
Press release: Update on measures to
protect poultry against avian flu

The UK Chief Veterinary Officer has confirmed that measures currently in
place to reduce the risk of Avian Influenza will be lifted as planned across
most of England from 15 May 2017. However, they will remain in place in
targeted areas of Lancashire, Cumbria and Merseyside following evidence of
heightened risk in these areas.

The latest risk assessment published by Defra finds overall risk across
England has not increased, but there is a heightened risk in parts of
Lancashire, Cumbria and Merseyside, where recent confirmed cases in the Wyre
district provide evidence that infection is still either circulating in wild
resident birds or present in the environment.

To minimise the risk of disease spreading in this area, a new, targeted Avian
Influenza Prevention Zone (AIPZ) will be introduced covering the districts of
Barrow-in-Furness, South Lakeland, Lancaster, Blackpool, Wyre, Fylde,
Preston, Sefton, West Lancashire, South Ribble and Chorley. This will replace
the England-wide AIPZ that we previously announced would be lifted from 15
May.

The new localised AIPZ will require keepers to continue to observe existing
mandatory disease prevention measures such as minimising movement in and out
of bird enclosures, cleaning footwear, keeping areas where birds live clean
and tidy and feeding birds indoors. It will remain under review.

Poultry gatherings in the localised AIPZ area will continue to be banned, and
keepers from the area will not be able to take their poultry to gatherings
elsewhere.

The risk in these parts of Lancashire, Cumbria and Merseyside is considered
higher because the region is home to significant wild waterfowl populations
and there have been previous outbreaks of H5N8 throughout this area. Recent
cases in backyard flocks provide evidence that infection is still either
circulating in wild resident birds or present in the environment.

An AIPZ requiring keepers to observe strict disease prevention measures and a
ban on poultry gatherings have been in place across England since December
2016. From 15 May 2017, keepers across most of England will no longer be
required by law to follow these measures. They should continue to follow
industry standard best practice on biosecurity, including minimising movement
in and out of bird enclosures, cleaning footwear, keeping areas where birds
live clean and tidy and feeding birds indoors. Poultry gatherings can resume
in all areas outside the remaining AIPZ, but poultry from the affected
districts of Lancashire, Cumbria and Merseyside will not be able to attend.

The Government will continue to review all disease control measures based on
the latest scientific evidence and veterinary advice.
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Further information

This announcement follows plans set out earlier this month.1.

The new AIPZ will cover the districts of Barrow-in-Furness, South2.
Lakeland, Lancaster, Blackpool, Wyre, Fylde, Preston, Sefton, West
Lancashire, South Ribble and Chorley. From 15 May you will be able to
check if you are affected using the interactive map

The Government continually reviews disease control measures in light of3.
new scientific evidence and veterinary advice. The latest assessment
from Defra is that overall risk in England remains ‘low’, comparable
with risk levels in November 2016, and should continue to fall in
warmer, drier spring weather conditions. Based on this assessment, the
decision has been taken to lift the ban on gatherings and the Avian Flu
Prevention Zone across most of England from 15 May.

Latest news and advice for keepers4.

Members of the public should report dead wild birds, such as swans,5.
geese, ducks, gulls or birds of prey, to the Defra helpline on 03459 33
55 77. Defra will then collect some of these birds and test them to help
us understand how the disease is distributed geographically and in
different types of bird.

Public Health England advises the risk to public health is very low and6.
the Food Standards Agency has said there is no food safety risk for UK
consumers.

Speech: London Somalia Conference
2017: UN Secretary-General’s opening
remarks

António Guterres, Secretary-General of the United Nations, spoke at the start
of the London conference on Somalia’s future.

Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen, we are here to support Somalia at a
moment which is both tragic and hopeful. And I do believe that Somalia can be
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in the near future the kind of good news that we badly need in the
international community and in our troubled world.

I thank the United Kingdom, as well as President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed
Farmajo of Somalia, for co-hosting.

I deeply appreciate the leadership of the African Union and the vital work of
AMISOM [the African Mission in Somalia]. I thank Chairperson Faki for joining
us today.

I commend the President, along with Prime Minister Khayre, the new cabinet
and leaders of the federal member states, for their political will to work
together in Somalia.

