
Ukraine crisis: increased risk of
sexual exploitation and abuse and
sexual harassment

The situation in Ukraine continues to change rapidly, with many Ukrainians
becoming displaced and seeking the shelter and safety of charities operating
along Ukraine’s borders and in the neighbouring countries.

We recognise the vital work charities are delivering, here and in the region,
to support those affected by the crisis. Through our collaboration with the
Foreign Commonwealth and Development Office (FCDO), we are aware that
criminal groups are operating in the region. Charities need to be alert to
the risks that some individuals may try to use the cover of charity for the
purpose of sexual exploitation and abuse and sexual harassment of those in
need of assistance.

All trustees must take reasonable steps to protect from harm people who come
into contact with their charity – this is a fundamental part of fulfilling
your trustee duties and operating as a charity for the public benefit.
However, operating internationally in response to a humanitarian crisis will
pose particular safeguarding challenges and we recognise that those fleeing
from conflict will have experienced significant trauma, which may result in
specific vulnerabilities.

Whilst the risks faced, and how these are managed, will depend on the size,
nature and complexity of the charity, trustees should consider what further
steps they could take to ensure they are keeping people safe from harm.

We expect trustees of charities operating in the region to:

assess and manage sexual exploitation and abuse and sexual harassment
risks and wider safeguarding risks in their charity and for its
operations
regularly review existing safeguarding policies and procedures to ensure
that they remain fit for purpose as the situation on the ground evolves
make sure trustees, staff and volunteers are suitable and legally able
to act in their positions, undertaking or updating vetting checks as
appropriate
implement any training plans, especially following new recruitment
use the Misconduct Disclosure Scheme if they are signatories when hiring
staff and volunteers to help protect their charity and other
organisations from individuals who pose a safeguarding risk – for those
who are not currently signatories, you should apply the principles of
the scheme and then sign up to it as soon as feasible
ensure all those connected to their charity understand how, and feel
able, to report concerns

If your charity is responding to the crisis in Ukraine by working with
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partners, you must make sure that any grant recipient or partner body is
suitable and they must have appropriate safeguarding procedures in place.
Where a registered charity supports, or works closely with overseas partners
or not-for-profit organisations that are not registered with the Commission,
we will hold the registered charity to account over the suitability and
management of that relationship – including its supervision of safeguarding
risks.

For more information on conducting appropriate and proper due diligence,
please see our Compliance Toolkit which includes a range of practical tools.
For specific due diligence guidance on safeguarding against sexual
exploitation and abuse and sexual harassment, charities may also wish to
consider FCDO’s framework for implementing partners.

Handling allegations or incidents
Where allegations or incidents do arise, it is important that charities
respond quickly and handle the situation appropriately. Charities should
ensure that support is available to victims and survivors. They must also
report to all relevant agencies and regulators as appropriate.

This includes reporting to the Charity Commission where serious incidents
occur and reporting potentially criminal incidents to the police and/or
appropriate authorities in the locality.

In cases where a British national or a person with a claim to UK residency
has committed, or potentially committed, a child sexual abuse/exploitation
offence overseas, the UK authorities may have an interest even though it
happened overseas. Please see our guidance on reporting to the police for
more information.

Further information
For more information on sexual exploitation and abuse and sexual harassment,
please see:

The Commission also has further information on protecting people who come
into contact with your charity:

For guidance on responding to the crisis in Ukraine, please see the
Commission’s main hub – Ukraine humanitarian crisis: guidance for charities
and trustees.

Notes

The Charity Commission, the independent regulator of charities in England and
Wales, is issuing this alert to charities as regulatory advice under section
15(2) of the Charities Act 2011.
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UKHSA update on salmonella cases
linked to confectionary products

Latest
The UK Health Security Agency (UKHSA) is continuing to investigate an ongoing
outbreak of salmonella linked to certain Kinder products made in one of
Ferrero’s factories, in Arlon, Belgium.

We are working with the Food Standards Agency, Food Standards Scotland,
Public Health Scotland, Public Health Wales, Public Health Agency Northern
Ireland, as well as international public health and food safety authorities,
to ensure that the risk to public health is minimised as far as possible.

As of 29 April, there are 76 cases linked to this outbreak in the UK. The
majority of the cases are children under 5 years of age.

We continue to remind people that a range of Kinder Egg products and Schoko-
Bons should not be eaten.

