
Press release: University rapist is
locked up for longer

Ibrahim Elamin, 35, who carried out a series of rapes against university
students on their way home, will now spend longer in prison following a
referral from the Solicitor General under the unduly lenient sentencing
scheme.

Elamin originally received a 7 year and 8 months’ prison sentence for rape
and two other sexual offences when he appeared at Leicester Crown Court in
May.

Over a period of six weeks in 2010, Elamin committed three similar offences
against young males on a university campus. He lay in wait to attack students
at Loughborough University who were on their way home from the Students’
Union. Two of the victims were alone, with another being lured away from his
friends before being sexually assaulted.

Solicitor General, Robert Buckland QC MP, argued that the original sentence
given to Elamin was unduly lenient. The Court of Appeal has today increased
his sentence to 11 years and 3 months.

Speaking after the hearing, the Solicitor General said:

“These were premeditated attacks, preying on young men on their way home.
Young people should be able to enjoy a night out and walk home without fear.

“I felt the original sentence did not accurately reflect the seriousness of
this offending and I am pleased that the Court of Appeal agreed with me.”

Press release: Close season offenders
risk court appearance and £50,000 fine

The Environment Agency reported 122 offences of fishing during the close
season, following 670 patrols carried out in the restricted period. The
targeted patrols also detected 179 other offences, mainly unlicensed fishing.

Environment Agency Fisheries Enforcement Officers were supported by 232
Angling Trust Voluntary Bailiff Service members, carrying out over 5,000
hours of patrols under Operation CLAMPDOWN. Now in its 5th year, Operation
CLAMPDOWN is a joint initiative between the Environment Agency, Angling
Trust’s Fisheries Enforcement Support Service, UK National Wildlife Crime
Unit and police forces, aimed at gathering intelligence about illegal fishing
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and responding through targeted patrols. The volunteers reported 111
suspicious incidents to the Environment Agency and police.

The coarse fish close season restrictions are imposed in order to protect
vulnerable spawning fish, helping to safeguard fish stocks for the future.
Patrols took place across rivers, streams, drains and specific canals and
stillwaters covered by the coarse fish close season byelaw, which runs from
15th March – 15th June inclusive.

Judy Proctor, Acting Deputy Director for Fisheries at the Environment Agency,
said:

The vast majority of anglers fish legally; sadly there is a small
number of anglers who cheat others by fishing during the close
season. The coarse fishing close season helps protect vulnerable
spawning fish – this is why it’s in place. It is still possible for
anglers to fish during this time on many stillwaters and canals,
which are open all year round.

We respond to the intelligence we receive about illegal fishing by
ensuring our patrols are targeted at the right places – and the
right people.

Dilip Sarkar MBE, Angling Trust National Enforcement Manager, said:

These figures show that during Operation CLAMPDOWN 5, Phase 1
Volunteer Bailiffs throughout England demonstrated their massive
commitment to protecting fish and fisheries and cracking down on
illegal fishing. All anglers can help this process, in fact – at
any time of year – by reporting information and offences in
progress to the Environment Agency on 0800 80 70 60, or the police
on 101/999 as appropriate.

The enforcement work was supported through a network of 474 Angling Trust
volunteer bailiffs covering all counties in England. Patrolling under
operation CLAMPDOWN for a 5th year, they assisted by reporting illegal
fishing incidents and information to the Environment Agency and police.

Anyone who suspects illegal fishing to be taking place should report the
matter to the Environment Agency’s incident hotline on 0800 80 70 60.

Notes to editors

Enjoy fishing and make sure you fish legally
Annual fishing licences from only £30
It’s easy to buy online. Get a Fishing Licence
All fishing licence income is used to fund work to protect, improve and
develop fisheries, fish habitats and angling.
Go fishing – Find out about angling events, fisheries and venues so you

http://www.gov.uk/get-a-fishing-licence


can go fishing
The Environment Agency is cracking down on illegal fishing
The reason why it is illegal to fish on rivers, streams and some
specific canals and stillwaters. Due to many waters being under multiple
ownership we apply legislation in a precautionary approach. This helps
to protect vulnerable fish during spawning time. In addition fishery
managers are free to impose close season rules at any time should they
consider it necessary to protect their fish stock

Press release: Supporting modern and
voluntary family planning

The UK will save the life of one woman every 90 minutes through its global
leadership in supporting modern, voluntary family planning, International
Development Secretary Priti Patel will announce today (Tuesday, 11 July) at a
major international summit.

Today there are 214 million women around the world, who despite not wanting
to get pregnant, aren’t using modern contraception. Progress has been made
globally to reach more women with family planning services, but more needs to
be done.

Voluntary family planning saves lives by enabling women to plan, and have
fewer, pregnancies – reducing their risk of death through unsafe childbirth.
This risk is very high in the world’s poorest countries, especially for
adolescents.

