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I have just chaired another meeting of COBR, where we again discussed the
callous and cowardly terrorist attack in Manchester last night, and the
operational response from the security service, the police and other
emergency services.

It remains the case that, other than the terrorist himself, 22 people were
killed in the attack. Fifty-nine people remain injured, and many of them have
life-threatening conditions.

As Greater Manchester Police confirmed earlier today, the perpetrator was
Salman Ramadan Abedi, a 22-year-old who was born and brought up in Britain.

And as the emergency services have confirmed throughout the day, his victims
were innocent children, young people and their families.

Our thoughts and prayers are with them all.

I want to reiterate what I said this morning about the professionalism of the
emergency services and the bravery of the people of Manchester. Through their
actions, they proved that cowardice will always be defeated by bravery, that
evil can be overcome by good, and that our values – the liberal, pluralistic
values of Britain – will always prevail over the hateful ideology of the
terrorists.

In my statement earlier today, I said that the police and security services
needed to investigate whether or not Abedi was acting alone. Those
investigations continue. But the work undertaken throughout the day has
revealed that it is a possibility we cannot ignore that there is a wider
group of individuals linked to this attack.

This morning, I said that the Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre (JTAC) – the
independent organisation responsible for setting the threat level on the
basis of the intelligence available – was keeping the threat level under
constant review.

It has now concluded, on the basis of today’s investigations, that the threat
level should be increased, for the time being, from severe to critical. This
means that their assessment is not only that an attack remains highly likely,
but that a further attack may be imminent.

The change in the threat level means that there will be additional resources
and support made available to the police as they work to keep us all safe.

As a result of the JTAC’s decision, the police have asked for authorisation
from the Secretary of State for Defence to deploy a number of armed military
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personnel in support of their armed officers. This request is part of a well-
established plan, known as Operation Temperer, in which both the armed forces
and the police officers involved are well-trained and well-prepared to work
in this kind of environment. The Secretary of State for Defence has approved
this request, and Operation Temperer is now in force.

This means that armed police officers responsible for duties such as guarding
key sites will be replaced by members of the armed forces, which will allow
the police to significantly increase the number of armed officers on patrol
in key locations. You might also see military personnel deployed at certain
events, such as concerts and sports matches, helping the police to keep the
public safe. In all circumstances, members of the armed forces who are
deployed in this way will be under the command of police officers.

Precisely how the military and armed police officers will be deployed is an
operational decision for police commanders and Assistant Commissioner Mark
Rowley of the Metropolitan Police will be making a statement giving further
details at New Scotland Yard later this evening.

In the coming days and weeks, there will of course be many events hosted up
and down the country. The police will work with the organisers and hosts of
these events, to come to a judgement about how they can go ahead while making
sure the people who attend them are safe and secure.

I do not want the public to feel unduly alarmed. We have faced a serious
terrorist threat in our country for many years. And the operational response
I have just outlined is a proportionate and sensible response to the threat
that our security experts judge we face. I ask everybody to be vigilant, and
to cooperate with and support the police as they go about their important
work.

I want to end by repeating the important message I gave in my statement
earlier today. We will take every measure available to us and provide every
additional resource we can to the police and the security services as they
work to protect the public.

And while we mourn the victims of last night’s appalling attack, we stand
defiant. The spirit of Manchester – and the spirit of Britain – is far
mightier than the sick plots of depraved terrorists. That is why the
terrorists will never win, and we will prevail.

News story: Manchester terrorist
attack

How to apply for compensation if you were a victim of the terrorist attack in
Manchester on 22 May 2017
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Applications can be made to the Criminal Injuries Compensation Authority
(CICA), under the Criminal Injuries Compensation Scheme 2012, by those
victims injured, or the families of those killed in the attack.

If you have been bereaved or suffered a personal injury as a result of this
incident you can find out more about applying. Alternatively, you can call
the CICA helpline on 0300 003 3601.

You do not need a paid representative, such as a solicitor or claims
management company, to apply to CICA for compensation. Our Guide provides
information about free independent advice that may be available from local
support services or other charitable organisations.

Speech: PM statement following
terrorist attack in Manchester: 23 May
2017

I have just chaired a meeting of the government’s emergency committee COBR,
where we discussed the details of – and the response to – the appalling
events in Manchester last night.

Our thoughts and prayers are with the victims, and the families and friends
of all those affected.

It is now beyond doubt that the people of Manchester, and of this country,
have fallen victim to a callous terrorist attack – an attack that targeted
some of the youngest people in our society with cold calculation.

This was among the worst terrorist incidents we have ever experienced in the
United Kingdom. And although it is not the first time Manchester has suffered
in this way, it is the worst attack the city has experienced, and the worst
ever to hit the north of England.

The police and security services are working at speed to establish the
complete picture, but I want to tell you what I can at this stage.

At 10:33pm last night, the police were called to reports of an explosion at
Manchester Arena, in Manchester city centre, near Victoria train station.

We now know that a single terrorist detonated his improvised explosive device
near one of the exits of the venue, deliberately choosing the time and place
to cause maximum carnage and to kill and injure indiscriminately. The
explosion coincided with the conclusion of a pop concert, which was attended
by many young families and groups of children.
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All acts of terrorism are cowardly attacks on innocent people, but this
attack stands out for its appalling, sickening cowardice – deliberately
targeting innocent, defenceless children and young people who should have
been enjoying one of the most memorable nights of their lives.

