
Press release: Government publishes
new anti-littering strategy

Litter louts could be hit with £150 fines as part of ambitious new plans to
tackle rubbish in England.

Environment Secretary Andrea Leadsom unveiled the Government’s first Litter
Strategy for England to reduce the near £800m burden to the taxpayer of
clean-up costs.

Under the new measures, the most serious litterers could be hit with the £150
fines, while vehicle owners could receive penalty notices when it can be
proved litter was thrown from their car – even if it was discarded by
somebody else.

The new motoring rules, which are already in force in London, make owners
liable even if they didn’t throw the litter themselves.

Environment Secretary Andrea Leadsom said:

Litter is something that affects us all – blighting our
countryside, harming our wildlife, polluting our seas, spoiling our
towns, and giving visitors a poor impression of our country.

Our litter strategy will tackle this antisocial behaviour by
building an anti-litter culture; making it easier for people to
dispose of rubbish; and hitting litter louts in the pocket.

We want to be the first generation to leave our environment in a
better state than we found it, and tackling litter is an important
part of our drive to make the country a better place to live and
visit.

Further new measures drawn up by environment, transport and communities
departments include:

Issuing new guidance for councils to be able to update the nation’s
‘binfrastructure’ through creative new designs and better distribution
of public litter bins, making it easier for people to discard rubbish.
Stopping councils from charging householders for disposal of DIY
household waste at civic amenity sites (rubbish dumps) – legally,
household waste is supposed to be free to dispose of at such sites.
Recommending that offenders on community sentences, including people
caught fly-tipping, help councils clear up litter and fly-tipped waste.
Working with Highways England to target the 25 worst litter hotspots
across our road network to deliver long-lasting improvements to
cleanliness.
Creating a ‘green generation’ by educating children to lead the fight
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against litter through an increased number of Eco-Schools and boosting
participation in national clean-up days.
Creating a new expert group to look at further ways of cutting the worst
kinds of litter, including plastic bottles and drinks containers,
cigarette ends and fast food packaging.

Communities Minister Marcus Jones said:

It’s time we consigned litter louts and fly-tippers to the scrap
heap of history. Through our first ever National Litter Strategy we
plan to do exactly that.

Our plans include targeting the worst litter hotspots, cracking
down on litter louts with increased fines and getting people to bin
their rubbish properly.

For too long a selfish minority have got away with spoiling our
streets. It’s time we sent them a clear message – clean up or face
having to cough up.

Transport Minister John Hayes said:

Litter on our roads is a major and costly problem to deal with. It
makes our roads look messy, can threaten wildlife and even increase
the risk of flooding by blocking drains.

To combat this needless blight on our landscape, I am working with
Highways England to target the worst 25 litter hotspots on our road
network, on which hundreds of thousands of sacks are collected
every year with the clean-up bill running into millions of pounds.

By increasing fines and working with local authorities, the
Government is taking decisive action to clean up our environment.

The strategy also outlines measures to protect seas, oceans and marine life
from pollution. It builds on the success of the 5p plastic bag charge, which
has led to a 40% decrease in bags found on the beach.

Funding will also be made available to support innovative community-led
projects to tackle litter that could turn local success stories into national
initiatives.

The Government will follow the strategy with a new national anti-littering
campaign in 2018, working with industry and the voluntary sector to drive
behaviour change.

The consultation on the new enforcement measures officially opens today.
Guidance will then be issued to councils to accompany any new enforcement
powers, to make sure they are targeted at cutting litter, while preventing
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over-zealous enforcement or fines being used to raise revenue.

News story: Losing GSI – MHRA emails
are changing

From 10 April, we are removing .gsi from our email addresses.

Launched in 1996, the Government Secure Intranet (GSi) has been used until
now to guarantee the security of emails sent by Government agencies and Arms
Length Bodies. Technology has changed a lot since 1996 and the GSi is now
being phased out across Government.

What’s changing?

Our new email addresses will be more secure, and the new system will protect
against anyone trying to forge our domain name (the @mhra bit) and sending
emails that claim to be from MHRA.

What do I need to do?

Update your MHRA email contacts and remove .gsi from our email addresses.
Update any tools that use MHRA email addresses

Emails sent to email addresses including the .gsi will continue to be
forwarded until further notice.

If you have any questions about this change or require more information
please contact us on info@mhra.gov.uk

This change only affects email addresses ending in mhra.gsi.gov.uk –all email
addresses ending in nibsc.org will remain the same.

Press release: Foreign Secretary
condemns Egypt terror attacks

The Foreign Secretary Boris Johnson said:
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I am saddened and appalled by these attacks in Egypt, and strongly
condemn them. My thoughts are with the Egyptian people and
particularly those directly affected by these terrible acts. I
offer my condolences to those grieving for lost friends and
relatives, and those suffering from injuries.

