
New diagnostic centres deliver nearly
three quarters of a million tests

Up to 160 community diagnostic centres by 2025
73 centres already open and carrying out 30,000 extra tests a week
From 6 April the Health and Social Care Levy will begin raising billions
to tackle Covid backlogs and reform services
£36 billion over the next three years will put health and care services
on a sustainable footing

From Wednesday 6 April, the first ever dedicated Health and Social Care Levy
will begin to raise billions to help tackle Covid backlogs and reform
services in the UK.

Over the next three years, a record £36 billion will be invested in the
health and social care system to ensure it has the long-term resource it
needs while working to reduce patient waiting times and speed up diagnoses.

In England, record levels of health and social care funding will help to
deliver up to 160 community diagnostic centres across the country by 2025 –
including the 73 that are open already.

These centres have already delivered over 700,000 additional CT, MRI,
ultrasound, endoscopy, and ultrasound tests, with around 30,000 tests a week.
The latest figures, due next week, are expected to show three quarters of a
million additional tests were delivered for patients in need by the end of
March.

By the end of May, there will be four more community diagnostic centres open
across the country, providing one stop shops for tests and checks closer to
people’s homes.

The pandemic put unprecedented pressure on the NHS. The number of people
waiting for elective care in England is at 6 million – up from 4.4 million
before the pandemic – and this is expected to rise, as up to 10 million
people didn’t come forward for treatment during the pandemic.

The necessary, fair and responsible Levy will enable the NHS to offer more
appointments, checks, scans and operations and reform the way services are
delivered so the NHS is fit for the future, rather than simply plugging the
gaps.

In addition to the new community diagnostic centres, record healthcare
funding will help deliver:

9 million checks, scans, and operations by 2025 – an increase in
capacity of a quarter compared with the three years prior to the
pandemic.
New surgical hubs – which will be added to the network of over 40
standalone hubs already operating across the country, helping to reduce
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waits for procedures such as cataract surgery or hip replacements.
Expansion of operating theatres and diagnostic centres for cancer.

Health and Social Care Secretary Sajid Javid said:

From Wednesday, the Health and Social Care Levy will raise billions
to improve services that really matter to the public, and help us
recover and reform as we begin to live with Covid.

This is vital funding for the NHS that will clear the Covid
backlogs, helping to reduce waiting times, deliver millions more
checks, scans and operations, and reform the adult social care
system.

This critical investment in our nation’s future will be paid for by
those with the broadest shoulders, whilst those on low and middle
incomes are protected.

The Levy will also reform our social care system, backed by £5.4 billion. It
will end the cruel lottery of social care costs, provide a limit to the cost
of care for everyone in the adult social care system for the first time, and
significantly increase state support. It will also invest £500 million into
the social care workforce, the details of which are expected this week.

The reform will ensure that people receive the care they need no matter their
background and that they will be supported to have better choice, control and
independence over their care.

To ensure everyone contributes fairly, all working adults, including those
over the state pension age from April 2023, will pay the Levy and the rates
of dividend tax will also increase by 1.25% to help fund this package.

Chancellor of the Exchequer, Rishi Sunak said:

Investing in health and social care is a top priority for this
government, and it is right that we fund that investment in a
responsible and sustainable way.

The money raised by the Levy will enable us to deliver improved
services for patients, cut waiting times and make social care
funding more fair – all part of a better system for Health and
Social Care.

The Levy will initially be based on National Insurance contributions (NICs)



and from 2023 will be legislatively separate.

Every individual will contribute according to their means. Those who earn
more pay more, with the highest 15% of people paying over half the revenues.

Low earners will be shielded from the Levy following action taken by the
Chancellor in the Spring Statement last month. From July, the level at which
people pay National Insurance on their income will rise to £12,570, saving a
typical employee over £330 a year. The change does not affect the funding
available to Health and Social Care.

This means that the NHS gets the vital funding it needs to clear the Covid
backlogs but it’s paid for by those with the broadest shoulders, whilst those
on low and middle incomes are protected.

Recognising this year will be tough on household budgets, a £9.1 billion
package will see most households receive £350 to help with rising energy
bills, including a £150 cash grant via the Council Tax system in April, and a
£200 reduction in energy bills in October with the cost smoothed over 5
years.

Before Covid, no one waited longer than 18 months for elective treatment, but
now 106,000 people are. Patients will be offered more choice and information
on average waiting times at the point of referral. Those waiting the longest
will be contacted by the NHS to be given the opportunity to change provider
to reduce their wait. The NHS will support patients with travel costs if
feasible and will engage with the independent sector so all options are
available. By the end of this year, all patients that have been waiting for
18 months or more will be contacted to discuss the choices they have about
changing provider.

The investment will help to fund the NHS’ Covid Backlog Recovery Plan and
deliver on ensuring that:

Around 30% more elective activity is delivered by 2024/25 compared to
before the pandemic.
Waits of longer than a year for elective care are eliminated by March
2025, and waits of over 18 months by April 2023.
By July 2022, no one will wait longer than two years for an elective
treatment.
By March 2024, three quarters of patients who have been urgently
referred by their GP for suspected cancer will be diagnosed, or have
cancer ruled out within 28 days.
The number of people waiting more than 62 days from an urgent cancer
referral will return back to pre-pandemic levels by March 2023.

