
DfT appoints Nick Denton to new
independent aviation panel

new independent aviation panel launched to drive forward best practice
of regulatory processes at the Civil Aviation Authority
Nick Denton, current Traffic Commissioner for the West Midlands, chosen
by ministers to be appointed to the panel
the panel will be fully operational from 2 May 2022

The Department for Transport (DfT) has today (11 April 2022) announced the
first appointment to a new independent aviation panel created to strengthen
transparency around decision-making and regulatory processes at the Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA).

Nick Denton, current Traffic Commissioner for West Midlands, has been
selected by ministers following a diligent recruitment process run by DfT.

He brings expertise in investigative processes and procedures following many
years working as a Traffic Commissioner and, before that, in the civil
service.

The panel is fully independent and impartial of the CAA and is available to
review eligible decisions made by the CAA, which is responsible for the
regulation of aviation safety, use of airspace and the licensing and
financial fitness of airlines, among other things.

The panel will be open to review eligible decisions taken after 2 May 2022.

It will soon be open to individuals whose cases meet a certain threshold if
they remain unsatisfied following the CAA’s new internal review process.

Eligible decisions cover personnel licensing and certification decisions,
such as those following an airspace infringement or the decision to suspend a
licence or endorsement to an instructor or examiner.

The panel will consider whether the CAA correctly followed its processes and
procedures in arriving at a decision. It will have the power to remit the
case back to the CAA where it investigates and considers the CAA has not done
this.

Aviation Minister Robert Courts said:

The UK aviation sector is world-leading, in part because of our
high standards in training and regulation. We want everyone to feel
fairly treated, which is why it is so important to have this panel.

Under Nick’s leadership as the independent reviewer, we will
continue to have a thriving independent aviation sector.
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Sir Stephen Hillier, Chair of the UK CAA, said:

The CAA warmly welcomes Nick Denton to his new role as the
independent reviewer of how the CAA has made decisions that affect
individuals.

As the UK’s independent aviation safety regulator, we always strive
to make decisions properly and with safety interests to the fore.
This additional layer of review will add more transparency to our
processes for making those decisions, help ensure that we
continually improve the quality of our service and build further
trust between the CAA and those that we license.

Nick Denton, Traffic Commissioner, said:

I’m very pleased to be appointed to the panel and to offer my
expertise in reviewing cases with a fair, proportionate and
independent eye, as I have done up to now in my Traffic
Commissioner role.

Decision-making processes must be understandable and transparent to
those whom they affect and people need to be confident that they
have received fair treatment. I will do my utmost to ensure that
the panel achieves these outcomes.

An important aspect of the UK and international aviation safety system is
that the regulatory authority has the responsibility for safety-related
decisions. Therefore, the CAA will remain the ultimate decision-maker.

In the exceptional event that the CAA chooses not to reconsider a case in
light of a recommendation to do so from the panel, it will need to explain
its rationale to the complainant, the panel and the Minister for Aviation.

More information about the panel, including its terms of reference, will be
made available on GOV.UK and the CAA website in May.

Appalling attack on Kramatorsk railway
station on 8 April 2022: UK statement
to the OSCE

Mr Chair, it is not even a week since our last Special Permanent Council was
held to address the atrocities committed by invading Russian forces in towns
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such as Irpin and Bucha. And since our last Permanent Council on Thursday, we
gather here again – in shock and horror – following the news from Kramatorsk.
Two missile strikes in the middle of the day on a crowd reported to be over a
thousand people waiting for trains to escape Russia’s onslaught. Strikes on a
station whose role in this evacuation has been noted around the world. Over
fifty people – innocent civilians – women, men, and children – reported
killed in this barbaric attack, and over 100 injured.

One further horrific act in this premeditated, unjustified invasion by Russia
of Ukraine. One further incident involving innocent civilians.

As we have come to expect, the Russian disinformation machine immediately
kicked into work. The Russian government continue their futile attempts to
distract and deflect us from their own actions through their blizzard of
lies. It has not succeeded over the past 7 and a half weeks and it will never
succeed.

Mr Chair, the world continues to watch, and we continue to take concrete
steps in response to Russia’s brutal, unjustified and illegal invasion
against its sovereign, democratic neighbour. Last week, the UN General
Assembly voted to suspend Russia’s membership of the UN Human Rights Council.
We are awaiting the OSCE’s Moscow Mechanism Report to release the first
initial examination of alleged war crimes in Ukraine. And this is only the
start.

An International Criminal Court (ICC) investigation is already underway. UK
Government Departments are working closely together to identify and collate
evidence of atrocities so that we, alongside international partners, can
assist the investigation. Those responsible for the atrocities that have been
committed in Ukraine will be held accountable. Mechanisms are being created
to bring perpetrators to justice. Soldiers and commanders who issue or follow
illegal orders should know that their actions are being broadcast around the
world. Mr Chair – we are watching; we are documenting; and we will not
forget. Justice will be served.

Mr Chair – We will use all the tools available to us to ensure that President
Putin fails in his war of choice. The UK has imposed further sanctions on
Russia. On 6 April, we announced a full asset freeze on Russia’s largest bank
and an end to all new UK outward investment into Russia. We also announced an
end to all imports of Russian coal and oil by the end of 2022. These measures
have been delivered in lockstep with our global allies. Collectively, we are
implementing the strongest set of economic sanctions ever imposed, to deprive
the Russian government’s war machine of funds.

Mr Chair, as the Prime Minister said on Friday at the Stand-up for Ukraine
pledging conference, ‘President Putin has inflicted the worst humanitarian
crisis in Europe since 1945’. Faced with this horror, and in solidarity with
of Ukraine, our Prime Minister visited Kyiv on Saturday to emphasise our
unwavering support for Ukraine and the Ukrainian people, whose profound
courage in the face of adversity inspires us all.