Full details on the products affected and the recall can be found here.

Further information on case numbers in all affected countries can be found at
the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC).

Previous

22 April 2022

UKHSA is continuing to work with the Food Standards Agency, Food Standards
Scotland, Public Health Scotland, Public Health Wales, Public Health Agency
Northern Ireland – as well as international public health and food safety
authorities – to investigate an ongoing outbreak of salmonella linked to
certain Kinder products made in one of Ferrero’s factories, in Arlon,
Belgium.

As of 20 April, there are 73 cases linked to this outbreak in the UK. The
majority of the cases are children under 5 years of age.

We continue to remind people that a range of Kinder Egg products and Schoko-
Bon’s should not be eaten.

Full details on the products affected and the recall can be found here.

Further information on case numbers in all affected countries can be found at
the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC).
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15 April 2022

As we enter the bank holiday weekend, the Food Standards Agency (FSA), Food
Standards Scotland (FSS) and UKHSA are strongly reminding people that a range
of Kinder Egg products and Schoko-Bon’s should not be eaten.

The agencies are continuing to work with Public Health Scotland, Public
Health Wales, Public Health Agency Northern Ireland – as well as
international public health and food safety authorities – to investigate an
ongoing outbreak of salmonella linked to certain Kinder Egg product ranges
and Schoko-Bons produced at one of the Ferrero company’s factories, in Arlon,
Belgium.

Full details on the products affected and the recall can be found here.

As of 15 April, there are 70 cases linked to this outbreak in the UK. The
majority of the cases are in children under 5 years of age.

Dame Jenny Harries, Chief Executive of UKHSA, said:

We’re reminding people of the recall this bank holiday weekend as
it’s possible these products have been bought and stored as gifts,
or for events such as Easter trails.

It’s crucial these products are not eaten and are discarded.
Salmonella infection can be severe and many children affected in
this outbreak have been very unwell and hospitalised, so anyone
giving chocolate products to friends or family should take extra
care to ensure their Easter gifts are not amongst those products
recalled.

Thank you to parents and guardians  who worked with us and other
public health authorities in the UK to tell us what their children
had eaten prior to becoming unwell – this allowed us to rapidly
pinpoint a potential source of infection and helped food chain
investigations both in this country and in Europe. We understand
this has been a worrying time for these families, and their
responses have helped to prevent more children and vulnerable
adults being affected.

Emily Miles, Chief Executive of the Food Standards Agency, said:

As we go into the Easter weekend, we are strongly urging consumers
to follow the advice in the latest recall notice and to check any
Kinder products they might have already bought against the list
detailed in the notice, as they may pose a risk to health. If they
do have any products on the list, they should not eat them and
should discard them immediately.

We have emphasised to the business and the authorities in Belgium
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the importance of taking a precautionary approach to their recall
and trust that they will continue to put consumers’ needs first in
any action they take.

Symptoms of salmonellosis – or infection with salmonella – typically resolve
themselves within a few days. However, symptoms can be more severe,
especially in young children, those who are pregnant and those with weakened
immune systems.

Anybody with concerns that they have symptoms of salmonellosis should contact
their GP or call NHS 111. Salmonella can be spread from person to person as
well as from food, so anyone affected should adhere to good hygiene
practices, such as washing hands thoroughly after using the bathroom and
avoiding handling food for others where possible, if you have symptoms.

The following products have been recalled and regardless of best-before date,
should not be eaten.
The recall includes:

Kinder Surprise 20g and 3x 20g
Kinder Surprise 100g
Kinder Egg Hunt
Kinder Mini Eggs
Kinder Schoko-Bons

13 April 2022

UKHSA is continuing to work with the Food Standards Agency, Food Standards
Scotland, Public Health Scotland, Public Health Wales, Public Health Agency
Northern Ireland – as well as international public health and food safety
authorities – to investigate an ongoing outbreak of Salmonella linked to
certain Kinder products produced by the Ferrero Group.

Full details on the products affected and the recall can be found here.

As of 13 April, there are 67 cases linked to this outbreak in the UK. The
majority of the cases are in children under 5 years of age.

