
News story: Minister for Africa meets
members of the Somali Diaspora

Africa Minister Tobias Ellwood met 25 members of the Somali Diaspora, invited
by the Anti-Tribalism Movement (ATM), on 19 April to talk about the UK’s
policy on Somalia which will be delivered through the London Somalia
Conference.

ATM’s guests were from different sectors including community leaders
representing minorities, campaigners including for women’s rights such as
anti-FGM, the media, lawyers, students, and NGOs including the umbrella group
for over 80 British Somali groups called the Council of Somali Organisations.

After briefing the community, the Minister consulted the group on their
views, identifying shared priorities and opportunities to work together.
Discussions were useful and wide ranging, including on the role of the Somali
diaspora, the ongoing drought and environmental protection, Security Sector
Reform, the African Union Mission to Somalia and accountability, migration
and refugees.

The London Somalia Conference, due to take place on 11 May 2017, aims to
accelerate progress on security and agree the new international partnership
needed to keep Somalia on track towards increased peace and prosperity by
2020. It will also take stock of the response to the humanitarian crisis
affecting Somalia.

With support from the international community, Somalia has made real progress
since 2012. Al Shabaab has been driven from most cities. A federal structure
is being built and an electoral process concluded on 8 February with a
peaceful transition of power. But these gains are fragile and significant
challenges remain, most urgently the threat of a third famine in 25 years.

The time is therefore right for the international community to come together
with the Federal Government of Somalia to agree how to make the most of the
present opportunities and to tackle the significant challenges the country
continues to face. The new four year term of the Federal Government of
Somalia and the need for a replacement to the expired ‘New Deal’ mean this a
watershed moment for all interested parties to come together to agree a long-
term plan for achieving Somalia’s stability and prosperity.

Further information
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Statement to Parliament: A global
development system for the 21st
Century

In a world of serious threats to UK and global stability, Britain’s
leadership on the world stage is more important than ever. When we look
around the world today, people are drowning on perilous migration routes.
Children are dying from preventable diseases while drug-resistant infections
are brewing that threaten us here at home. Violence and conflict are pulling
people back into poverty.

As we exit the EU, Britain will be more, not less, outward-looking and
engaged on the world stage. Intensifying our efforts as a global leader in
international development is a crucial part of this. A safer and more
prosperous world, supported by our international development work, is firmly
in the UK’s interest.

Our humanitarian leadership helps Britain stand tall in the world. Since the
beginning of the year we have faced the largest humanitarian crisis since the
creation of the United Nations. Now, more than 20 million people across four
countries face starvation and famine.

The UK is a world leader on humanitarian responses and today I am announcing
that the UK will increase funding to tackle humanitarian crises in both Yemen
and Nigeria for this coming year. We will lead the world in supporting famine
stricken areas by stepping up our emergency assistance.

The UN has described the situation in Yemen as “the largest food security
emergency in the world” and last month declared that the country is now on
the brink of famine. We will provide £139m for Yemen for financial year
2017-18; an increase of £27m on the £112 million delivered by the UK last
year.

UK support will provide lifesaving aid to hundreds of thousands of desperate
people, in recognition of the scale of the current crisis which has left some
19 million Yemenis – two thirds of the population – in urgent need of
humanitarian aid.

Nigeria is one of the world’s largest humanitarian crises. More than 20,000
people have been killed there since the start of Boko Haram’s violent
insurgency in 2009 and millions more are in need of food, water and shelter.
The UK was one of the first on the ground to respond to the humanitarian
crisis in North East Nigeria. Last year alone we reached over a million
people with food and provided 34,000 children suffering from malnutrition
with lifesaving treatment.

We continue to lead this challenge by increasing our support this year to
£100 million, making the UK the largest donor in 2017. Last year (2016), we
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provided around £70 million for emergency food, shelter and health care for
hundreds of thousands of people displaced by Boko Haram’s violent insurgency.
The funding will assist the UN, the International Committee of the Red Cross
and International NGOs to reach the most vulnerable people displaced by Boko
Haram:

Over 1 million people will receive food assistance
60,000 children will be treated for severe acute malnutrition
Clean water will be provided for over 530,000 people
At least 100,000 children will gain access to education.

