
Outstanding collection of Joseph Wolf
animal drawings at risk of leaving the
UK

Press release

A temporary export bar has been placed on a set of 120 original drawings of
animals by Joseph Wolf

Export bar is to allow time for a UK gallery or institution to acquire
the collection

A set of 120 drawings of animals worth £119,700 is at risk of leaving the UK
unless a buyer can be found to save the collection for the nation.

Joseph Wolf was a 19th century artist who specialised in natural history
illustrations. He produced works for the British Museum and the Zoological
Society of London and was well known for depicting animals in accurate,
lifelike postures.

The norm of painting an animal in its natural habitat was established by Wolf
and this set of 120 original drawings of animals demonstrates his outstanding
skills and artistry for depiction of animal behaviour.

Arts Minister Lord Parkinson said:

Joseph Wolf’s magnificent drawings of animals in their natural
habitats are a joy to behold as well as a fascinating insight into
natural history illustration in the 19th century. I sincerely hope
a buyer comes forward to save these for the nation.

The Minister’s decision follows the advice of the Reviewing Committee on the
Export of Works of Art and Objects of Cultural Interest. The committee noted
that the collection of drawings held enormous research potential,
particularly as they sit at the intersection of visual arts and intellectual
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inquiry.

Committee member Christopher Baker said:

Joseph Wolf (1820–1899) played a key role in the development of
natural history illustration in Britain by animating and
contextualising his subjects and indicating the habitats and
behaviours of animals – which was a quite different approach to
earlier, more static representations. His fascinating and
accomplished work was highly regarded by Victorian naturalists,
explorers and artists, and appeared in scientific journals, luxury
books with colour plates and more popular, accessible publications.
This substantial group of drawings is of particular interest as it
allows an intimate view of his working processes and observational
skills and has great potential for research on his pioneering
practice and its legacy. Securing the drawings for a public U.K.
collection would be highly desirable.

The RCEWA made its recommendation on the grounds that the collection was of
outstanding significance to the study of natural history art and
illustration.

The decision on the export licence application for the painting will be
deferred for a period ending on 6 February 2023 inclusive. At the end of the
first deferral period owners will have a consideration period of 15 business
days to consider any offer(s) to purchase the painting at the recommended
price of £119,700 (plus £4,940 VAT). The second deferral period will commence
following the signing of an Option Agreement and will last for three months.

ENDS

Notes to editors

Organisations or individuals interested in purchasing the collection1.
should contact the RCEWA on 0161 934 4317.
Provenance: The Library Collection of Henry Broughton, established by2.
Henry Rogers Broughton between 1927 and 1960, United Kingdom, Lord and
Lady Fairhaven, (Acquired through descent from the above. Sold:
Sotheby’s, London, 18 May 2022, Lot 242). Purchased at the above sale by
the present owner.
The Reviewing Committee on the Export of Works of Art and Objects of3.
Cultural Interest is an independent body, serviced by the Arts Council
(ACE), which advises the Secretary of State for Digital, Culture, Media
and Sport on whether a cultural object, intended for export, is of
national importance under specified criteria.
Arts Council England is the national development agency for creativity4.
and culture. They have set out in their strategic vision in Let’s Create
that by 2030 they want England to be a country in which everyone’s
creativity is valued and given the chance to flourish and where everyone
has access to a remarkable range of high-quality cultural experiences.

https://www.artscouncil.org.uk/


ACE invest public money from the Government and The National Lottery to
help support the sector and to deliver this vision.
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PM meeting with Prime Minister Meloni
of Italy: 07 November 2022

Press release

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak met Giorgia Meloni, Prime Minister of Italy, at
COP27.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak met Giorgia Meloni, Prime Minister of Italy, at
COP27 in Sharm el-Sheikh today.

The leaders had a positive discussion on a range of shared issues and
priorities, including tackling illegal migration and people smuggling gangs.