At today’s Family Planning Summit, Ms Patel will set out an increased support
package – boosting and extending the UK contribution until 2022 – to provide
voluntary, modern family planning to women in the world’s poorest countries
across Africa and Asia.

The UK’s total package of support until 2022 will every year:

help save the lives of over 6,000 women by preventing maternal deaths –
that’s one woman every 90 minutes;
support 20 million women to receive voluntary contraceptives through
family planning services;
help avert 6 million unintended pregnancies; and
help prevent the trauma of 75,000 stillbirths and nearly 44,000 new-born
deaths.

The London Summit is co-hosted by Ms Patel, Melinda Gates (Bill and Melinda
Gates Foundation) and Natalia Kanem (UN Population Fund – UNFPA), and will
look at practical measures to reduce costs and increase availability for the
millions of women who want contraception, but can’t afford it or get hold of
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it.

Africa’s population is rising to unsustainable levels, with Sub-Saharan
Africa passing the one billion mark this year. Giving people access to
voluntary family planning helps slow population growth and makes real
economic sense. For every £1 spent, governments can save over £4 which can in
turn be spent on improving health, housing, water sanitation and other public
services.

In her key note speech, Ms Patel will highlight the UK’s global leadership in
responding to the urgent need for voluntary family planning; the innovative
technology being used to reach women in the poorest communities across Asia
and Africa and call on others – including businesses – to do more.

International Development Secretary Priti Patel said:

“It’s truly astonishing that in today’s world there are still 214 million
women around the world who do not want to get pregnant, but who are not
currently using modern methods of family planning.

“Britain is leading the world on sexual and reproductive health, helping
millions more women in the world’s poorest countries to access and use
desperately-needed family planning services.

“This new UK aid support will provide 20 million women with voluntary
contraception, change the lives of 6 million women by allowing them to avoid
unintended pregnancies and prevent the trauma of 75,000 still births.

“But this isn’t a job for the UK alone and that’s why at this global Summit
governments from around the world have come together to make commitments on
family planning to address the long term need and unsustainable population
growth.

“We are supporting the world’s poorest women to take control of their lives,
so they can finish their education, get better jobs and in turn provide for
their smaller, planned families rather than being trapped in a cycle of
grinding poverty through unplanned pregnancies.”

The Summit will address several pressing issues, including:

addressing the need in emergency situations. Family planning remains one
of the biggest gaps in humanitarian response, leaving women at risk of
maternal death or having to resort to unsafe abortions. The Summit will
address this so that women experiencing humanitarian crises can obtain
the contraceptives that they need to protect their health;
blockages that mean that contraceptives that are supposed to be
available simply don’t make it onto the shelves;
making sure women have a choice in contraceptives, along with accurate
information, so they can opt for the product that suits them best be it
short term, long lasting or permanent. More choice will lead to more
uptake; and
the specific barrier faced by adolescents – both married and unmarried –



including a critical lack of access to accurate information and the
cultural barriers around adolescent sexual activity, which can further
restrict contraceptive provision for this group.

In addition to saving lives by stopping women from dying in childbirth,
investing in family planning provides long term life-changing benefits for
women and their families, communities and countries.

It means women can make their own decisions about their own lives and
futures, and helps stop the cycle of grinding poverty, improving lives now
and in the future. This means local economies can grow, in turn boosting
global prosperity, which is in everyone’s interests.

The UK put family planning on the international agenda with the inaugural
2012 Family Planning Summit where a goal was established to help 120 million
additional women and girls use modern, voluntary family planning by 2020.

Britain is the second largest bilateral donor of family planning in the
world. Since the 2012 Summit, the UK has helped nearly 8.5 million additional
women to access modern methods of contraception.

Notes to editors:

At the 2012 London Summit on Family Planning, the UK Government
committed to spending £180 million per year on family planning until
2020. With this new commitment the UK Government’s support will be an
average of £225 million per year until 2022, an additional £45 million a
year‎ for 5 years. The £45 million is new funding for family planning.

A full programme for the summit can be found here.

For b-roll footage, photos and relevant documents visit the Summit’s
Isebox

Follow the conversation on social media with the hashtag #HerFuture

The Department for International Development (DFID)

We lead the UK government’s work to end extreme poverty. Find out more at
www.gov.uk/dfid

Contact our Press Office: 020 7023 0600 (Overseas +44 20 7023 0600) Get our
latest press releases, free-to-use photos, embeddable videos and case studies
online For breaking news, follow us on Twitter: @DFID_UK @DFID_Press
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News story: Man jailed for attempting
to smuggle 22 people into the UK

Border Force officers made the discovery when they stopped a lorry driven by
32-year-old Tomasz Cierniak on 2 February 2016 after it had arrived at the
port on a ferry from the Hook of Holland.

