Press release: Cabinet office: new
senior appointments and changes

Sir Mark Lyall Grant will retire from the Civil Service and his role as
National Security Adviser on 13 April 2017.

He will be succeeded by Mark Sedwill who is currently the Permanent Secretary
at the Home Office. Philip Rutnam will in turn move from the Department for
Transport to become the new Permanent Secretary at the Home Office.

Commenting on Sir Mark’s retirement the Prime Minister said:

I would like to thank Mark Lyall Grant for his long years of public
service, in the Foreign and Commonwealth Office, at the United
Nations and also in particular for his work since 2015 as National
Security Adviser. Mark has made a huge contribution and I wish him
every success for the future.

The Prime Minister added:

Mark Sedwill’s experience means that he is ideally qualified to
take up the critically important role of National Security Adviser.
As well as his recent time in the Home Office, he has served in
both Afghanistan and Pakistan and has wide-ranging experience of
foreign and security policy issues.

The Home Secretary said:

I would like to thank Mark Sedwill for his distinguished tenure as
Permanent Secretary of the Home Office. He has worked hard to
achieve our mission to cut crime, prevent terrorism, control
immigration and protect the vulnerable. His dedicated public
service has helped keep our citizens safe and our country secure. I
know he will continue that mission in his new role.

And I am delighted to announce Philip Rutnam’s appointment as
Permanent Secretary at the Home Office. Philip brings a wealth of
leadership and delivery experience, including working on major
projects and addressing the long term needs of the UK. I look
forward to working with him when he takes up his new role.

Sir Jeremy Heywood, Cabinet Secretary, echoed the comments from the Prime
Minister and Home Secretary, paying tribute to Sir Mark’s time as National
Security Adviser, and welcoming Mark Sedwill and Philip Rutnam to their
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roles:

Mark Lyall Grant’s work over recent years, in the Cabinet Office
and before that the UN, has been immensely important in promoting
the UK’'s national interests and keeping this country secure. He has
served with great distinction two Prime Ministers and the National
Security Council, providing strong leadership to the whole national
security team. I thank him for his service and wish him all the
very best for the future.

I congratulate Mark Sedwill and Philip Rutnam on their new roles,
and look forward to working closely with them. They are both
experienced Permanent Secretaries with a strong track record of
leadership and achievement.

A Civil Service Commission-led competition has been launched today to find a
successor to Philip Rutnam.

Jonathan Moor, Director General for Resources and Strategy at the Department
for Transport, will be acting Permanent Secretary at the Department of
Transport from 3 April, until a successor is in post.

Press release: One month to go until
new vehicle tax rates come into force

DVLA is reminding motorists that there is just one month to go until new
vehicle tax rates come into force for all cars and some motor homes that are
first registered from 1 April 2017.

Rohan Gye, DVLA Vehicle Service Manager, said:

These changes won’'t affect any vehicles that are registered before
1 April 2017. So, for anyone who already owns a car or is thinking
of buying a used car the rates of vehicle tax will not be changing.
However, anyone considering buying a new car that will be first
registered from 1 April should check the vehicle tax rates table on
GOV.UK to find out how much they’ll pay.

Under the changes, vehicle tax for the first year will continue to be based
on C02 emissions. After the first year, the amount of tax to pay will depend
on the type of vehicle. The new rates are:
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e £140 a year for petrol or diesel vehicles
e £130 a year for alternative fuel vehicles (hybrids, bioethanol and LPG)
e £f0 a year for vehicles with zero C02 emissions

In addition, for vehicles with a list price of more than £40,000, the rate of
tax is based on C02 emissions for the first year. After the first year, the
rate depends on the type of vehicle (petrol, diesel, zero emission etc) and
an additional rate of £310 a year for the next 5 years. After those 5 years,
the vehicle will then be taxed at one of the standard rates (£140, £130 or
£0) depending on the vehicle.

There is also further information available on the changes.

Statement to Parliament: Justice
update

Earlier today, I notified the market via the London Stock Exchange group that
I would today lay a Statutory Instrument to change the discount rate
applicable to personal injury lump sum compensation payments, to minus 0.75%.

Under the Damages Act 1996, I, as Lord Chancellor, have the power to set a
discount rate which courts must consider when awarding compensation for
future financial losses in the form of a lump sum in personal injury cases.

The current legal framework makes clear that claimants must be treated as
risk averse investors, reflecting the fact that they may be financially
dependent on this lump sum, often for long periods or the duration of their
life.

The discount rate was last set in 2001, when the then-Lord Chancellor, Lord
Irvine of Lairg, set the rate at 2.5%. This was based on a three year average
of real yields on index-linked gilts.

Since 2001, the real yields on index-linked gilts has fallen, so I have
decided to take action.

Having completed the process of statutory consultation, I am satisfied that
the rate should be based on a three year average of real returns on index-
linked gilts. Therefore I am setting it at minus 0.75%. A full statement of
reasons, explaining how I have decided upon this rate, will be placed in the
Libraries of both Houses. The Statutory Instrument to effect this change has
been laid today, and will become effective on 20 March 2017.

There will clearly be significant implications across the public and private
sector. The government has committed to ensuring that the NHS Litigation
Authority has appropriate funding to cover changes to hospitals’ clinical
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negligence costs. The Department of Health will also work closely with
General Practitioners (GPs) and Medical Defence Organisations to ensure that
appropriate funding is available to meet additional costs to GPs, recognising
the crucial role they play in the delivery of NHS care.