Reflecting on the UN climate summit, they noted the importance of addressing
climate change for our long-term security and prosperity.

The Prime Minister highlighted the shock to global energy and food prices
caused by Russia’s invasion of Ukraine, and the leaders agreed to continue to
take strong action to support Ukraine and hold Russia to account for its
actions.

The Prime Minister and Prime Minister Meloni welcomed the opportunity to meet
at the start of their respective premierships and looked forward to working
closely together, building on the strong partnership between the UK and
Italy.
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PM meeting with High Highness Sheikh
Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan of the
UAE: 7 November 2022

Press release

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak met with the President of the United Arab
Emirates, High Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan, at COP27.

The Prime Minister met the President of the United Arab Emirates, High
Highness Sheikh Mohammed bin Zayed al-Nahyan, at the COP27 climate summit.

The leaders discussed regional security, in particular the situation in Iran
and Tehran’s destabilising behaviour in the region, as well as the
negotiations around the JCPoA nuclear deal.

The Prime Minister and Sheikh bin Zayed agreed to continue working closely
together on defence, security and trade, including progressing the UK-GCC
trade deal next year.

They also welcomed cooperation on energy transition and green technology, and
looked forward to COP28 in the Emirates next year.
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President Ursula Von Der Leyen: 7
November 2022

Press release

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak met with European Commission President Ursula Von
Der Leyen at COP27.

Prime Minister Rishi Sunak spoke to European Commission President Ursula Von
Der Leyen at COP27 in Egypt today.

They reflected on the progress and challenges since COP26 in Glasgow,
committing to work together to speed up the transition to renewables and
mobilise finance for developing countries.

The Prime Minister noted that Russia’s invasion of Ukraine and manipulation
of energy prices had only strengthened the argument for ending our reliance
on fossil fuels.

The leaders agreed the UK and European Union would remain steadfast in our
military, economic and diplomatic support for Ukraine, and in countering
Russian aggression.

On the Northern Ireland Protocol, the Prime Minister reiterated the need to
find solutions to the very real problems it had created on the ground in
Northern Ireland. They agreed on the importance of working together to agree
a resolution.
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Northants waste firm pays out to
charity after contaminating
groundwater

Augean South Limited agreed to pay £25,000 to Rockingham Forest Trust

A company which handles hazardous waste has made a payment of £25,000 to an
environmental charity following the contamination of groundwater at its site.

Augean South Limited of Stamford Road, Kings Cliffe, Northamptonshire also
paid £11,058.90 to cover the costs of the Environment Agency investigation.

The discharge in 2020 had a short-term impact on wildlife and saw some
amphibian species decline but populations recovered by the following summer.
Vegetation also naturally improved after the pollution.

Routine inspections in March 2020, detected high levels of chemicals in the
groundwater adjacent to the treatment centre at East Northants Resource
Management Facility. The site is operated by Augean South Limited.

After performing further tests, Augean notified the Environment Agency.
Officers concluded Augean had negligently exceeded its environmental permits,
contrary to regulations 12(1)(b) and 38(1)(a) of the Environmental Permitting
(England and Wales) Regulations 2016.

The Environment Agency accepted an Enforcement Undertaking submitted by
Augean.

Enforcement undertakings are 1 of the civil sanctions available to the
Environment Agency, enabling the wrongdoer to put right the situation and
compensate for any environmental harm.

As part of this agreement, Augean donated £25,000 to the Rockingham Forest
Trust, a local charity which promotes environmental projects in
Northamptonshire.

It is believed that heavy rainfall during the winter and subsequent storms
contributed to the chemical discharge.

The Environment Agency was satisfied Augean took appropriate action to
resolve the situation. The company had acted in a timely manner to remove and
clean the affected land, whilst continuing to monitor the groundwater and
soil.

There have been no similar incidents since at the waste facility.

Members of the public with concerns about pollution should contact our 24-
hour incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60.
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