The funding raised through the Levy is in addition to the historic settlement
for the NHS in 2018, which will see its budget rise by £33.9 billion a year
by 2023/24.



PM call with President Zelenskyy of
Ukraine: 2 April 2022

Press release

Prime Minister Boris Johnson spoke to Ukrainian President Zelenskyy this
evening.

The Prime Minister spoke to Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelenskyy again
this evening.

He congratulated Ukraine’s brave armed forces for successfully pushing back
Russia’s invading army in a number of areas, but recognised the huge
challenges that remain and the immense suffering being inflicted on
civilians.

The Prime Minister updated President Zelenskyy on the progress made at last
week’s military donor conference, convened by the UK with 35 countries, and
committed to continue to step up defensive support. President Zelenskyy
underscored the urgency of Ukraine’s fight for its survival as a free and
democratic nation and the importance of international assistance.

President Zelenskyy also updated on the status on peace negotiations and
welcomed further UK involvement in these diplomatic efforts. Both leaders
agreed on the importance of continuing to ratchet up sanctions to increase
the economic pressure on Putin’s war machine, so long as Russian troops
remain on Ukrainian territory.

They committed to remain in close contact and speak again in the coming days.
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Accident involving a light aircraft in
Upper Heyford, Oxfordshire – 02 April
2022

News story

The AAIB has sent a team to Upper Heyford, Oxfordshire.

An accident in Upper Heyford, Oxfordshire, involving a light aircraft has
been notified to the AAIB. An investigation has been launched into the
accident and a team of inspectors are at the accident site gathering
evidence.

Read more about how we investigate aircraft accidents

Published 2 April 2022

Scottish Secretary visits Belfast to
discuss Union connectivity

News story

On his recent visit to the city Alister Jack met businesses to talk about
improving transport links between Northern Ireland and the rest of United
Kingdom.
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On board the Stena Line Belfast – Cairnryan ferry

On a two-day trip [30 March and 1 April 2022], Mr Jack met Stena Line,
logistics companies, transport firms, and businesses who transport goods
between Belfast and Scotland.

The poor state of the roads on the Scottish side of the ferry link – in
particular the A77 and A75 – is an issue highlighted by Sir Peter Hendy in
his recent Union Connectivity Review

Sir Peter was clear that strengthened transport connections between all parts
of the UK are vital to maximise economic growth and jobs. He advocated the
creation of ‘UKNET’ – a strategic transport network spanning the entire
United Kingdom. Upgraded roads in South West Scotland would be a key part of
that network. Sir Peter recommended offering the Scottish Government new
funding to upgrade the A75, and encouraged the Scottish Government to improve
the A77.

Secretary of State for Scotland Alister Jack said:

Sir Peter Hendy’s Union Connectivity Review highlighted the need
for urgent investment in the poor roads in South West Scotland.
These are not just local roads serving people in the South West of
Scotland. They are crucial arteries linking Northern Ireland with
the rest of the UK. They are vital for the transportation of goods
in both directions, but are currently not fit for purpose.

My meetings in Belfast will help inform the UK Government response
to Sir Peter’s review. We have been clear that we want to work with
the Scottish Government to make urgent improvements to the A77 and
A75.

Meeting the Ulster Scots Agency

The Scottish Secretary also met the Ulster Scots Agency on his visit, to hear
about their community and culture. The Ulster-Scots’ identity links Scotland
and Northern Ireland, with centuries of shared history. Northern Ireland
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Secretary Brandon Lewis joined him for this part of the visit.

Mr Jack added:

It was a great pleasure to meet the Ulster Scots Agency and members
of their community. They have a fascinating history and culture,
and I was grateful to them for sharing it with me. It was also real
a pleasure to hear the very talented young musicians from Campbell
College.

Published 2 April 2022

UK Minister for Asia visits Laos to
boost collaboration on global health,
climate change and trade

Press release

UK Minister for Asia, Amanda Milling visited Laos this week (30 March – 2
April).

During her trip, the Minister met Foreign Minister, H.E. Mr. Saleumxay
Kommasith and co-chaired the UK-Laos Political Dialogue alongside Vice
Minister for Foreign Affairs, H.E. Bounleua Phandanouvong.

The Dialogue covered cooperation on education and health, tackling climate
change and COVID-19, as well as addressing regional and global security,
including human rights and Russian’s invasion of Ukraine.

The Minister also had the opportunity to travel to Xieng Khouang in northern
Laos to see first-hand how UK funds are supporting unexploded bomb clearance.
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She met with the brave teams who carry out the work in the field and risk
their lives each day to save others.

Minister for Asia, Amanda Milling, said:

The UK-Laos Political Dialogue has been a great opportunity to
discuss how we can strengthen our cooperation and work together to
address shared challenges.

I also saw the positive impact the UK has in the region, seeing how
our funding is helping clear unexploded bombs in Xieng Khouang
province.

This support has meant that land that was once dangerous and
unusable can now be used for schools, homes and farming.

While in Vientiane, Minister Milling’s meeting with the Minister for
Environment covered Laos’s target for zero emissions by 2050, and their
attendance at COP26.

In her meeting with the Minister for Energy they discussed Laos’s plans to
transition to more renewable energy, while her talks with the Minister for
Health covered Covid-19 and the UK’s support in providing vaccines.

Minister Milling met Chevening Alumni to hear about their achievements since
returning to Laos and also with British business figures helping to expand
commercial ties in the country.
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