As things stand, I can tell you that in addition to the attacker, 22 people
have died and 59 people have been injured. Those who were injured are being
treated in 8 different hospitals across Greater Manchester. Many are being
treated for life-threatening conditions. And we know that among those killed
and injured were many children and young people.

We struggle to comprehend the warped and twisted mind that sees a room packed
with young children not as a scene to cherish, but as an opportunity for
carnage.

But we can continue to resolve to thwart such attacks in future, to take on
and defeat the ideology that often fuels this violence, and if there turn out
to be others responsible for this attack, to seek them out and bring them to
justice.

The police and security services believe that the attack was carried out by
one man, but they now need to know whether he was acting alone or as part of
a wider group. It will take some time to establish these facts, and the
investigation will continue. The police and security services will be given
all the resources they need to complete that task.

The police and security services believe they know the identity of the
perpetrator, but at this stage of their investigations we cannot confirm his
name.

The police and emergency services have – as always – acted with great courage
and on behalf of the country I want to express our gratitude to them. They
acted in accordance with the plans they have in place and the exercises they
conduct to test those plans, and they performed with the utmost
professionalism.

Four hundred police officers were involved in the operation through the
night, and many paramedics, doctors and nurses have worked valiantly – amid
traumatic and terrible scenes – to save lives and care for the wounded.

Significant resources have been deployed to the police investigation and
there continue to be visible patrols around Manchester, which include the
deployment of armed officers.

For people who live and work in Manchester, there remains a large cordon in
place around Manchester Arena and Victoria Station, which will be in place
for some time. The station is closed and will remain closed while a detailed
forensic search is underway.

We know that many friends and relatives of people caught up in the attack are
still trying to find out what has happened to their children, brothers and
sisters, parents, and loved ones.



So please think of those people who are experiencing unimaginable worry, and
if you have any information at all relating to the attack, please contact
Greater Manchester Police.

The threat level remains at severe. That means that a terrorist attack
remains highly likely. But the independent Joint Terrorism Analysis Centre,
which sets the threat level on the basis of the intelligence available to
them, will continue to assess this throughout today and in the days ahead.

Later today, I will travel to Manchester to meet the Chief Constable of
Greater Manchester Police, Ian Hopkins, the Mayor of Greater Manchester, Andy
Burnham, and members of the emergency services who have come to Manchester’s
aid in its moment of need.

And – as I announced last night – the general election campaign has been
suspended. I will chair another meeting of COBR later today.

At terrible moments like these it is customary for leaders, politicians and
others to condemn the perpetrators and declare that the terrorists will not
win. But the fact that we have been here before, and the fact that we need to
say this again, does not make it any less true.

For as so often, while we experienced the worst of humanity in Manchester
last night, we also saw the best.

The cowardice of the attacker met the bravery of the emergency services and
the people of Manchester. The attempt to divide us met countless acts of
kindness that brought people closer together.

And in the days ahead, those must be the things we remember.

The images we hold in our minds should not be those of senseless slaughter,
but of the ordinary men and women who put concerns about their own safety to
one side and rushed to help.

Of the men and women of the emergency services who worked tirelessly to bring
comfort, to help and to save lives.

Of the messages of solidarity and hope of all those who opened their homes to
the victims.

For they are the images that embody the spirit of Manchester and the spirit
of Britain – a spirit that, through years of conflict and terrorism, has
never been broken. And will never be broken.

There will be difficult days ahead. We offer our thoughts and prayers to the
family and friends of those affected. We offer our full support to the
authorities, the emergency and the security services as they go about their
work.

And we all – every single one of us – stand with the people of Manchester at
this terrible time.



And today, let us remember those who died and let us celebrate those who
helped, safe in the knowledge that the terrorists will never win – and our
values, our country and our way of life will always prevail.

News story: Manchester Arena incident

News updates
You can follow @G M Police and @Terrorism Police for Twitter updates on the
incident.

Useful information that may assist when deploying
the tactical options:
Find out more about the Action Counters Terrorism campaign.

If you see anything that causes you concern or raises your
suspicions do not hesitate to call the Police confidentially on
0800 789 321 or in an emergency 999. If you get caught up in the
rare event of a weapons attack we urge you to follow the Run,
Hide, Tell advice.

News story: CMA issues provisional
decision in relation to drug firm’s
pricing

The CMA has today issued a statement of objections to the pharmaceutical
company Merck Sharp & Dohme Limited (MSD).

This sets out the Competition and Markets Authority’s (CMA) provisional
decision that MSD operated an anti-competitive discount scheme for its
medicine Remicade. Remicade is the brand name for MSD’s version of a
biological medicine called infliximab, which is used primarily in the
treatment of patients with gastroenterology and rheumatology conditions such
as Crohn’s disease, ulcerative colitis and rheumatoid arthritis.
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The CMA has provisionally found that MSD broke competition law by abusing its
dominant position through a discount scheme for Remicade that was likely to
restrict competition from ‘biosimilar’ versions of infliximab that were new
to the market.

At this stage of the CMA’s investigation, these findings are provisional and
no conclusion should be drawn that there has in fact been any breach of
competition law. The CMA will carefully consider any representations by the
company under investigation before determining whether the law has been
infringed.

The CMA proposes to find MSD and its ultimate parent company Merck & Co.,
Inc. jointly and severally liable for the alleged infringement. The CMA
opened this investigation in December 2015.

For more information see the case page.
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