on fossil fuel subsidies.

We committed to rapidly scale up finance, and to double adaptation finance by
2025.

We reiterated the urgency of action and support for loss and damage, and
established serious work on funding arrangements.

We hope that this will pave the way for a formal agenda item and tangible
progress here in Egypt.

And every Party, and I repeat this, every Party agreed to revisit and
strengthen their 2030 emissions reduction targets, to align with Paris.

I want to thank the 29 countries which have already updated their NDCs since
Glasgow.

From Australia to Micronesia.

India to Vanuatu.

Norway to Gabon.

And we also made progress outside the negotiating rooms, with commitments
from business, from finance, from philanthropy.

Friends, thanks to the work we did together, we achieved our objective, the
goal at the heart of the Paris Agreement:

we kept 1.5 degrees alive.

Now, none of us could have anticipated the year that followed.

We have been buffeted by global headwinds that have tested our ability to
make progress.

Putin’s brutal and illegal war in Ukraine has precipitated multiple global
crises: energy and food insecurity, inflationary pressures and spiralling
debt.



These crises have compounded existing climate vulnerabilities, and the
scarring effects of the pandemic.

And yet, despite this context, there has been some progress in implementing
the commitments we delivered in Glasgow.

Over 90 percent of the global economy is now covered by a net zero target, up
from less than 30 percent when the UK took on the COP26 role.

The biggest companies and financial institutions in the world have committed
to net zero and they have done so in force,

with a global wall of capital creating green jobs, and directing billions
into the green industries of both today and tomorrow.

Countries and companies are making tangible sectoral progress,

from Zero Emission Vehicles to our Breakthrough Agenda,

and are accelerating the rollout of renewable energy across the world.

The Secretary General has been clear: our shared long-term futures do not lie
in fossil fuels and I agree with him wholeheartedly.

Every major report published this year underscores the point that progress is
being made.

Thanks to the commitments we garnered ahead of and at COP26, and indeed in
our Presidency year, emissions in 2030 are expected to be around six gigatons
lower.

That is the equivalent of 12 percent of today’s global annual emissions.

And with full implementation of all the commitments in place today, including
NDCs and net zero targets, the reports suggest that we are heading to 1.7
degrees warming by the end of the century.

Not 1.5.

But still, progress.

So, to those who remain sceptical about the multilateral process, and of the
COP process in particular, my message is clear:

as unwieldy and sometimes as frustrating as these processes can be, the
system is delivering.

And there are many people to thank for that.

And certainly too many to name.

The Prime Ministers and Presidents who have sensed the changing wind, and
indeed sought instead to harness it.



The Ministers to the miners who have recognised a just and sustainable future
can only be delivered with a clean energy transition.

The civil society organisations, youth representatives and indigenous peoples
who pushed us to consider and reconsider what was possible in Glasgow, have
continued to do so since.

And, of course, the brilliant officials, the brilliant civil servants around
the world, not least in the UK’s COP Unit, who have helped to deliver
progress.

And yet, despite this progress, I fully recognise the scale of the challenge
still in front of us.

Just as every report shows that we are making some progress, they are equally
clear that there is so much more to be done in this critical decade.

Friends, we are not currently on a pathway that keeps 1.5 in reach.

And whilst I do understand that leaders around the world have faced competing
priorities this year,

we must be clear,

as challenging as our current moment is, inaction is myopic, and can only
defer climate catastrophe.

We must find the ability to focus on more than one thing at once.

How many more wake-up calls do world leaders actually need?

A third of Pakistan under water.

The worst flooding in Nigeria in a decade.

This year, the worst drought in 500 years in Europe, in a thousand years in
the US, and the worst on record in China.

The cascading risks are also clear.

Entire economic sectors becoming unsustainable and uninsurable,

entire regions becoming unlivable,

and the strain on the global movement of goods,

and the pressure on people to relocate because of the climate crisis,
becoming almost unimaginable.

So, this conference must be about concrete action.

And I hope that when the world leaders join us today, they will explain what
their countries have achieved in the last year, and how they will go further.



It is very simply, a matter of trust.

Without its constituent members delivering on their commitments, and agreeing
to go further, the entire system falters.

I will do everything in my power to support our Egyptian friends.

The UK is here to reach ambitious outcomes across the agenda, including on
mitigation, on adaptation, and on loss and damage.

And we know that we have reached a point where finance makes or breaks the
programme of work that we have ahead of us.

So whilst I would point to some of the progress shown on the $100 billion,

I hear the criticisms, and I agree that more must be done, by governments and
by the Multilateral Development Banks,

including on doubling adaptation finance by 2025, and establishing a
post-2025 goal.

Ultimately though, I remain hopeful.

Look back to where we were before Glasgow.

Look back to where we were before Paris.

Indeed, as we mark the thirtieth anniversary, look back to where we were
before Rio.

With thanks to all of you, the UK’s Presidency ends as a demonstration that
progress is possible, is happening and is continuing.

Yes, we need to accelerate that progress in the remainder of this decisive
decade.

But I believe fundamentally that we can.

We know what we need to do to keep 1.5 degrees alive.

We know how to do it.

And Sameh, you and your team have our full support.

So now friends, let’s make sure we delivery, let’s make it happen.

Thank you.


