
PM meeting with High Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan of the
UAE: 7 November 2022

Press release

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak met with the President of the United Arab
Emirates, High Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan, at COP27.

The Prime Minister met the President of the United Arab Emirates, High
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan, at the COP27 climate summit.

The leaders discussed regional security, in particular the situation in Iran
and Tehran’s destabilising behaviour in the region, as well as the
negotiations around the JCPoA nuclear deal.

The Prime Minister and Sheikh bin Zayed agreed to continue working closely
together on defence, security and trade, including progressing the UK-GCC
trade deal next year.

They also welcomed cooperation on energy transition and green technology, and
looked forward to COP28 in the Emirates next year.
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November 2022

Press release

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak met with European Commission President Ursula Von
Der Leyen at COP27.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak spoke to European Commission President Ursula Von
Der Leyen at COP27 in Egypt today.

They reflected on the progress and challenges since COP26 in Glasgow,
committing to work together to speed up the transition to renewables and
mobilise finance for developing countries.

The Prime Minister noted that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and manipulation
of energy prices had only strengthened the argument for ending our reliance
on fossil fuels.

The leaders agreed the UK and European Union would remain steadfast in our
military, economic and diplomatic support for Ukraine, and in countering
Russian aggression.

On the Northern Ireland Protocol, the Prime Minister reiterated the need to
find solutions to the very real problems it had created on the ground in
Northern Ireland. They agreed on the importance of working together to agree
a resolution.
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charity after contaminating
groundwater

Augean South Limited agreed to pay £25,000 to Rockingham Forest Trust

A company which handles hazardous waste has made a payment of £25,000 to an
environmental charity following the contamination of groundwater at its site.

Augean South Limited of Stamford Road, Kings Cliffe, Northamptonshire also
paid £11,058.90 to cover the costs of the Environment Agency investigation.

The discharge in 2020 had a short-term impact on wildlife and saw some
amphibian species decline but populations recovered by the following summer.
Vegetation also naturally improved after the pollution.

Routine inspections in March 2020, detected high levels of chemicals in the
groundwater adjacent to the treatment centre at East Northants Resource
Management Facility. The site is operated by Augean South Limited.

After performing further tests, Augean notified the Environment Agency.
Officers concluded Augean had negligently exceeded its environmental permits,
contrary to regulations 12(1)(b) and 38(1)(a) of the Environmental Permitting
(England and Wales) Regulations 2016.

The Environment Agency accepted an Enforcement Undertaking submitted by
Augean.

Enforcement undertakings are 1 of the civil sanctions available to the
Environment Agency, enabling the wrongdoer to put right the situation and
compensate for any environmental harm.

As part of this agreement, Augean donated £25,000 to the Rockingham Forest
Trust, a local charity which promotes environmental projects in
Northamptonshire.

It is believed that heavy rainfall during the winter and subsequent storms
contributed to the chemical discharge.

The Environment Agency was satisfied Augean took appropriate action to
resolve the situation. The company had acted in a timely manner to remove and
clean the affected land, whilst continuing to monitor the groundwater and
soil.

There have been no similar incidents since at the waste facility.

Members of the public with concerns about pollution should contact our 24-
hour incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60.
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ESFA publishes annual report and
accounts for 2021 to 2022

News story

ESFA has published its annual report and accounts 2021 to 2022, which
highlights that it has delivered on its funding body role

The Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) has published it’s annual
report and accounts for 2021 to 2022.

David Withey, Chief Executive said,

In 2021-22 ESFA successfully distributed £65 billion of funding to
education and skills providers. This included new funding streams
to help mitigate the impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic, contributing
to a total of £1.145 billion of educational recovery funding,
helping learners catch up on lost learning.

Just as importantly, the agency’s audit and assurance programmes
have helped to ensure that the public is receiving value for money
by monitoring how the funds are spent within sectors.

Other key highlights are the continuing work of the schools
resource management advisers which continues to both support
schools and academy trusts to plan and manage their financial
oversight. We’ve also seen successes in the FE sector where the
agency has taken a more collaborative and supportive approach with
colleges and 2021-22 saw a reducing number of colleges entering
intervention.

This provides an important foundation for our work in 2022-23 and
beyond. ESFA has a critical role in maintaining the provision of a
quality service in what is likely to be an increasingly challenging
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fiscal environment given inflationary pressures on the system.
While our regulatory-type functions will continue to play an
important part part in supporting effective reassurance, I am also
keen to build more effective partnerships with the sector that can
enable early support for providers under financial stress.

We are here to support providers and I want to thank the sector for
working with us to ensure that we continue delivering the best
provision and outcomes for learners.

Martin Spencer, ESFA Chair said,

I am very pleased to have been appointed as Chair midway through
the period covered by this report, taking over from Dame Irene
Lucas-Hayes. I would like to thank Dame Irene for her support and
leadership of the Board throughout her tenure.

We continued to perform strongly in 2021-22 and at the heart of our
core purpose remains providing £65 billion of timely and accurate
funding to our education and skills sectors, which this year we
achieved with a 100% success rate for allocations and 99.9% for
payments.

Following the implementation of the ALB review recommendations we
felt it was important to take the time to reflect on our high level
governance arrangements to ensure that we maintain appropriate
oversight across all aspects of the refocused remit. As a board we
will continue to work closely with the executive, offering our
support whilst the agency continues to refine its functions and
strategy.
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Free flood advice workshops on offer
to Yorkshire communities this Flood
Action Week

Press release

The Environment Agency is offering free workshops throughout flood action
week to prepare communities across Yorkshire for flooding this winter.
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Flood warden in high vis jacket

Yorkshire communities at risk of flooding are being offered a series of
seminars and workshops to find out how they can better prepare for the risk
of flooding this season.

The Environment Agency and partners are offering a series of free online
events as part of this year’s Flood Action Week, running from Monday 7
November to Sunday 13 November.

The programme is designed for community groups and partner organisations with
an interest in how they can prepare for, respond to and recover from
flooding.

Sessions also cover community emergency resilience, climate change
adaptation, natural flood management and flood volunteering.

Carolyn Jarvis, Flood Resilience Adviser at the Environment Agency said:

Working alongside fantastic partners, we’ve designed these
workshops to provide free, accessible flood preparedness
information. This is a great opportunity for people to become more
informed and find out how they can help their local community
respond to the impacts of flooding which we will all experience
with more frequency.

Flooding can be devastating, and this Flood Action Week we are
urging people to check their flood risk and find out the simple
steps they can take to be prepared for flooding this winter.

People can view the programme of events and sign up for the free sessions
here.

This Flood Action Week (7 November – 13 November) the Environment Agency is
urging people to take three simple steps:

Those at risk are encouraged to follow the advice to ‘Prepare. Act. Survive’,
specifically:
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If there is an initial flood alert – prepare by packing medicines and
insurance and other important documents and visit the flood warning
information service.
If there is a subsequent confirmed flood warning – act by moving family,
pets and belongings to safety. Turn off gas, water and electricity.
If there is a severe flood warning – survive immediate danger by
following the advice of emergency services or calling 999 if needed
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