The humanitarian needs in 2017 are unprecedented. More than 20 million people
across four countries face starvation and famine. In Syria, Iraq and
elsewhere, we see ambulances being used as car-bombs; girls stolen as sex
slaves; children made to conduct executions, barrel bombs being dropped
amongst civilians. The UK will continue to speak out against these outrages,
and stand up for respect for the rules of war and for basic humanitarian
principles.

This is why Britain pledged £110 million of UK aid to provide up to 1 million
people in Somalia with emergency food assistance, over 600,000 starving
children and pregnant and breastfeeding women with nutritional help, 1
million people with safe drinking water, and more than 1.1 million people
with emergency health services. In South Sudan, where 7.5 million people are
in need of assistance after famine was declared, the UK was one of the first
major donors to confirm our response to a UN appeal, announcing £100 million
of support less than 24 hours after the appeal was launched. This will
provide: food for over 500,000 people; life-saving nutritional support to
more than 27,500 children and safe drinking water for over 300,000 people.

The UK is at the forefront of the humanitarian response to the Syria crisis,
providing lifesaving support to millions, supporting refugees to remain in
countries in the region and enabling their hosts to accommodate them. The
crisis in Syria is the UKs largest ever response to a single humanitarian
crisis.

The £2.46 billion provided to Syria and the region since 2012 has provided
nearly 25 million food rations, over 9.5 million relief packages and over 7
million health consultations.

We co-hosted the “Supporting Syria and the Region” conference in London in
February 2016, which secured the largest amount of pledges ever in one day
for a humanitarian crisis. On 4-5 April this year, we co-hosted the Brussels
Conference on the “Future of Syria and the Region”, which secured pledges of
$9.7 billion.

I am pleased to announce the UK will pledge an additional £75 million, as
part of our Brussels commitment, to help kick start economic growth and
create jobs in Lebanon and Jordan over the next three years. These funds will
leverage up to £250 million of concessional finance from Multilateral
Development Banks, including through the Global Concessional Financing
Facility.



As the global migration crisis has made clear, the challenges facing the
international development system in the 21st Century go beyond anything
witnessed before. More than ever, the world needs strong global institutions
and leadership for today and for the future. The UK is a founding member of
many of the world’s leading international organisations and we remain deeply
committed to the spirit and values of the international system.

The UK will continue to champion an open, modern and innovative approach to
development and will use our leading position to build a coalition for reform
of the global aid system so that it is ready for the challenges of the 21st
century. We are promoting investment in the poorest countries, helping them
to get on the road to industrialisation. We are, driving progress on economic
development and working with businesses to stimulate investment in the
world’s most difficult, frontier markets, where jobs and economic
opportunities are desperately needed. In the long run, it is sustainable
growth, trade and investment that will provide a sustainable route to poverty
reduction. Defeating poverty is a joined-up effort across the whole of
Government including using the opportunity of leaving the EU to free up trade
with the world’s poorest.

I also would like to update the House on how we are reforming UK Aid to
maximise its impact by driving new standards and outcomes. DFID’s Economic
Development Strategy sets out how Britain will establish new trade,
investment and economic links and end global poverty. The Multilateral
Development Review spells out how we are raising the bar, requiring more of
our partners, by following the money, people and outcomes. The Bilateral
Development Review confirms how DFID is reforming the entire global
development system to tackle the global challenges of our time.

As a key part of this, my ministerial team and I have conducted a detailed
line-by-line review of every programme in DFID’s portfolio, either already
approved or in design phase. Each of these programmes has been scrutinised on
the basis of their value for money and their strategic fit with the
Government’s priorities for Global Britain. The savings from programmes which
will not continue will be recycled to fund better value programmes aligned to
our priorities, whilst still delivering our planned results and commitments.

In the 2015 Spending Review the Government announced plans to make over £400
million of efficiency savings by 2019/20. DFID will save closer to £500
million in this period, through reform of procurement and commercial
practices, estates, IT and departmental pay. These changes are included in
the Department’s ambitious new value for money ‘Agenda for Action’.

In addition, a comprehensive review of DFID’s management and relationship
with suppliers is underway. This review will drive greater transparency and
efficiencies from DFID’s suppliers through new Codes of Practice and
contractual obligations; more competition, innovation and choice in our
supplier market; and increased transparency of fees and costs throughout our
supply chain.