Like all of us, I was deeply saddened by the tragic death last week of the
Minister of Public Works, Abbas [Abdullahi Sheikh] Siraji. He grew up in a
refugee camp and went on to become a powerful symbol of Somalis’ hopes for
the future. His unfortunate death must not diminish our resolve to see these
hopes realized.

On the contrary, his sacrifice must encourage all Somalis to maintain the
spirit of inclusiveness, embracing women, youth, minorities, business leaders
and all members of society, and must encourage us all to support that effort.

The significantly enhanced representation of women and youth in the new
Federal Parliament shows Somalia’s positive trajectory.

We are here to listen to Somalia’s leadership – and to agree on a framework
for cooperation.

This unique chance to build on progress comes thanks to the courageous and
selfless service of the men and women of AMISOM. I want to pay tribute to
them.

But I also want to say that I visited Somalia several times. I was in
Mogadishu several times escorted by AMISOM. And I have seen the precarious
conditions in which AMISOM soldiers were not only protecting the Somali
people, but also our global security.

I remember Mogadishu when Al-Shabaab controlled half of Mogadishu. AMISOM had
no helicopters, no night-vision systems, and armoured cars that were
vulnerable to the weapons of Al-Shabaab. And AMISOM soldiers, women and men,
and AMISOM police were fighting to protect our global security.

And they were doing so under a Security Council mandate, without enough
support and with unpredictable funding. I think this is the moment to
seriously look into the predictable way to fund AMISOM – I myself am
favourable to the consideration of possible assessed contributions in
relation to, at least, parts of AMISOM efforts.

I know the African Union is working on partially funding its own operations
but this is something that we need to solve to give AMISOM the capacity to
really create the conditions to allow the Government and the new security



institutions of Somalia to then be able to assume the responsibility of the
security of their own country.

Excellencies, Ladies and gentlemen, more than 6 million people in Somalia
need assistance – or nearly half the population. Some 275,000 malnourished
children are at risk of starvation.

I went to Somalia in March on my first visit to the field as Secretary-
General and I saw the challenges. Somalia has to rebuild security, foster
transparency and accountability, deal with a crippling drought, and avert a
famine. But I saw an opportunity to build on the momentum of the electoral
process and achieve lasting stability.

We have a firm platform to improve security, deepen federalism, resolve
residual conflicts and advance reconciliation, and then complete the review
of the Constitution.

The drought is the most pressing priority. This morning, we presented a
revised Humanitarian Response Plan seeking an additional $900 million through
the end of the year.

We also need to address the damage caused by climate change and conflict.

Indeed, fighting continues to devastate Somalia. Violations of human rights
and international humanitarian law occur with impunity.

We are still seeing Al-Shabaab recruiting and exploiting children, and also
children that are arbitrarily detained. And I am particularly concerned about
widespread sexual violence. Internally displaced women and girls, and members
of minority clans, remain the most vulnerable. They need human rights urgent
protection.

The historic agreement among Somali political leaders laid the foundations
for Somalia’s National Security Architecture. We must better support the
Security Pact and the Somali security institutions.

And again, we need to make sure that we are able to be coordinated in
supporting the Somali government to build up the Somalia National Army and
the Somali Police. What we have had until now are different efforts by
different countries doing different training programmes in different areas of
the country, that do not match, that do not create the conditions for a
unified national army and a unified police force. It is time to overcome this
lack of coordination. It is time to have one single programme of training of
Somali soldiers and Somali police and that single programme of training to be
lead by the Somali institutions. The UN will be totally committed to support
that way of doing business.

I welcome Somalia’s first National Development Plan in 35 years. I also
commend the government for its commitment to progressively create and
strengthen the institutions of a true state.

I hope that we will soon be able to see a country able to collect its taxes,
to have its own police and security forces, to provide basic public services



and guarantee the security of its citizens through its own police force and
army. We all must support the realization of this vision. I see progressively
the future AMISOM being able to reduce its role after the initial necessary
surge and national institutions to be fully able to function.

I urge partners to align their support to the Plan. It can help Somalia
achieve economic progress, generate revenue, reduce over-reliance on donor
resources, and create conditions for debt relief. And I think debt relief is
not only an essential economic and financial question – it is also a moral
question.

