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At this European Council we dealt with a broad ranging agenda.

We covered issues that are of critical importance to the UK now – such as
counter-terrorism and climate change. These issues will remain important
after we leave the EU.

That is why we will play a full role while we are members of the European
Union, and why we want a deep and special partnership with our EU friends and
allies after we leave.

Last night I was also able to update other leaders on the UK’s proposal to
give reassurance and certainty to EU citizens who have made their homes and
lives in our country.

Let me deal with a few of the items I and other leaders discussed.

On security, there was strong commitment around the table to stand firm in
the fight against terrorism and the online extremism that incites terrorism.

I was able to thank our European partners in person for their support and
condolence following the appalling attacks in Manchester and London.

Those attacks have not just affected British citizens, but citizens from
across Europe – just as British people suffered in the attacks in Paris and
Stockholm.

And I say this in a city which has itself suffered great loss from terrorist
attacks.

These atrocities have strengthened the need for us to work together to keep
our countries safe.

So I urged other leaders to put pressure on technology companies to do more
to rid extremist content from the internet and to ensure that law enforcement
agencies can access encrypted data.

That is what has been agreed at this European Council, and it builds on the
recent work I have done with President Macron of France.

We must continue to work together to combat this evil, to defend our values,
and to keep our citizens safe.

On defence, we have welcomed plans for Europe to step up cooperation on
capabilities, and for the EU and NATO to work more closely together. The UK
will always be committed to the defence of Europe.

On climate change, this European Council reaffirmed the commitment of the EU
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and all Member States to fully implement the Paris Agreement.

The UK welcomes that joint commitment.

We discussed the importance of the EU pursuing an ambitious trade policy,
delivering jobs and growth. That trade must be fair as well as free. The UK
will continue to play a leading role in pushing for openness in global trade.

On migration, I emphasised the UK would continue to play its part in tackling
the ongoing migration crisis – which is a challenge for our entire continent.

The Council recommitted to a comprehensive approach to the crisis. That means
dealing with the drivers of migration while also doing more to stem the flow
of migration.

This summit focussed on the Central Mediterranean route, and I confirmed a
new UK bilateral commitment of £75 million to meet urgent humanitarian needs
while also facilitating voluntary returns of migrants making these
treacherous journeys.

Finally, after the constructive start to our Brexit negotiations earlier this
week, I wanted to briefly set out to my fellow European leaders the UK’s
approach to giving reassurance and certainty to EU citizens living in the UK.

I want all those EU citizens who are in the UK, who’ve made their lives and
homes in our country to know that no one will have to leave. We won’t be
seeing families split apart. People will be able to go on their living their
lives as before.

This is a fair and serious offer – it gives those three million EU citizens
in the UK certainty about the future of their lives, and we want the same
certainty for the more than one million UK citizens who are living in the
European Union.

On Monday, I will publish my proposals in full – and look forward to reaching
an agreement at the earliest possible date.

News story: Insolvency Live! 2017

Join us for our annual forum for insolvency and debt advisory professionals
in London on Monday, 17 July 2017.

We will be hosting an expanded forum this year

10.30am to 4pm, Monday 17 July 2017, Westminster

At Insolvency Live! you will have the opportunity to hear from members of our
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Board and senior staff, ask questions and give us your feedback.

Insolvency Live! will include presentations, workshops and a question and
answer panel. There will also be the chance to speak to representatives from
a broad range of Insolvency Service teams to find out more about their work.

Topics of discussion will include:

our recent activities and plans for the year ahead
reviewing the first year of online bankruptcy applications
Brexit and the insolvency profession
introducing our new criminal enforcement team
insolvency practitioner regulation
our evolving approach to tackling director misconduct
working with the profession to manage insolvency cases
how should the Insolvency Service measure our effectiveness

If you would like to attend please register your interest. As places are
limited we will need to confirm your attendance with you directly. There is
no cost to attend the event.

If you are unable to attend we will tweeting from the event using the hashtag
#InsolvencyLive and posting highlights on this page.

