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Press release: New squad formed to
tackle drone threat to prisons

A specialist squad of prison and police officers has been formed to tackle
the threat drones pose to prison security, Prisons Minister Sam Gyimah
revealed today.

The team of investigators will work closely with national law enforcement
agencies and HM Prison and Probation Service (HMPPS) to inspect drones that
have been recovered from prisons in a bid to identify and track down those
involved in attempts to smuggle in contraband.

Crucially, this new set-up will investigate the specific drones use by
individuals around prisons.

The latest crackdown will help disrupt the flow of drugs and mobile phones,
which hinder attempts to create prisons that are places of safety and reform,
and where offenders have the chance to turn their lives around.

And it follows recent successful convictions of a number of offenders,
including two offenders whose collective sentence spans over a decade — the
most significant to date.

Prisons Minister Sam Gyimah said:

We are absolutely determined to tackle the illegal flow of drugs
and mobile phones into our prisons and turn them into places of
safety and reform.

The threat posed by drones is clear, but our dedicated staff are
committed to winning the fight against those who are attempting to
thwart progress by wreaking havoc in establishments all over the
country.

My message to those who involve themselves in this type of criminal
activity is clear; we will find you and put you behind bars.
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The newly-formed team of officers will contain staff from the police and
HMPPS. They will bring together intelligence from across prisons and the
police to identify lines of inquiry, which will then be passed to local

forces and organised crime officers.

This announcement comes after the longest sentence of this type was handed
down on Friday 31 March. A joint operation between police and prison officers
led to the arrest of Remo White-Channer and Romaine Gayle.

The two were jailed for six years and six months and four years and four
months respectively for attempting to flood prisons across Hertfordshire,
Suffolk and Kent with contraband worth around £48,000.

As part of a crime group they used drones to try and fly packages containing
cannabis, spice and heroin, as well as phones into three different prisons.
The strong sentences send a clear message that those found flying drones into
prisons will face significant time behind bars.

In December, Dean Rawley-Bell, 21, was jailed for four years and eight months
after he used a drone in attempts to smuggle drugs and mobile phones into HMP
Manchester.

In October, drug dealer Renelle Carlisle, 23, was jailed for three years and
four months after he was caught outside HMP Risley in Warrington with a drone
in his bag, trying to smuggle drugs inside.

And in July, 37-year-old Daniel Kelly was locked up for 14 months for trying
to supply offenders at HMP Elmley and Swaleside in Sheppey, HMP Wandsworth in
London and HMP The Mount in Hemel Hempstead with contraband.

The new squad is the latest step in efforts to disrupt drugs and mobile
phones in prisons. The Justice Secretary has secured funding for 2,500 extra
frontline prison officers, as well as introducing mandatory drug testing and
the training of over 300 drug detection dogs to specifically detect
psychoactive substances.

The Government has made it a criminal offence to possess any psychoactive
substance in a prison, an offence which is punishable by up to two years.

Proposed changes in the Prisons and Courts Bill will make it easier for
prisons to test offenders for emerging dangerous psychoactive substances,
whilst all prisons have been equipped with portable and fixed detectors to
tackle phones.

A £3 million intelligence hub to tackle gang crime behind bars has also been
established by the Justice Secretary.
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Press release: Foreign Secretary’s

2017 Easter message

Easter is a time of hope and new life for all Christians. This year my
thoughts are with all those facing persecution and denied the right to
worship freely, particularly Christians in the Middle East — and especially
those who suffered in the terrible attacks on Palm Sunday in Egypt.

The UK will continue to stand with our international friends and partners as
strong advocates for freedom of religion or belief for all. We must work to
spread the mutual respect, tolerance and understanding of different faiths
which bind us together as a global community and build a better, more
peaceful world.

I send all Christians my warm wishes for a happy and peaceful holiday.

News story: Easter 2017: Theresa May’s
message

Easter is a moment to reflect and an important time for Christians and others
to gather together with families and friends.

This year, after a period of intense debate over the right future for our
country, there is a sense that people are coming together and uniting behind
the opportunities that lie ahead.

For at heart, this country is one great union of people and nations with a
proud history and a bright future. And as we face the opportunities ahead of
us — the opportunities that stem from our decision to leave the European
Union and embrace the world — our shared interests, our shared ambitions, and
above all our shared values can, and must, bring us together.

This Easter I think of those values that we share — values that I learnt in
my own childhood, growing up in a vicarage. Values of compassion, community,
citizenship. The sense of obligation we have to one another.

These are values we all hold in common, and values that are visibly lived out
everyday by Christians, as well as by people of other faiths or none.