The present generation of Somali children we see living in dramatic
circumstances are burdened by a debt that that was contracted in completely
different circumstances by completely different actors. Now I know that there
are a number of technical issues that need to be properly addressed. I know
that debt relief needs to be sustainable. But I think we also need a strong
political commitment to make it really happen and to create the conditions
for development to be much more strongly supported by the international
community.

This conference aims to agree on a New Partnership as Somalia turns a page.

The United Nations will do everything possible to make this the start of a
new chapter of sustainable prosperity and lasting peace for Somali, to the
benefit of us all.

Thank you very much.

Press release: Fine of £24,414 for
fisheries offences

On 5 May 2017 Macduff Fishing Fleet Limited, owner of the scallop dredger
“Cornelis Gert Jan” and its three masters Pawel Czerniak, Oliver Hughes and
Robert Watt pleaded guilty to breaches of the Sea Fish Conservation Act 1967
at Worthing Magistrates Court.

The court heard how the vessel was permitted to retain non-quota species as a
bycatch of its main catch of scallops. However, it had fished on a number of
occasions in an area known to contain mixed species where a bycatch of quota
species was inevitable.

Investigations by the MMO identified that £6,000 worth of sole and anglerfish
had been landed by the vessel in the period between 5 May 2015 and 26
November 2015. This was in breach of the vessel’s licence.

While it was acknowledged that the company had provided landing data in the
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form of log sheets and sales notes electronically during the period, the MMO
system would not necessarily pick up on potential breaches of licence
conditions. The Court accepted that it was, in any event, incumbent on the
masters and owners to ensure they did not retain any species on their vessel
which were prohibited by their licence.

Macduff Fishing Fleet Limited (vessel owner) were fined £12,000, with an
additional fine of £6057.67 to the value of the fish involved in the
offending, costs of £4,758.75 and a victim surcharge of £120.

Mr Hughes (vessel master) was fined £580, Mr Watt (vessel master) was fined
£678 and Mr Czernia (vessel master) was fined £220.00. These fines included a
victim surcharge.

Speech: London Somalia Conference
2017: President Mohamed Abdullahi
Mohamed’s opening speech

The Somalian President Mohamed Abdullahi Mohamed, known as President Farmajo
gave an opening speech at the conference on Somalia’s future.

Your Excellency, the Right Honourable Theresa May, the Prime Minister of the
United Kingdom,

His Excellency, António Guterres, the Secretary General of the United
Nations,

His Excellency, Moussa Faki Mahamat, Chairman of the African Union
Commission, Heads of States and Governments in attendance,

Representatives of nations and organizations,

Future for Somalia – Opening Statements

It is indeed a great honour to be addressing you all today at this special
conference on Somalia’s future in this beautiful city of London. I’m
delighted to be sharing this historic day with our key partners all of whom
have stood by our people and nation in our greatest period of need.

I would like to take this opportunity to especially thank our great host,
Prime Minister Theresa May and her government for committing to and bringing
this conference to fruition. As many of you know, this is NOT the first
conference for Somalia hosted by the UK. For that, we thank you Prime
Minister!
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Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, as you are all
aware, Somalia successfully concluded a long and complicated election process
on the 8 February 2017. On that day, representatives of the Somali people
voted for change and a new direction for our country. I was humbled by the
enormous public support I received following the election.

I am, however, very aware of the high expectations the Somali people have for
me – starting with improved security and provision of basic services such as
health and education. Although we are working tirelessly to meet everyone’s
expectations, in the meantime we hope to gradually improve our citizens’
lives.

The successful and peaceful transfer of power following my election was a
reminder of Somalia’s potential as a beacon of democracy and hope in one of
the most unstable regions in the world.

In fact, Somalia has a long and proud tradition of democracy going back to
independence in 1960. We were the first country in Africa wherein a sitting
president transferred power peacefully after losing national elections.

Despite the enormous challenges my country faces, we strive to those ideals.
We believe that the only path to fully recovering Somalia is strengthening
our democratic institutions. To that end, I will spare no effort to realizing
the promise of my campaign, which was to fight Somalia’s 3 major enemies:
terrorism, corruption and poverty.

