
Press release: Environment Agency
warns landowners in East Anglia about
illegal storage of waste

The warning comes from the Environment Agency after a spate of incidents
across the country.

Businesses are being targeted by waste criminals looking to dispose of waste
by dumping it in warehouses, industrial units and some open spaces. They can
be very convincing in persuading landowners to allow them to use their
properties and are able to fill the sites with waste which would cost
hundreds of thousands of pounds to clear, ultimately leaving the landowner
with an expensive clearance bill.

The Environment Agency is urging all landowners to use reputable agents and
brokers, carry out suitable checks and due diligence before allowing
potential criminals to use buildings or property.

Kevin Rutterford, Environment Manager at the Environment Agency, said:

It’s crucial that all businesses understand their duty of care
responsibilities for the waste they produce, who they allow to
transport it and ultimately where it goes.

Too often, when these responsibilities are misunderstood or
ignored, we see the impact of waste crime where waste is
deliberately dumped on land illegally. This can cause serious
pollution, put communities at risk and undermine legitimate
businesses that are doing the right thing.

Even if the landowner has no involvement, legally they may still be
responsible for that waste and that could mean a large clear up
bill.

Waste stored inappropriately can create issues for neighbours through smells
and pests. It can also have a detrimental effect on the environment and
impact on rivers and streams. There is a high risk of waste fires due to the
waste not being stored correctly.

Recent survey statistics released by the Right Waste Right Place campaign
http://www.rightwasterightplace.com/news/ show that agricultural businesses
and rural land owners throughout the UK are bearing the brunt of waste crime.
More than a third of those in the East of England (39%) have suffered
incidents of fly-tipping on their land in the past 3 years with almost half
(48%) of them disposing of the waste themselves at their own cost.

In recent years a man was sentenced to prison for dumping hundreds of
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thousands of tyres at sites he had leased across the country, including in
Essex and Norfolk, which he failed to clear.

Fires involving mixed baled waste can be hard to extinguish and pose a risk
to public health and the environment as they often contain hazardous
materials. In extreme cases this can lead to the loss of the property in
which the material is being stored.

Dumping commercial waste like this is a crime. Individuals involved in such
illegal activity can be hostile and the Environment Agency urge members of
the public not to put themselves in any danger if they encounter any such
activity and to avoid any direct contact with the culprits.

Anyone suspecting any illegal waste activities, who has been approached to
store waste or may currently be storing such waste are urged to contact the
Environment Agency via a 24 hour incident hotline 0800 807060. Alternatively
they can contact Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

News story: DIT roundtable boosts UK
business opportunities in Pakistan

China is supporting $51 billion of infrastructure development in Pakistan as
part of the ‘China Pakistan Economic Corridor’ (CPEC) to develop key
infrastructure projects like roads, railways and power stations which will
modernise Pakistan’s economy and boost access to trade.

It is part of China’s broader ‘Belt and Road Initiative’ to replicate the
ancient Silk Road trade routes with modern trading relationships and
investments across Asia, the Middle East and into Europe.

Greg Hands met yesterday (4 April) with leading UK businesses, policy experts
and senior representatives of the Chinese and Pakistani governments as the UK
is poised to be a key partner of CPEC, ahead of a larger CPEC conference in
Islamabad in May being hosted by the UK.

International Trade Minister Greg Hands said:

Britain is a country of free-trade influence and can be an
important partner for China and Pakistan in the delivery of huge
infrastructure projects that are being planned between the 2
countries.

As part of an outward looking Global Britain, we have a clear
ambition to increase trade with both China and Pakistan and UK
businesses are well placed to capitalise on the new opportunities
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the region.

Participants in the roundtable included the Chinese Ambassador, Pakistani
High Commissioner to the UK and UK High Commissioner to Pakistan. As well as
experts from CityUK, the Royal United Services Institute and the China
Britain Business Council. Businesses including HSBC, Deloitte and Standard
Chartered also discussed how they and other British firms can support the
delivery of CPEC.