Dr Lesley Larkin, Surveillance Lead, Gastrointestinal Pathogens and Food
Safety (One Health) at UKHSA, said:

We would like to thank all the parents who worked with us and other
public health authorities in the UK to tell us what their children
had eaten prior to becoming unwell – they allowed us to rapidly
pinpoint a potential source, which facilitated food chain
investigations both in this country and in Europe. We understand
this has been a worrying time for these families, and their
responses have helped to prevent more children being affected.

Symptoms of salmonellosis typically resolve themselves within a few
days. However, symptoms can be more severe, especially in young
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children, those who are pregnant and those with weakened immune
systems.

Anybody with concerns that they have symptoms of salmonellosis
should contact their GP or call NHS 111. Salmonella can be spread
from person to person as well as from food, so anyone affected
should adhere to good hygiene practices, such as washing hands
thoroughly after using the bathroom and avoiding handling food for
others where possible, if you have symptoms.

Multiplying maths skills for adults

Adults looking to improve their numeracy skills are set to benefit from a
£270 million investment in new courses, helping to level up opportunities for
more people to progress and get good, well-paid jobs.

Around 17 million adults in England – half of the working-age population –
have the numeracy skills of primary school children. Poor numeracy skills can
hold people back from having the confidence to get on in life and into work.

Those who improve their numeracy skills are more likely to be in employment,
have higher wages, and better wellbeing.

Local councils and mayoral combined authorities across England will receive
the cash boost ahead of the rollout of the government’s flagship Multiply
programme this autumn.

Multiply will offer adults who do not already have a GCSE grade C/4 or higher
in Maths or equivalent, and need to improve their numeracy, free flexible
courses that fit around their lives. Courses are expected to be available
this autumn in person or online, at work or at home, and either on a part
time or intensive basis. These courses will equip adults across the UK with
the numeracy skills they need to fulfil their potential.

Employers who could benefit from boosting their workforce’s skills will be
able to work with their Local Authority and training providers to deliver
Maths GCSEs or work-ready Functional Skills Qualifications as well as design
and deliver bespoke programmes for their workforce – at no cost to them.

Minister for Skills Alex Burghart said:

As the son of a maths teacher, I know that, with the right support,
everyone can do maths. That is why making sure everyone has good
maths and numeracy skills is central to the mission of this
government.
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Poor numeracy holds people back in their lives and careers.
Multiply will be a launchpad for people to progress into better
paid jobs that will help our economy grow.

This £270 million of government funding will unlock potential and
level up opportunities for people across the country. We will give
this money to local areas based on need so they can find the right
solutions for their communities.

There is already help available for adults to improve maths and numeracy
skills including fully funded maths courses up to GCSE to enable people to
get the maths skills they need.

Multiply will build on this by offering a range of free training options
helping people to build their confidence with maths in their everyday and
working lives.

Businesses that develop their employees’ numeracy skills can also boost
productivity, increase profits and improve employee retention. Research shows
that sectors with a high proportion of workers with basic or advanced
numeracy skills have experienced the most rapid growth in employment over the
last decade.

The funding announced today for England is part of a £2.6 billion investment
through the UK Shared Prosperity Fund which is designed to help spread
opportunity and level up the country. Up to £559 million in total from Fund
will be invested across the UK to support the delivery of the government’s
Multiply programme.

Government to improve drug treatment
in most deprived areas

All local authorities will receive additional funding as part of the
Drugs Strategy’s record £780 million investment to rebuild the drug
treatment & recovery system
Additionally, 50 of most deprived areas in England will receive
significantly more funding in 22/23 to enhance their drug and alcohol
treatment services
Record levels of funding will help achieve government’s 10 year strategy
to tackle drug crime, boost treatment and level up the country
Enhancing existing Project ADDER sites to increase engagement with
rehabilitation, treatment and recovery services

Communities in England most affected by drug related crime and addiction will
receive over £300 million of additional funding over the next three years to
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strengthen treatment and recovery services.

Health and Social Care Secretary Sajid Javid has today (Wednesday 13 April)
announced the first 50 local authorities across England to receive extra
funding which will go towards improving access to drug and alcohol addiction
treatment and increasing the capacity of services. This will help to reverse
the upward trend in drug use by tackling this major driver of crime which
disproportionately impacts the most vulnerable and poorest communities.

All of England will benefit from an uplift in funding for their treatment and
recovery services, with the first 50 local authorities receiving enhanced
funding in 2022/23.