My vision revolves around these 3 issues. And the way to address them starts
with building vital state institutions, with a focus on security apparatuses,
and championing an overall reform agenda. Most importantly, I will take
measurable steps to unleash the great potential of my people to develop their
own country, and to do what they know best: trade and commerce. I strongly
believe that trade is the surest way to reduce poverty and generate mass
employment.

Excellencies, distinguished guests and ladies and gentlemen, my reform agenda
started with selecting a capable and proven leader as a Prime Minister. Prime
Minister Hassan Ali Khayre brings decades of experience as a senior executive
in humanitarian and development sectors, and later as a successful
businessman.

Capitalizing on his experience and networks, and following extensive
consultations with all actors, the Prime Minister formed a technocratic
cabinet that includes 5 female ministers – the largest in our history – and
many young ministers representing 85% of our population who are under the age
of 40.

One of the new young ministers was a former refugee in Dadaab – the world’s
largest refugee camp in Kenya. His compelling story gives insight into the
transformation my country is going through. Unfortunately, his life was cut
short last week. But his legacy remains with us.

Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentleman, I recognize that a



good cabinet is only as good as the services it delivers its people. And in
Somalia, delivering anything hinges largely on ‘getting the politics right’.
Good politics must be inclusive, participatory, vibrant and on a levelled
playing field.

In this regard, we are committed to solidifying our federal system of
governance, which has been in place only since 2004. Our overall vision is to
achieve a strong and co-operative union which works for all Somalis and
enhances equity and good governance.

We are thankfully a step closer to this objective as is illustrated by the
recent historic formation of the new National Security Council, which
includes federal member states. The National Security Council is not only a
platform for dialogue on security issues, but on broader matters of national
importance. The fact that all heads of federal member states are with me here
today speaks volumes of our collective effort towards a strong and co-
operative union.

Together with other stakeholders, we will be engaging in an in-depth
discussion around matters of national importance. We are already engaged in a
deep dialogue on sharing of natural and national resources. This and other
areas will be discussed in the context of the constitutional review process.
As the leaders of Somalia, we recognize that the Constitution is the document
that binds us together.

However, our political efforts will not stop there. In the coming months, we
will complete legislation around political parties so that all MPs and others
interested groups can form their parties legally. We are determined to
encourage a vibrant political environment which upholds the best practices of
democracy, freedom of assembly and freedom of speech—all of which are
enshrined in our Constitution.

Excellencies, distinguished guests, ladies and gentlemen, security remains
paramount for my administration. The new National Security Architecture and
the Security Pact give us the tools we need to strengthen the Somali National
Army and introduce an improved policing model.

Together with the African Mission in Somalia (AMISOM), I am confident that we
can defeat Al-Shabaab in the next few years. Once we recover the remaining
territories and secure supply routes, we will stabilize the country by
building local administrations in collaboration with the federal member
states. We believe that communities are best placed to collaborate with the
local, state and federal governments to stabilize the country.

But the government needs the necessary tools to be able to defeat Al-Shabaab.
For far too long, our security forces and terrorist groups have been fighting
using the same type of light weapons – mostly AK47s. Despite the bravery of
our men and women in uniform, we were locked in symmetrical battles with the
terrorists. Without AMISOM forces, who are supplied with heavy weaponry, we
would not have been able to defeat Al-Shabaab. The longstanding arms embargo
on Somalia severely restricts our ability to procure heavy weapons, despite
the partial lifting of the embargo in 2013.



Time has come for Somalia to be able to get access to qualitatively better
weapons than terrorists. In this regard, we are working with our partners and
the Security Council to develop a clearly defined roadmap to the full lifting
of the arms embargo. This would include the improvements we must make to our
weapons management, command and control systems.

Excellencies, distinguished guests and ladies and gentlemen, when it comes to
the security sector support we receive from our friends, we are grateful to
all partners for their unwavering and sustained support over the years. Many
provide financial support, while others provide technical and logistical
support. One partner I would like to dedicate special gratitude is AMISOM.
Their peacekeepers have been working with us for 10 years – much longer than
anyone expected. During that time, they have sacrificed many soldiers in the
quest to help Somalia defeat Al-Shabaab and rebuild our security forces.