The UK continues to stand with Egypt against terrorism. These
attacks only strengthen our determination to work together with the
Egyptian government and people against this shared threat.

Further information

Follow the Foreign Secretary on twitter @BorisJohnson

Follow the Foreign Office on twitter @foreignoffice

Follow the Foreign Office on facebook

Press release: UK to increase Syria
medical aid in wake of chemical attack

The International Development Secretary announced additional funding today
(09/04/2017), which will ensure health workers on the ground in Syria can
deliver healthcare and essential medicines across the country; enabling them
to prepare for future medical emergencies.

Global Britain has been at the forefront of the response to the Syria crisis,
and we continue to lead international efforts by providing additional
emergency medical support to alleviate the suffering of the Syrian people.

This allocation builds on existing UK support to the World Health
Organisation, which has enabled it to pre-position supplies and train medics
in anticipation of an attack of this kind. As a result, WHO was able to
rapidly deliver medicines including Atropine (an antidote for some types of
chemical exposure) and steroids for treatment, ship in additional medicines,
and provide immediate support to medics.

The new support from the UK will go to three NGOs on the ground and will
provide a wider range of lifesaving medical aid right across Syria,
including:

access to clean water for 500,000 people for drinking and sanitation, to
help prevent the spread of disease and sickness;
medicines, medical supplies and equipment including basic surgical
supplies such as sutures and pain medications for 340 primary health
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clinics and 69 hospitals;
1 million primary health care consultations, along with more than 30,000
mental health and psychosocial consultations for traumatised people; and
training for more than 400 Syrian health workers responding to the
ongoing conflict.

Priti Patel said:

This was a brutal and indiscriminate attack. Unleashing the horror
of chemical weapons on women, children and the defenceless is not
only utterly deplorable, but it is the mark of a craven coward.

Those responsible must be held to account. And the victims must get
the help they so desperately need – that is why we are providing
further medical support not only for those subjected to the horrors
of chemical attack, but for those countless victims of the equally
deadly bombs, bullets and diseases that are devastating lives
across Syria.

It is vital that the international community continues to support the Syrian
people and the UK led calls at the Brussels Conference on Syria this week for
donors to step up assistance to the most vulnerable people. As a result, $6
billion in international funding was committed for the coming year.

Notes to editors

The new allocation of funding to WHO and two other undisclosed NGOs1.
totals £7 million. It will support ongoing delivery of medicines and
basic supplies to primary health clinics to treat minor illnesses,
infections, chronic conditions and mental illnesses; primary healthcare
and mental health support; and clean water and sanitation programming in
Idlib.
It builds on £10.7 million provided to WHO last financial year2.
(2016/17). WHO has been advised that any remaining UK funding from last
year can be used flexibly as necessary in its ongoing response to the
chemical attack.

News story: Trade unions to face new
fines of up to £20,000 for breaking
governance laws

Trade unions are set to face new fines of up to £20,000 for breaking
governance laws under plans being consulted on by the government.
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Under the proposals, the union regulator, the Certification Officer, will be
able to issue fines of up to £20,000 for breaking the law including serious
breaches of election rules or mismanagement of their political funds.

Currently the Certification Officer cannot impose a financial penalty,
instead issuing a declaration or an enforcement order if a union breaches its
statutory obligations under the Trade Union and Labour Relations Act.

The new proposed powers the Certification Officer will be able to fine unions
for breaches like:

failing to ensure senior positions are not held by someone with a
criminal record
breaching requirements for elections to senior positions
mismanagement of political funds

A spokesperson for the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial
Strategy said:

Trade unions exist to represent workers’ interests and make
decisions which can affect millions of people’s lives, so it is
right for the government to ensure they are run responsibly.

The proposed powers will make sure unions are properly regulated in
the future to ensure they truly represent the interests of their
members.

The government is consulting on these powers as agreed during the passage of
the Trade Union Act last year.

The majority of the Act’s new powers came into force on 1 March, bringing in
tougher ballot requirements for industrial action – particularly for
important public services like health, education and transport.

This will save more than 1.5 million working hours a year from being lost to
undemocratic strike action.

The consultation on the Certification Officer’s powers will run for 6 weeks
from 9 April until 21 May.

The Certification Officer is responsible for regulating statutory1.
functions relating to trade unions and employers’ associations.
The Certification Officer’s complaint rulings are published online.2.
The Trade Union Act which came into force on 1 March, is expected to3.
reduce strikes:

on important public services like transport, education and health
by 35%
in all other sectors from construction to water supply by 29%
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