News story: Allegations of malpractice
in Edexcel’s C4 maths paper

We are aware of the allegations of malpractice or wrongdoing in relation to
Edexcel’s C4 maths paper taken today. We are working with Pearson to
establish the facts and any action that may need to be taken to ensure that
the examinations are fair and that standards are maintained. If anyone has
information relevant to these allegations we would urge them to contact
Pearson or us in confidence.

pqsmalpractice@pearson.com

public.enquiries@ofqual.gov.uk

Speech: British Ambassador to the DRC
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at the Queen’s Birthday Party 2017

Welcome to the QBP 2017 and to this evening.

As you may know, two weeks ago today we had an election in the UK. As you
will also know, two terrorist attacks took place during that election
campaign period.

This evening is, then, an appropriate moment for me to say that I was touched
by and am very grateful for the many messages of support and condolence here
following these attacks, including from His Excellency President Kabila to
The Queen. So please join me in a moment’s silence for all victims of
violence, in Manchester and London, in the Kasais and elsewhere in Congo.
…………. Thank you.

But these attacks did not stop the British people from voting. We have an
electorate of 46 million people, and I wish the CENI all the best in
enrolling a similar number of people here, to allow the full and timely
implementation of the New Year’s Eve agreement.

Following our election we have a government committed to making a success of
Brexit and to forging a very close partnership with the rest of Europe from
outside the European Union. We have a government which intends to keep the
UK’s position as the world’s 5th largest economy, and remain one of the
largest forces in diplomacy, defence and international development, with
friends and allies throughout Africa and all around the world.

This will be my last national day speech as British Ambassador here. During
my tenure, I have seen the grandeur and natural beauty of the Congo,
experienced the incredible hard work, passion, unity and solidarity of the
Congolese people. I have seen the amazing talents of Congolese entrepreneurs,
artists, musicians, sportsmen and many others, and tonight we celebrate this
range of talents.

No one can doubt that the Congo is a country of great potential. And the
United Kingdom is supporting the DRC to fulfil this potential:

Above all, we support dignity for the population, with $500m worth of
support each year through our bilateral development programme, regional
programmes and contributions to multilateral organisations. One day, the
number of Congolese people in extreme poverty will not be 50 million and
rising, but falling towards zero.

One day, the United Kingdom will no longer, for example, need to provide
basic healthcare services to 9 million Congolese people, because, one
day, the corruption which undermines all attempts at development will be
addressed, and one day natural riches of this nation will flow into the
government treasury.
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One day, the humanitarian aid courageously supplied to millions of
Congolese people, to which we are proud to contribute, will no longer be
necessary.

One day, discussions in New York and Geneva will no longer be about
massacres, mass graves, and delayed elections. On day we will speak
instead about all UN peacekeepers leaving this country because they are
no longer needed, as will happen in Ivory Coast in exactly one week’s
time.

And one day, the DRC government and its development partners will focus their
exchanges on co-operation, rather than sanctions, resolutions, accusations of
interference, and refused visas.

In short, one day Congo’s destiny as a great nation will be realised.
Finally, I want to praise our wonderful embassy staff, and their families. No
Ambassador could ask for a better team.
And I want to mention the efforts of one particular colleague tonight. He is
the first Congolese ever in history to receive the honour Member of the
British Empire, which is the equivalent of the Ordres Nationaux Congolais. He
works in our embassy office in Goma, and nothing – M23 attacks, volcanic
eruptions, nothing – stops him doing his job.

It just remains for me to invite you to raise a toast: – Long live Her
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, whom it is my privilege to represent here. – Long
live the partnership between the British and Congolese peoples. – And long
live all who work for a stronger Congo.

Enjoy the rest of the evening and thank you.

News story: Product recall

Guidance on how to check latest recalls, register your appliance and who to
contact for more information on product safety.

If there is a problem with the safety of a product, its manufacturer is
responsible for making arrangements for its repair and replacement or refund.
This includes contacting the people who have purchased it where possible and
publishing a notice drawing attention to the risk the product poses and what
the manufacturer is doing to remedy the issue.

Further information:
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