A vital element of rebuilding our security apparatuses is to radically
improve on coordination among international partners on the security front. I
welcome the genuine attempt to address this fundamental problem through the
creation of the Comprehensive Assistance to Security or CAS Group. This
group, in close collaboration with the National Security Office, must end
duplicity and fragmentation in the security support sector. On our side, the
National Security Council is designed to do the same.

Excellencies, distinguished guests and ladies and gentlemen, the insecurity
situation cannot be changed without addressing its root causes, which are
abject poverty and mass unemployment. Too many of our young generation are
sitting idle, creating fertile ground for terrorists to recruit from. We must
tackle this issue with a robust economic recovery plan.

To this end, we have identified the ‘priorities of the priorities’ within the
National Development Plan (NDP). The NDP, which clearly articulates our
development agenda, is based on sound evidence and extensive consultations
across the country. Our partners should align their support with priorities
of the NDP, which are focused on strategic investments in key sectors, such
as the productive sectors of agriculture, livestock and fishing. Moreover,
major investment would have to be made in vital infrastructure, starting with
renewable energy, clean water and road networks. That’s the only way to
create mass employment.

But all that investment needs substantial resources, and our meagre revenue
can barely cover our budget. Access to international financial institutions
is restricted due to the existing arrears. In this regard, I’m delighted that
we have now developed a well-defined, milestones-based roadmap to arrears
clearance and normalisation of relations with the international financial
institutions. I commend the work of the World Bank and IMF, together with our
Finance Ministry, on this crucial work. This is an area that I will
personally follow, to ensure that we are meeting our obligations.

Many countries and organizations have demonstrated willingness to cancel
their loans. Here I recognize the League of Arab States who announced that
member states are prepared to forgive their loans during their summit in
Amman in March. We are grateful to our Arab brothers and sisters for this.



Excellencies, distinguished guests and ladies and gentlemen, when it comes to
economic development, the greatest asset we have is the entrepreneurial
spirit of my people. My administration will take measurable steps to unlock
their potential, by removing barriers to doing business in Somalia, and
promoting small and media enterprises.

One major barrier is the inability of our financial institutions to access
their international counterparts. The money transfer businesses, who send a
combined amount of about $2 billion dollars a year to Somalia, are struggling
to access banks here in the UK and in the United States, due to the severe
restrictions placed on them. This, despite the fact that we made tangible
progress over the past few years.

Time has come to facilitate access for our financial institutions to work
with your banks. A continuation of the current policy will undoubtedly
deprive crucial access for our banks, and, as a consequence, will limit
employment opportunities in the financial sector.

Excellencies, distinguished guests and ladies and gentlemen, for too long,
the conventional wisdom has been that Somalia was a problem to fix, and the
people a perfect humanitarian example due to the failure of the state to do
its job. Today, my administration is committed to seizing this golden
opportunity to nurture and deliver on a better, stronger and more prosperous
Somalia led by the hopes and aspirations of its people. This is the best way
to continue the process of changing the prevailing narrative.

Despite the extraordinary challenges that my people faced, we must remember
that they withstood both natural and man-made calamities, and, with their
classic resilience, started some of the most successful telecoms and
remittance companies in Africa.

Together with our partners, my administration aims to capitalize on this God-
given talent for a better Somalia – one that can secure itself, manage its
politics and revive its economy. The New Partnership for Somalia provides an
excellent framework for co-operation and coordination. The NPS puts
government leadership at the heart of implementation of programs and
projects. It allows us to hold each other accountable, which I wholeheartedly
welcome. If my administration fails, we hope you hold us to account. We
promise to do the same. Only in that spirit can we lift Somalia to new
heights.

Excellencies, distinguished guests and ladies and gentlemen, there have been
many conferences in the past on Somalia and for Somalia. Today’s events are
different because I can assure and reassure you all that Somalia will never
turn back to its difficult past: it will only go forward towards progress and
prosperity as is the will of its people and the priority of its government.
In engaging with us on the vast array of issues for discussion ahead during
this conference, please be confident of the sincerity of this promise.

I thank you all.



News story: CNC Officers and Staff
Commended by Chief Constable and
Divisional Commanders

The officers and staff were honoured with a number of different awards,
including two Certificates of Service; seven Long Service and Good Conduct
Awards, and seven Divisional Commander commendations.