The government will review the framework under which I have set the rate
today to ensure that it remains fit for purpose in the future. I will bring
forward a consultation before Easter that will consider options for reform
including: whether the rate should in future be set by an independent body;
whether more frequent reviews would improve predictability and certainty for
all parties; and whether the methodology — which in effect assumes that
claimants would invest only in index-linked gilts — is appropriate for the
future. Following the consultation, which will consider whether there is a
better or fairer framework for claimants and defendants, the government will
bring forward any necessary legislation at an early stage.

I recognise the impacts this decision will have on the insurance industry. My
Rt. Hon. Friend the Chancellor will meet with insurance industry
representatives to discuss the situation.

Press release: People urged to have
their say before A303 Stonehenge
consultation ends

People still have a chance to give their views on proposals to improve the
A303 past Stonehenge as part of a major roads package to cut congestion in
the south west.

Consultation on the proposals for the Highways England dualling scheme
continues until March 5 and anyone who would like to comment can still do so
via the scheme consultation website.

Project director Derek Parody said:

The consultation on plans to relieve congestion on the A303 around
Stonehenge is ongoing and the feedback we receive from everyone is
really important in helping us to develop our proposed option.

We are delighted with the response so far with more than 2,500
people attending our ten information events.

The consultation website is still live and we would urge anyone who
would like to comment on the proposals to do so before consultation
ends on March 5.
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A single carriageway section of the A303 currently runs alongside the
Stonehenge monument. The proposed option is to move the road further away
from the stones and put it underground in a 1.8 mile dual carriageway tunnel.

This would improve journey times for the tens of thousands of tourists,
commuters, businesses and local people that use the road every day, as well
as remove the sight and sound of traffic from this part of the world heritage
site.

The Highways England proposals also include a bypass for the village of
Winterbourne Stoke and improvements to existing junctions between the A303
and the intersecting A345 and A360 north-south roads. The upgrade will
develop the A303 corridor into a high quality, high performing route linking
the M3 in the south east and the M5 in the south west, improving journeys for
millions of people.

Following consultation the preferred route will be announced later in 2017
and is subject to the completion of statutory procedures for development
consent.

General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.

Press release: Planned roadworks in
Yorkshire and the Humber: summary for
Monday 27 February to Sunday 5 March
2017

The following summary of planned new and ongoing road improvements over the
coming week is correct as of Friday 24 February and could be subject to
change due to weather conditions or unforeseen circumstances. ALl our
improvement work is carried out with the aim of causing as little disruption
as possible.
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M1 junction 30 Barlborough

The northbound entry slip road at junction 30 will be fully closed overnight
on Monday 27 February for survey works. The closures will take place between
8pm and 6am, and drivers will be able to follow clearly signed diversion
routes.

M1 Junction 32 Thurcroft to Junction 35a
Stocksbridge

The hard shoulder is currently closed in both directions as part of the smart
motorway scheme between junctions 32 and 34. The northbound carriageway will
be closed between the slip roads at junction 33 overnight for two nights from
Saturday 4 March. The northbound exit slip road at junction 32 will be closed
on Thursday 2 March. The southbound entry slip road at junction 34 will be
closed overnight for seven nights from Monday 27 February. The southbound
exit slip road at junction 33 will be closed overnight for seven nights from
Monday 27 February. There will be narrow lanes and a 50mph speed limit until
the project is completed in March 2017. The closures will take place between
8pm and 6am, and drivers will be able to follow clearly signed diversion
routes.

M62 junction 22 to junction 23 Outlane

The westbound carriageway will be reduced to a single lane overnight for four
nights from Tuesday 28 February for road marking works. The closure will take
place between 9pm and 6am.

M62 junction 22 Rishworth Moor

The eastbound entry slip road will be fully closed overnight on Monday 27
February for electrical works. The closures will take place between 8pm and
6am, and drivers will be able to follow clearly signed diversion routes.

M62 junction 24 Ainley Top

The westbound exit slip road will be fully closed overnight on Tuesday 28
February for electrical works. The closures will take place between 8pm and
6am, and drivers will be able to follow clearly signed diversion routes.

M621 junction 2 to junction 2a Cemetery Road Bridge

The clockwise exit slip road at junction 2 will be fully closed overnight on
Tuesday 28 February for electrical works. The clockwise entry slip road at
junction 2a will be fully closed overnight on Thursday 2 March for electrical
works. The closures will take place between 9pm and 6am, and drivers will be
able to follow clearly signed diversion routes.



A1M junction 37 to junction 36 Warmsworth

The southbound carriageway will be fully closed overnight for four nights
from Thursday 2 March for barrier works. The closures will take place between
9pm and 6am, and drivers will be able to follow clearly signed diversion
routes.

A63 South Cave

The westbound entry and exit slip roads will be fully closed overnight on
Thursday 2 March for routine works. The closures will take place between 8pm
and 6am, and drivers will be able to follow clearly signed diversion routes.
General enquiries

Members of the public should contact the Highways England customer contact
centre on 0300 123 5000.

Media enquiries

Journalists should contact the Highways England press office on 0844 693 1448
and use the menu to speak to the most appropriate press officer.