These bold measures will drive value for money without compromising our
commitment to being a global leader in international development. In 2015/16,



it is estimated that DFID supported:

The immunisation of approximately 20 million children, saving 250,000
lives: we are on track to meet DFID’s commitment of immunising 76
million and saving 1.4 million lives
Reaching 13.3 million children under 5, women of childbearing age and
adolescent girls through our nutrition-relevant programmes; on track to
meet DFID’s commitment of 50 million
5.9 million women from 2012 to 2015, and 1 million women in 2015–16, to
use modern methods of family planning. This gives a total of 6.9 million
for the period 2012–16; on track to meet DFID’s commitment of 24 million
between 2012 and 2020
3.1 million children to gain a decent education; on track to meet DFID’s
commitment of 11 million
11.3 million people to access clean water and/or better sanitation; on
track to meet DFID’s commitment of 60 million.

UK taxpayers can be equally proud of our record on humanitarian response: in
2015/16 we reached 5.1 million people, including 1.6 million women and girls.

Our support has been life-saving and life changing, as shown by DFID’s
leadership of the international response to Ebola in Sierra Leone. The
British response to Ebola in 2015 was an example of Britain’s development
impact and influence. Experts from DFID coordinated a joined-up effort across
Government, bringing together the best of British expertise to defeat that
disease.

UK Aid is being focused on where the need is greatest. From fragile and
conflict-riven states that need help the most urgently, to protecting lives,
reducing poverty, and working with governments who receive our aid to get
them to step up and take responsibility for investing in their own people.
When we invest in stability, jobs and livelihoods, and sound governance, we
address the root causes of problems that affect us here in the UK. It is not
in our national interest to simply sit on our hands and wait until these
problems reach breaking point or find their way to our doorstep.

This is where our aid budget along with our world-class defence and diplomacy
acts not only in the interests of the world’s poorest, but also in Britain’s
long term national interest.

Press release: Trustees appointed to
the Board of the Royal Botanic
Gardens, Kew

Michael Lear and Jantiene Klein Roseboom van der Veer have been appointed to
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the Board of Trustees of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew by Lord Gardiner of
Kimble.

Additionally, Trustees Ian Karet and Val Gooding have been reappointed for
second terms.

The two new appointments will run from 1 April 2017 to 31 March 2020 and 1
November 2017 to 31 October 2020, respectively. The reappointments will run
from 1 April 2017 to 31 March 2020 and 1 October 2017 to 30 September 2020,
respectively.

The appointments have been made in accordance with the Governance Code on
Public Appointments. All appointments are made on merit and political
activity plays no part in the selection process.

In accordance with the original Nolan recommendations, there is a requirement
for appointees’ political activity to be made public. The appointees have not
declared any political activity in the past five years.

Trustees do not receive any direct remuneration for their services, although
reasonable travel and subsistence expenses can be reimbursed.

Michael Lear

Michael Lear is currently a co-Director and Landscape Architect for Lear
Associates and, among other roles, is a member of the National Trust’s
Historic Environment Panel and a member of the Northern Ireland Heritage
Gardens Committee.

Jantiene Klein Roseboom van der Veer

Jantiene Klein Roseboom van der Veer is a landscape architect. She has been
Managing Director since 2007 of Imagination Design Ltd, which has a strong
focus on heritage, conservation and habitat restoration, with experience of
working with heritage assets and protected landscapes. Since 2006, Jantiene
has been Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Henri Moerel Foundation,
which supports the development of musicians and heritage projects.
Previously, Jantiene worked at a senior level in investor relations in large
companies in the Netherlands and the UK.

Ian Karet

Ian Karet read Chemistry at Oxford before qualifying as a solicitor. He is a
partner at Linklaters where he specialises in intellectual property and
technology. He has served on the board of the International Association for
the Protection of Intellectual Property and writes and speaks on intellectual
property issues.

Val Gooding

In addition to her role on Kew’s Board of Trustees, Val Gooding is currently
a non-executive director of the BBC, Standard Chartered and J Sainsbury’s.



Val joined Bupa in 1996, becoming Chief Executive in 1998, doubling the
company’s turnover and customer numbers in her ten-year tenure, before
retiring from Bupa in 2008.