A joint statement in 2015 between the UK and Chinese governments committed
both countries to support each other’s commercial co-operation in new
markets, including the Belt and Road, and the $51 billion being invested by
China in Pakistan presents big opportunities for UK businesses in the next
few years.

Press release: Charity Commission
responds to ICO issuing penalties to
11 charities

Charity Commission confirms that it has open compliance cases.

Following the Information Commissioner’s Office announcement today (5 April
2017) that it has issued monetary penalties to 11 charities for
contraventions of the Data Protection Act and the Privacy and Electronic
Communications Act, the Charity Commission confirms that it has open
compliance cases into the following charities:

The charity regulator is assessing whether the trustees of each charity have
acted in accordance with their duties under charity law. The Commission’s
guidance to trustees on fundraising makes it clear that trustees need to
understand and comply with the relevant data protection laws and
requirements.

The Commission has met with all 11 charities who acted properly in reporting
the ICO investigations and notice of financial penalties and are cooperating
with the Commission.

David Holdsworth, Chief Operating Officer at the Charity Commission, said:

It is regrettable that further charities have been found in
contravention of data protection requirements in this way.
Charities must learn the lessons from these fines and breaches.
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The generous British public expect charities to safeguard their
data and raise funds responsibly, and in return they donate in
their millions. Sadly in these cases charities have not kept their
side of the bargain. We are working with the charities concerned,
the Information Commissioner and the Fundraising Regulator to
ensure that any necessary remedial action is taken.

The charities were investigated by the ICO as part of a wider operation into
data protection practices. There are no other outstanding investigations into
charities as part of that operation. The Charity Commission continues to work
with the ICO and the Fundraising Regulator to ensure the wider lessons from
these cases are shared, and charities are meeting their responsibilities to
protect donors’ personal data.

Ends
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Notes to editors

Fundraising is subject to a self-regulatory system which sets and1.
enforces clear standards of conduct for fundraising in the Code of
Fundraising Practice. The Fundraising Regulator was set up in 2016 to
regulate all types of fundraising by charities based in England and
Wales and adjudicate concerns and complaints about fundraising against
the Code of Fundraising Practice.
The Charity Commission has a role in fundraising regulation where there2.
is evidence that trustee actions or failings, in fulfilling their duties
towards their charity, pose a serious risk to the charity, to charitable
funds, or to public trust and confidence. This role, and trustee
responsibilities for fundraising, are set out in the Commission’s
guidance [Charity fundraising: a guide to trustee duties
(CC20)].(https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/charities-and-fundra
ising-cc20)
The Charity Commission is the independent regulator of charities in3.
England and Wales. To find out more about our work, see our annual
report.
Search for charities on our online register.4.

Press release: Waste scam warning for
Lincolnshire farmers and landowners

In the last week the Environment Agency’s environmental crime team have dealt
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with two new incidents where farmers have been approached and asked if they
want tarmac road planings that can be used to repair roads and farmyards on
their land. After accepting the offer and cash they found bales of landfill
waste dumped on their land instead of the expected road planings, leaving
them with an environmental liability and a bill to transport and remove the
waste to an authorised disposal site.

Farm insurance policies often do not cover poor business ventures. The first
farmer had 25 bales deposited on his land this week, including transport and
disposal of the waste to a permitted disposal site; this could cost the
farmer approximately £3,000.

The second farmer had approximately 2,500 bales deposited on his land. The
cost of disposal at a permitted disposal site could result in a bill of
approximately £300,000.

The Environment Agency is urging all landowners to be wary and not become the
next victim of illegal waste disposal and dumping.

Advice from the Environment Agency includes:

use reputable agents and brokers
carry out suitable checks and due diligence, i.e. get the individuals
details, vehicle registration, ask where the waste is coming from
(address, permit number, waste carriers registration)
inform them you’ll be contacting the Environment Agency or call us
whilst they are there
don’t agree to accept any waste until you have carried out some checks
and had a cooling off period to fully consider the offer

Peter Stark, Senior Enforcement Officer, said:

Criminals operating in and around the waste industry can be very
convincing and persuasive, sometimes offering thousands of pounds
in cash up front. Don’t be tempted by quick money, you could end up
with an environmental risk, flies, polluting liquids running out of
bales of waste and even fire risks alongside the massive disposal
bill.