This is part of the largest ever investment in drug treatment and recovery
services announced in December, with £780 million over 3-years in addition to
what is invested in drug and alcohol treatment from the Public Health Grant –
to help drug users access treatment and reduce crime within communities as
part of the new 10-year Drug Strategy. It is significant step towards meeting
the ambitions in the strategy, to prevent nearly 1,000 drug-related deaths,
deliver 54,500 new high-quality treatment places and prevent a quarter of a
million crimes, and towards achieving Dame Carol Black’s vision for world-
class drug treatment and recovery systems.

Health and Social Care Secretary, Sajid Javid, said:

This is a significant step in our commitment to rebuild the drug
treatment system, save lives and level up the country.

We’re investing a record amount in treatment services and ensuring
some of the most deprived areas in England are first in line for
this funding, to support the most vulnerable by cutting drug use.

Treatment is just one element of our far-reaching strategy to
better rehabilitate drug users – whether it’s helping people get
jobs, creating a stable home or cracking down on supply.

The initial local authorities assessed as having the greatest need to combat
illicit drugs and the misery they cause, include areas in County Durham,
Leeds, Birmingham and Devon.

Kit Malthouse, Combating Drugs Minister, said:

Aside from the personal misery and degradation, drugs are behind
almost half of all burglaries and robberies, and drive violence and
murder in too many neighbourhoods.

We must maintain focus on the Prime Minister’s overall aim to
reduce crime that blights our cities and towns, and the best way to
do this is to work together to reduce homelessness, drug use and
drug deaths. We will build on our work in the current Project ADDER



locations, adding yet more heft to existing sites to accelerate the
turnaround for addicts and their neighbours.

Dame Carol Black said:

Misuse of drugs leads to enormous human tragedy – for individuals,
their families and their communities. This new government
investment will transform services combatting substance misuse,
providing people with high quality treatment and support for
recovery.

It is encouraging that on top of the additional funding for all
local authorities, the 50 authorities most in need will be given
further money to support their treatment programmes. This is
crucial to rebuilding the treatment and recovery workforce and
enable harm caused by drug misuse in our most deprived areas to be
reduced.

In addition, the government has set out plans for more intensive oversight by
the criminal justice system through enhancing Project ADDER.

Launched in November 2020, Project ADDER is already delivering a whole system
approach to tackle drug misuse in 13 of the hardest hit local authorities in
England and Wales – joining up enforcement, treatment and recovery. The
programme has already shown signs of success, contributing to 600 organised
crime disruptions,10,500 arrests and 13,400 drug treatment interventions
carried out by outreach workers. This innovative approach involves working in
conjunction with local partners to enhance the programme to ensure treatment,
accommodation and employment support is as joined up as possible around
individuals with opioid and crack cocaine addiction.

Building on the success of the programme to date, a package of coordinated
support will be provided to every opiate and crack cocaine user in ADDER
areas in England, backed by incentives and consequences within the criminal
justice system to increase engagement in rehabilitation, treatment and
recovery services. New plans mean those who are involved in crime will have
more intensive oversight by the criminal justice system. For example,
offenders who commit neighbourhood crime (burglary, robbery, theft from the
person and vehicle theft) will be subject to joint probation and police
supervision with increased frequency of contact with the offender, and
improved information sharing between organisations to monitor compliance.

Plans include:

Piloting local drugs partnerships which aim to ensure every opiate and
crack cocaine user is offered drug treatment support, accommodation,
education and employment support.
Preventing a ‘cliff edge’ and support ending when offenders leave
statutory probation supervision to ensure they receive continued help.
Trialling co-ordination of all local services around the individual drug



user.
Bringing prolific offenders into local Integrated Offender Management
schemes to ensure increased levels of oversight and rehabilitation
support in line with the Integrated Offender Management Strategy to
reduce neighbourhood crime.
Taking a tougher approach to drug-related reoffending, including through
greater use of community sentences with drug rehabilitation
requirements, drug testing and stronger electronic monitoring options
available.