Further information

RBG Kew is an Executive Non-Departmental Public Body created under the
National Heritage Act 1983, sponsored by Defra and which operates under
a Board of Trustees.

The Board of Trustees for RBG Kew comprises a Chairman and 11 members.
Ten members and the Chairman are appointed by the Secretary of State.
Her Majesty the Queen appoints her own Trustee on the recommendation of
the Secretary of State.

Press release: Trade Minister praises
South Coast’s marine and maritime
sector

International Trade Minister, Mark Garnier, has praised the UK’s South Coast
recognising its world leading maritime and marine industries on a visit to
Portsmouth.

The UK has the largest marine and maritime sector in Europe contributing £22
billion to the UK economy and sustaining around 500,000 jobs.

Beginning his visit at Clipper Ventures, the Minister announced that the
GREAT Britain campaign will partner with Clipper Round the World Yacht Race
for a third consecutive year.

This will see a Clipper Yacht ‘GREAT’ branded providing an unparalleled
opportunity to promote the UK on a global stage, as the yacht sails around
the world and competes in the global challenge.

The minister then visited ASV Global – a leading supplier of unmanned and
autonomous marine systems – where he officially opened the company’s new
mission control centre. The new facility will be the hub for ASV Global’s on-
going development of their pioneering autonomous vessel control system.

International Trade Minister, Mark Garnier, said:

With world-renowned research institutions and leading innovative
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businesses the UK’s south coast really is a leading marine and
maritime hub.

Today I have seen the UK’s maritime excellence in operation and how
UK companies, such as Clipper and ASV Global, are playing their
part in the helping the UK forge new trading relationships and
become a truly Global Britain.

I want more companies to follow their example and seize the global
opportunities and demand for UK goods and services.

Although in its third year, this is the first time a yacht will be branded
‘Welcome to GREAT Britain’. Circumnavigating the globe along historic trade
routes, the yacht will promote the UK as a place in which to visit, study and
with which to do business.

While visiting Clipper Ventures the Minister met with Sir Robin Knox-
Johnston, founder and Chairman of the Clipper Round the World Yacht Race. He
met with a number of skippers that will take the yachts around the world and
was given a tour of the ‘GREAT’ branded yacht.

Following this the minister visited ASV Global headquartered in Portchester.
The company designs, builds and operates unmanned surface vessels and
maritime robotics. With offices in the UK, US and Brazil the company exports
to 10 countries and is a world leader in its field.

The minister was given a tour of the new facility which will be enable the
control, operation and monitoring of their global fleet as well as operator
training and simulation exercises. He also visited ASV Global’s workshops and
took the opportunity to discuss the company’s exporting success and plans for
the future growth.

News story: Richard Turfitt appointed
as Senior Traffic Commissioner

Richard Turfitt has been appointed as the new Senior Traffic Commissioner by
Transport Minister John Hayes.

Currently the Traffic Commissioner for the East of England, he will begin his
new role on 1 June 2017, taking over from the current Senior Traffic
Commissioner, Beverley Bell.

Traffic commissioners are responsible for the regulation of bus, coach and
goods vehicle operators, and registration of local bus services. Where
appropriate, they can call operators to a public inquiry to examine concerns
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about vehicle and driver safety. They also deal with professional drivers at
conduct hearings.

Richard has been Traffic Commissioner for the East of England since 2008, and
worked as a government prosecutor for over a decade. He is a serving Justice
of the Peace.

Transport Minister John Hayes said:

I’m delighted that Richard will be the new Senior Traffic
Commissioner, following his tenure as Traffic Commissioner for the
East of England. His knowledge and vast experience means he is
well-placed to regulate services appropriately, and I wish him all
the best in this important role.

Richard Turfitt, said:

I am excited to be asked to take up the role of Senior Traffic
Commissioner for Great Britain.

There is no doubt that I have a hard act to follow and I want to
thank Beverley for her work as Senior Traffic Commissioner over the
last 5 years. We have a strong, dedicated team of traffic
commissioners and I look forward to continuing that work with them,
to support responsible, compliant operators and drivers and focus
our scrutiny on those who pose serious risks to safety standards.

Current Senior Traffic Commissioner, Beverley Bell, said:

Richard has been an unstinting source of support for me in my time
as Senior Traffic Commissioner and I feel comfortable leaving the
role in his capable hands