We will investigate these two illegal waste incidents fully and
take enforcement action if we can. However these farmers and
landowners may have to pay significant sums to remove the waste
legally. Waste crime is a serious issue diverting as much as £1
billion per annum from legitimate business and treasury.

Although these specific incidents occurred in Lincolnshire, we
would not be surprised if this scam was attempted in neighbouring
counties due to convenient transport links.



The Environment Agency provides impartial advice to customers, individuals
and businesses to help them grow, our local officers will be happy to talk to
you, can make public register checks whilst you are on the phone or you can
make checks on our website for free, or you can call our Customer Contact
centre on 03708 506 506.

The Highways Agency and county council’s highways department and their
contractors will always use legitimate waste carriers and sites for the reuse
or disposal of waste. They may approach farmers and landowners to see if they
want to reuse tarmac road planings or crushed rubble and concrete to repair
road and yard areas but farmers need to register the U1 waste exemption with
the Environment Agency and abide by the rules.

The vast majority of waste sites we regulate are well run and provide
essential waste management services. The Environment Agency are here to help
the legitimate businesses.

Waste stored inappropriately can create issues for neighbours like smells and
pests. It can also have a detrimental effect on the environment and impact on
rivers and streams. There is a high risk of waste fires due to the waste not
being stored in the correct manner.

Everybody has a part to play to help solve the waste crime problem and make
sure waste is managed responsibly. If you see or suspect illegal waste
activities, report it anonymously to Crimestoppers or call 0800 555 111.

Press release: Report 06/2017: Fatal
accident near David Lane tram stop

Summary

At 22:57 hrs on 15 August 2016, a member of the public was struck by a tram
between David Lane and Basford tram stops on the Nottingham Express Transit
(NET) system. The person sustained fatal injuries.

The tramway between these two tram stops is not normally accessible to the
general public. However, the member of the public had entered the tramway
after alighting from a tram at David Lane tram stop. A tram driver had
reported seeing the member of the public on this section of the tramway nine
minutes before he was struck.

The supervisors in the NET control room implemented arrangements to warn tram
drivers approaching the area between the tram stops. However, after a while,
a supervisor formed the opinion that the member of the public had left this
area of the tramway and stopped warning drivers between David Lane and
Basford tram stops. This meant that the driver of the tram involved was not
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advised to reduce the tram’s speed or exercise caution in this section.

The member of the public was by that time lying motionless along the track.
The driver passed through the section at normal speed and could not see the
person in time to stop the tram before striking him.

The misunderstanding happened because the supervisor thought he understood
from a reporting call handled by another supervisor that the member of the
public had reached Basford tram stop. The audio reception of the call was
poor and the basic principles of safety critical communication were not
followed during the call. Furthermore, there was no effective exchange of
information between the supervisors and the misunderstanding was not detected
and challenged by others in the control room.

Recommendations

In light of the actions already taken by Nottingham Trams Limited since the
accident, the RAIB has made only one recommendation which relates to NET’s
on-going culture change programme. In addition, the RAIB has raised two
learning points: one relating to using the full beam setting on trams and the
other on the importance of effective safety critical communications.

Notes to editors

The sole purpose of RAIB investigations is to prevent future accidents1.
and incidents and improve railway safety. RAIB does not establish blame,
liability or carry out prosecutions.
RAIB operates, as far as possible, in an open and transparent manner.2.
While our investigations are completely independent of the railway
industry, we do maintain close liaison with railway companies and if we
discover matters that may affect the safety of the railway, we make sure
that information about them is circulated to the right people as soon as
possible, and certainly long before publication of our final report.
For media enquiries, please call 01932 440015.3.
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