The Divisional Commander commendations were received by a range of officers
and police staff for their work in a number of different areas. Ch Insp Mike
Caley, Insp Keith Atkinson and Insp Barry Parker all received commendations
for their hard work, commitment and enthusiasm in managing the delivery of a
number of escort operations with the Strategic Escort Group (SEG) throughout
2015 to 2016. The three officers performed their roles to the highest
standards, setting an example to their teams. The CNC received favourable
comments from partners about its professionalism and there is no doubt that
the standards set by these officers have helped ensure the successful
delivery of these operations.

Ch Insp Peter Robinson was commended for making a significant professional
contribution towards improving operational capability at the EDF sites where
CNC are based through the Managed Response Solution project. Over an extended
period, Peter demonstrated commitment, enthusiasm and professionalism to the
project. His personal contribution has helped to deliver the CNC Mission and
enhance the reputation and strengthen confidence in the organisation through
partnership working with EDF and the Office for Nuclear Regulation.

Police staff members Karen Seath and Alison Barber were both commended for
their work on two integral CNC systems. Karen’s role involves the
coordination and management of firearms training records and duty planning
systems. In addition to this she is a member of the Firearms Senior
Leadership Team (SLT) as a key advisor to the Force Firearms Officer and
other colleagues. Karen operates at a level far beyond what is expected of
her, whilst being gracious and supportive to others; she is a true credit to
the CNC, and a natural leader. Alison has continued to work very hard in her
role as a project manager to deliver a vitally important and sensitive
communications project to support the complexity of CNC operations. Alison’s
efforts have been specifically recognised by the Department for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS), which said: “Alison has been
incredibly positive and supportive throughout this project and also provided
some valuable lessons learned that we are applying going forward.”

Sgt Marc Easterbrook was commended for his ongoing work to ensure the CNC is
prepared for national contingency operations in case of a major incident or
terrorist attack which might necessitate CNC officers being deployed. He
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worked hard and beyond what was expected to create plans, to brief officers
and commanders, and to build relationships with those stakeholders whose
cooperation and support are vital ingredients for our success. Marc is
formally commended for his selfless commitment to duty and the manner in
which he undertook the role.

Inspector Allan Macrae and PC Ian Johnstone received Certificates of Service
on their retirement. Allan joined CNC in December 2006 after a successful 30
year career with Strathclyde Police, immediately taking up the position of
Unit Commander at Hunterston Operational Policing Unit (OPU), where he
remained until his retirement on 7 May 2017, clocking up an impressive career
of over 40 years’ in public service. Ian joined the United Kingdom Atomic
Energy Authority Constabulary (UKAEAC) in 1982 and during his 35 years’
service has been an Authorised Firearms Officer (AFO), a supervisor, and an
active and longstanding counter-terrorist search officer. Although he has
retired from being a police officer, he will continue to work for the CNC in
our duty planning team.

Seven police officers received Long Service and Good Conduct Medals from the
Chief Constable. The medal was instituted under Royal Warrant by King George
VI in 1951 and is awarded as a mark of the Sovereign’s appreciation of long
and meritorious service rendered by members of the police forces of the
United Kingdom. For an officer to become eligible for this award the Chief
Constable must make a recommendation to the Home Secretary, confirming the
officers has served for a minimum of 20 years and that their character has
been very good during their service. The seven officers receiving their medal
were:

Supt Graham Shaw, OUC at Sellafield
Sgt Adam Anderson-Cole, Firearms Instructor
Sgt Laura Forster, Force Dogs Officer
PC Tina Ferris, Firearms Instructor
PC Neil Henderson, Dog Instructor
PC Michael Livesey, SEG Firearms Instructor
PC Ben Strain, Firearms Instructor

Chief Constable Mike Griffiths said: “It was an absolute pleasure to meet
such a committed group from a wide range of disciplines and specialities
across the CNC. I was hugely impressed with what they had achieved during
their CNC careers, from those who will remain with us for many years to come
and those who have completed their careers and are looking forward to a well-
earned retirement. All have contributed to making the CNC what it is today.

“I would also like to congratulate all those who received commendations,
which reflect their outstanding commitment in their current appointments.
They set an excellent example to all of the very best of the organisation and
they have made a real difference through their professionalism and hard
work.”