I think of those who go out of their way to visit the sick or bereaved,
providing comfort and guidance to many in our country at some of the most
difficult moments in their lives. I think of the sacrifices and service of
aid workers who put themselves in harm’s way to bring much-needed relief in
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war-torn parts of the world.

We should celebrate all these contributions and others like them, and the
difference they make in our society and around the world.

In doing so, we should be confident about the role that Christianity has to
play in the lives of people in our country.

And we should treasure the strong tradition that we have in this country of
religious tolerance and freedom of speech.

We must continue to ensure that people feel able to speak about their faith,
and that absolutely includes their faith in Christ. We must be mindful of

Christians and religious minorities around the world who do not enjoy these
same freedoms, but who practise their religion in secret and often in fear.

And we must do more to stand up for the freedom of people of all religions to
practice their beliefs openly and in peace and safety.

So this Easter, whatever our faith, let us come together as a nation
confident in our values, and united in our commitment to fulfil the
obligations that we have to one another.

Let us work together to build that brighter future we want for our country.
And let us together build a stronger, fairer Britain that truly does work for
everyone. And let me wish you all a very happy Easter.

Press release: UK to protect 200
million people from tropical diseases

The UK will protect over 200 million people from the pain and disfigurement
caused by treatable tropical diseases, International Development Secretary
Priti Patel announced today.

Neglected Tropical Diseases, such as trachoma, Guinea worm and river
blindness, are avoidable infections but can deform, disable, blind and even
kill if left untreated. They affect over a billion people in the poorest and
most marginalised communities in the world, stopping children going to school
and parents going to work — costing developing economies billions of dollars
every year in lost productivity and reducing overall global prosperity.

Britain is already leading the way in fighting these diseases, and will more
than double its support over the next 5 years. This will mean a billion
treatments for people at risk in the developing world as part of an
international push to eliminate and eradicate these ailments for good.

The UK’s total support package will:
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e wipe out Guinea worm, which is transmitted through dirty water

e eliminate visceral leishmaniasis in Asia, a parasitic disease caused by
infected sand-flies which destroy the internal organs

e prevent up to 400,000 cases of blindness caused by trachoma, the leading
cause of infectious blindness in the world

e prevent tens of thousands of cases of disability caused by lymphatic
filariasis, a mosquito-transmitted disease which can cause severe
swelling of the lower limbs

The UK will also build on the great work done by our world-class
universities, pharma companies and NGOs tackling Neglected Tropical Diseases
by investing in pioneering research to drive the development of drugs that
will control or eliminate them.

International Development Secretary Priti Patel said:

These diseases belong to the last century. They cause
unimaginable suffering and pain to some of the world’s
poorest people, forcing them into a deeper cycle of
poverty with no way out. Yet they are treatable.

The UK’s support will protect over 200 million people from
a future blighted by tropical disease and represents a
huge leap towards ending this scourge.

Through our commitment, through our leading NGOs and
pharma companies, through our world-class universities and
researchers, Global Britain will continue to play a
leading role in this fight. These diseases have been named
‘neglected’ for a reason, but I'm not prepared for them to
be neglected any longer.

The doubling in UK funding announced today cements Britain’s commitment ahead
of the WHO conference in Geneva next week where the Bill & Melinda Gates
Foundation, governments, NGOs, multilateral organisations and the private
sector will come together in an effort to relegate Neglected Tropical
Diseases to the history books.

Notes to editors

The UK will invest a total of £360 million on implementation programmes to
tackle NTDs between 2017-2018 and 2021-22.

The £360 million breaks down as follows:

e £205 million of new support from 2017/18 to 2021/22



e £55 million for the next two years which [Jforms part of an existing UK
commitment made at the London Declaration in 2012

e £100 million allocated from the Ross Fund portfolio

The Ross Fund Portfolio is a £1 billion programme, which brings together UK
Government investments to tackle the world’s deadliest infectious diseases by
developing, testing and delivering a range of new products (including
vaccines, drugs and diagnostics).

The UK spend on NTD implementation between 2012 and 2016 averaged almost £30
million per year. This new investment will more than double the average
annual spend on NTD implementation.

Research

In addition to the spend on implementation outlined above, the UK will invest
the following in research and development for new technologies to fight NTDS
with allocations also from the Ross Fund portfolio: £48m to the Drugs for
Neglected Diseases Initiative, £30m to the Foundation for Innovative New
Diagnostics and £10m to the Coalition for Operational Research on Neglected
Tropical Diseases. These research programmes will support the development of
drugs and diagnostics for Neglected Tropical Diseases and provide evidence to
improve the delivery of NTD programmes.