Thank you Mr Chair. I request that you attach this statement to the journal
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of the day.

Allow up to ten weeks to apply for a
British passport

News story

People are urged not leave their application to the last minute, with demand
at an all-time high.

People are being urged not to leave their application for a British passport
to the last minute, with demand at an all-time high.

Since April 2021 HM Passport Office has been advising people to allow up to
ten weeks when applying for their passport. This remains the case.

Due to COVID-19, HM Passport Office saw a significant drop in the number of
people applying for passports, with over 5 million people delaying their
applications throughout 2020 and 2021.

But with international travel returning to normal, more and more people are
applying for a new passport.

While there are urgent services for people who need their passport more
quickly, appointment availability is limited. People are therefore strongly
advised to apply early and help ensure that their holiday plans go smoothly.

Director General of HM Passport Office, Abi Tierney, said:

Now that international travel has resumed, we know people will be
looking at going away on holiday and yet many people are leaving
applying for a passport too late.

The summer holidays are fast approaching so if you need a new
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passport, we urge you to apply now.

Our dedicated staff are working tirelessly to ensure that passport
applications are processed as quickly as possible.

Applying online is the cheapest and easiest way to obtain your passport.

Published 11 April 2022

Scottish security operatives face
realistic terror scenarios in
nightclub exercise

The Security Industry Authority (SIA), which is the regulator for the private
security industry, ran the safety resilience exercise at Kokomo on Glasgow’s
West Regent Street. The SIA organised the exercise, which is the first of its
kind in Scotland, in partnership with Police Scotland counter-terrorism
officers and Glasgow City Council.

The training event at Kokomo confronted security staff with a series of real-
time simulations, involving actors, of possible emergency scenarios. These
included a mass stabbing, an acid attack, a marauding terrorist attack taking
place outside the club, and a suspect package.

Ronnie Megaughin, the SIA’s Acting Director of Inspections & Enforcement,
said:

Putting these security operatives into realistic terror scenarios
is one of the best ways to prepare them in the event of a real-life
incident. We stage a terror incident, watch how they deal with the
scenario, and then provide an instant debrief from counter-terror
experts. We know from past experience that operatives, and their
managers, really appreciate what they learn from these events and
find them worth their while. Any of these security staff could find
themselves as the first responder at a serious incident, and this
training could literally be the difference between life and death.

Lee Crofts, the SIA Criminal Investigation manager who co-ordinated the
event, said:

The main aim of exercises like this is to enhance public safety in
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the night-time economy by working with venues and security staff.
It’s also to showcase best practice by putting the Action Counters
Terrorism (ACT) security e-learning package, which we’ve been
recommending to all SIA-licensed operatives, into practice. We’re
really pleased with the commitment that all the security staff put
into the Kokomo exercise.

This emergency planning exercise at Kokomo continues a programme of exercises
and follows on from events in Chesterfield and London in autumn 2021. A pilot
event took place at Buxton in Derbyshire in October 2019.

Further information:

The Security Industry Authority is the organisation responsible for
regulating the private security industry in the United Kingdom, reporting to
the Home Secretary under the terms of the Private Security Industry Act 2001.
Our main duties are: the compulsory licensing of individuals undertaking
designated activities; and managing the voluntary Approved Contractor Scheme.

For further information about the Security Industry Authority visit
www.gov.uk/sia. The SIA is also on Facebook (Security Industry Authority) and
Twitter (SIAuk).

10-year ban for wine investor

William Mason Fine Wines Limited was incorporated in March 1997 and traded as
an alcohol wholesaler from premises on Church Street, in Great Ellingham,
Norfolk.

William Geoffrey Mason (54) was the director of the company before the
alcohol wholesaler entered into liquidation and was wound-up in November
2020.

The company’s liquidation, however, triggered an investigation by the
Insolvency Service, which found that for more than 18 years, William Mason
caused the alcohol wholesaler to trade with a lack of commercial probity.

Investigators uncovered that William Mason Fine Wines operated a wine
investment scheme, purchasing and storing wines on behalf of the company’s
clients.

Between 2001 and 2019, investors made payments worth £445,000 and William
Mason corresponded with investors, providing stock certificates and in some
cases arranging partial return of their wine or funds.

Investigators, however, found that in a majority of cases, William Mason
caused the company not to purchase the wines and where wine was purchased,
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the company disposed of the alcohol without the agreement of the investors.
At the point of liquidation, William Mason Fine Wines Limited held no wine in
stock.

William Mason’s ban became effective on 22 February 2022 and the
disqualification prevents him from directly, or indirectly, becoming involved
in the promotion, formation or management of a company, without the
permission of the court.

David Argyle, Deputy Head of Insolvent Investigations, said:

Several of the investors that have lost their investments were good
friends with William Mason and it was this friendship that made
them believe they could trust him.

10 years is a significant disqualification and sends a stark
warning to directors who think they can abuse their investors that
we will pursue the strictest restrictions and remove them from the
corporate arena.

William Geoffrey Mason is from Wymondham, Norfolk and his date of birth is
June 1967.

William Mason Fine Wines Limited (Company Registration: 03336395).

A disqualification order has the effect that without specific permission of a
court, a person with a disqualification cannot:

act as a director of a company
take part, directly or indirectly, in the promotion, formation or
management of a company or limited liability partnership
be a receiver of a company’s property

Disqualification undertakings are the administrative equivalent of a
disqualification order but do not involve court proceedings. Persons subject
to a disqualification order are bound by a range of other restrictions.

Further information about the work of the Insolvency Service, and how to
complain about financial misconduct, is available on GOV.UK.

You can also follow the Insolvency Service on:
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