Background information

All of England will benefit from an uplift in funding for their
treatment and recovery services, with the first 50 local authorities
receiving enhanced funding in 2022/23. The second tranche of enhanced
funding for the next 50 LAs will follow in 2023-24 and the third will be
in 2024-25.
Every area will also benefit from employment support provided alongside
clinical treatment, with additional funding over the next three years to
boost the individual placement and support programme. This is already
available in 45 local authorities, and will be expanded alongside this
new investment.
The government will also develop a new set of local and national
outcomes frameworks to measure progress against the key strategic aims
through which government and public services can be held to account at
both national and local levels.
The list of eligible LAs and funding breakdown can be found on gov.uk
The Drug Strategy was published in December 2021

£20 million to improve roadside
facilities for HGV drivers

£20 million allocated to improve security, lighting and shower rooms at
roadside services for heavy goods vehicle (HGV) drivers
adds to package of government measures to tackle effects of the global
driver shortage in UK
aims to improve working conditions and retain HGV drivers, backed by
overall £52.5 million investment in driver facilities

HGV drivers will benefit from £20 million to improve roadside facilities, as
part of continued government action with industry to boost driver welfare and
tackle the effects of the global driver shortage in the UK.

The funding is part of National Highways’ existing £169 million Users and
Communities Fund, and will go specifically towards improving security,
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showers and eating facilities as well as exploring increasing parking spaces
for lorry drivers. Roadside service operators are being encouraged to apply
for the multimillion-pound fund immediately.

It means the government has now taken 33 actions to support the sector and
address a shortage of HGV drivers affecting countries around the world.

The funding takes the total government investment in driver facilities to
£52.5 million since last year. £32.5 million was previously committed in
the Chancellor’s budget to provide better facilities right across the country
for HGV drivers, to drive up standards and further safeguard driver comfort
and safety.

Roads Minister Baroness Vere said:

HGV drivers play a key role in keeping our nation running and
contributing to the economy, and it is vital they feel safe and
comfortable wherever they stop.

That’s why we’re allocating £20 million to ramp up security and
improve amenities for drivers – building on the raft of measures
we’ve already taken to support the industry.

We’ll continue to work closely with the sector to boost
professional driver numbers even further.

Nick Harris, National Highways Chief Executive, said:

We want all road users to reach their destination safely and
encourage everyone, from those who drive as a profession through to
people traveling on holiday or for leisure purposes, to plan ahead
before setting off and to take regular breaks.

We are dedicated to improving the experience of everyone using our
roads and remain committed to working closely with operators of
roadside facilities to help improve the standard of parking and
other amenities they provide on motorways and major A-roads. We are
hopeful that the £20 million being announced today will go some way
towards achieving this goal.

A Logistics UK Skills Report 2021 revealed significant steps have been taken
by both government and industry to help address recruitment issues that have
plagued the sector for years.

Among other measures already taken to support the haulage industry:

Thanks to the measures taken, over the last 6 months DVLA processed more than
240,000 vocational (bus and lorry) licence applications, and in December 2021
they issued 150% more provisional vocational driving licences (14,210 in
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total) than in the equivalent pre-pandemic month in December 2019.

There are also no delays in the processing of vocational driving licences,
with routine applications being processed within normal turnaround times of 5
working days.

Meanwhile, DVSA carried out an unprecedented 27,144 HGV driving tests between
October and December last year compared to the same period in 2019 when
17,685 HGV tests were carried out.

Ken McMeikan, CEO of Moto hospitality said:

This announcement is a welcome boost for the UK’s hardworking HGV
drivers and the sector. It is encouraging to see that the input
provided by Moto and other industry figures have been acknowledged
and acted upon by the Department for Transport.

Moto continually invests in refurbishing and cleaning the services
we provide for HGV drivers and has been investing £12.5 million in
upgrading all our showers and toilet facilities.

We look forward to making an application to this £20 million fund,
which would allow us to accelerate our plans for enhanced security
and increase the physical number of showers we can offer.

Mags Simpson, Logistics UK’s Head of Policy Engagement:

The announcement of an additional £20 million to boost HGV driver
facilities is a positive step forward for industry, and Logistics
UK is now calling on roadside service operators to urgently apply
for funding.

Logistics UK members have previously cited the lack of available
lorry parking and suitable roadside facilities as one of the main
barriers to recruitment and as a result, an increase in funding for
this vital sector of the economy is much welcomed news. Lorry
drivers are required by law to take regular rest periods, including
overnight mandated rest breaks.

It is vital that these key workers, who are charged with keeping
the nation stocked with all its required goods, have a safe place
to take these breaks, where they are also able to make use of much
needed bathroom and catering facilities.