Cierniak, a Polish national, told officers that he was carrying electronic
goods. When the lorry’s rear doors were opened washing machines and tumble
dryers were found stacked 3 high and 4 across.

Officers unloaded the lorry and 22 people, including 5 children, were found
in a purposely created gap between the heavily loaded back and the front of
the trailer.

Cierniak, who had no fixed UK address, was arrested on suspicion of
facilitating a breach of the UK’s immigration laws and the investigation was
passed to Immigration Enforcement’s criminal and financial investigations
(CFI) team.

During the investigation, it discovered that the lorry Cierniak was driving
had been branded in the livery of a multi-national haulage company but that
business confirmed to investigators that the vehicle had never been owned by
them.

Checks also showed that the company Cierniak was supposedly delivering the
goods to has no dealings with the business he said he worked for.

Cierniak admitted the offence at Chelmsford Crown Court on Monday (10 July)
and today (13 July) he was sentenced at the same court to 3 years and 8
months imprisonment.

Rebecca Webb, from the immigration enforcement CFI team, said:

The dangers of cramming this group into a small space behind a wall
of heavy goods during a 6 hour ferry crossing are obvious, but
Cierniak was content to put the lives of 22 desperate people at
risk. People smuggling is a callous trade and those involved think
nothing of treating human beings as commodities.

Following his initial arrest, Cierniak was bailed pending further
investigation, but failed to report to Colchester Police Station. CFI
officers obtained a European Arrest Warrant and on 23 May, 2017, Cierniak was
arrested by police officers in Italy.

He was extradited to the UK and remanded in custody.

Rebecca Webb added:
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Cierniak thought he could evade justice, but we, along with our law
enforcement partners in Europe, never stopped looking.

As this case demonstrates, we work closely with Border Force and
other criminal enforcement agencies both in the UK and abroad. Our
net is wide and the message to anyone involved in immigration
criminality is clear – we will catch you and bring you before the
courts.

Border Force officers are the front line in protecting the country and play a
key role in detecting illegal immigration, disrupting serious and organised
crime and helping to prevent the threat of terrorism.

They use different search techniques including sniffer dogs, carbon dioxide
detectors, heartbeat monitors and scanners – as well as visual searches – to
find well-hidden stowaways, illegal drugs, firearms and tobacco which would
otherwise end up causing harm to local people, businesses and communities.

Anyone with information about suspected immigration abuse can contact
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 anonymously.

Speech: Intimidation and abuse
threaten our democracy: article by
Chris Skidmore

Our democracy is held up as an exemplar to countries worldwide. And this
leading status has not come without its challenges – hundreds of years of
democratic evolution has gone into forming the political system we know
today. At the heart of this has always been an idea of fairness, integrity
and that every voice matters equally.

That is why I have been so horrified to hear of the abuse and intimidation
some of my colleagues, from all parties, faced when running as candidates in
the recent election. Abuse has come from all sides, and is not the preserve
of any particular party or faction.

It is abhorrent that politicians who are standing up for their local
communities have to deal with this level of intimidation and bullying, aimed
at silencing those people who stand as the voice of their communities.

We should all be able to work and express our views without fear of
retribution. There is a clear difference between legitimate scrutiny of those
running for public office by the press, public and political parties, and
conduct which is fuelled by hate and personal abuse.
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We don’t shy away from robust debate, we welcome it – we are politicians
after all and debate is what we live for. It’s another thread that has run
through our democracy and the House demonstrates how this plays a vital part
in the formation of laws in our society.

However, in a Westminster Hall debate yesterday on this subject, it was clear
that we have cross-party consensus for action on this issue.

At that debate, I announced that the Prime Minister has asked the Committee
for Standards in Public Life to carry out a review. It will consider the
recent cases of abuse and intimidation suffered by candidates including
racist graffiti, trolling on social media and death threats. The Committee
operates independently of government, regulators and politicians, and is well
placed to conduct this review.

The Committee will consider what action needs to be taken to ensure the
integrity of the democratic process. This is clearly an issue that has the
potential to impact on people’s wish to stand for office and therefore has a
negative impact on standards in public life more broadly.

There is no place for the shocking abuse and accusations that we have seen
designed to segregate people for their heritage or their views. We must all
stand together on this issue because hate crime of any kind, from wherever
it’s from is completely unacceptable. It divides communities, destroys lives
and makes us all weaker.

We owe it to our democracy to make clear that intimidation and abuse has no
part in our society – not only for candidates who stood at this recent
election, but for future generations of men and women considering entering
public office and standing for election.

No one must be deterred from playing their part in our democracy, which is
why we must seek to end the corrosive effect abuse and intimidation has on
actively discouraging future generations from standing as future
representatives.
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